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BEAR STORY
SIX ADULT FEMALE SUN BEARS
EXPLORING THEIR NEW
ENCLOSURE

I

f you look at the history of all our rescued
sun bears, it is not difficult to know that
bears have a very sad life being someone’s
pets. They were locked behind bars and
confined within small cages to amuse their
owners. They could never see the sky on top
of their head, and never do what sun bears do
in the wild. Trees, soil, sky, sun, rain, and
everything in the forest, to these bears, are
something that have been stolen away from
their life by poachers and hunters.
All of our bears have gone through these
horrible experiences until rescue comes and
they were brought to our Centre. Even though
they now have the chance to roam in the
forest enclosure, years of confinement made
them feel like the bear house is actually safer
than the outside world. They need to be
taught that forest is their home.

In August to September this year, an
exciting experience awaits our female bears:
Cerah, Jelita, Susie, Kuamut, Lawa and
Manis. These bears aged eight to fourteen
years old has been released into one of our
enclosures, Pen C. With the completion of
the second phase of our forest enclosure, a
new pen (Pen K) was ready for these bears.
As these six bears were already familiar with
the electric fence, the fence training process
was no longer necessary. Fruits such as
papaya, watermelon, rambutan and honey
dew were scattered around the ramp and on
the forest floor of the new pen. As the
access door to the forest enclosure was
opened, the bears immediately came out to
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Above: Cerah and her friend walking out towards the bear ramp and sniffing the food given.
Bottom: Jelita (left) and Susie (right) taking their time to find their way out to the forest enclosure.
Left: Lawa, making a nest out of tree branches in the forest enclosure.

find the scattered fruits. However, a few of
them were seen dragging the fruits into the
den instead of going towards the forest
enclosure. Getting the confidence to walk into
a new environment had always been
challenging for the bears.
Cerah was the first bear to come out and
began her journey to Pen K although she was
hesitant to go outdoors at first. With
continuous efforts from our bear keepers in
scattering food on the ramp, Cerah took her
first step out to the new forest and later she
was followed by Jelita, Kuamut, Susie and
Lawa. After several days of being out in the
area, Lawa whom has been the most
independent bear of the group was seen
building a comfortable nest out of the tree
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branches at about 10 meters high up the
tree. She spends most of the time
sunbathing and resting inside her nest.
Manis was the last bear to step out to the
new forest and she was equally curious with
the new environment. She enjoys having
her own space to relax and forage in the
forest. When she is not in the mood for
company, she will express a warning growl
to the other female bears to leave her alone.
Life in the new forest enclosure had never
been better for these bears.
Huge thanks to Yayasan Sime Darby (YSD)
for making the second forest enclosure
possible. YSD also supports the construction
of our second observation platform which is
expected to be completed by March 2016.
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EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES
SPREAD A MESSAGE
CONTEST

A

total of 67 students and six
teachers arrived at BSBCC on the
13th of October. The school group from
SK Bandar, Sandakan was welcomed
with a brief presentation delivered by
our Environmental Education Officer,
Miss Risnayati. The students and
teachers then visited the observation
platform to see the sun bears roaming
in the forest enclosure. The “Spread A
Message” activity took over after that.
The students get to work in their group
of six to seven and was assigned to
create a meaningful message to raise
awareness about sun bears. After they
were done with their artworks, each
team needs presented to their teachers
and schoolmates about the message
they have chosen.
Every group did very well in completing
their tasks. “Sayangi kami, lindungi
kami (Love us, protect us)” was one of
the message created for the sun bears.
We hope that the students will continue
to spread out the message and more
people will learn about the sun bears.

Group presentation by one of the groups.

The Sun Bear Voice

Nov/Dec 2015

vol.2, no.6

OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
BSBCC continued to join in the outreach
programme organized by our education partner,
HUTAN-Kinabatangan
Orangutan
Conservation
Programme (KOCP). During September to October
2015, five schools in Lahad Datu were visited.
Lahad Datu is located in the eastern part of Sabah.
Danum Valley Conservation Area and Tabin
Wildlife Reserve are the protected areas within the
Lahad Datu district which are important habitats
for many wild animals.
It has always been a privilege to have the
opportunity to raise awareness on our wild animals
among school kids. “Why do we need to protect
these wildlife?”, is one of the common questions
that raised by the students. The education team
never fails to enlighten the students with the help
of interactive activities to stimulate their
understanding on the plights of our wild animals.
Table 1: List of schools participated in BSBCC
outreach programme in September and October
2015:
School

Date
th

SK Telisai

28

September

SK Silam

29th September

SMK Terusan

30th September

SK Sahabat 16

5th October

SK Sahabat 14

6th October

Each of kids holding a sun bear chest mark which differentiate
them from each other.
3

VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS

B

SBCC now houses more than 30
rescued sun bears in our two
bear houses and a quarantine
facility. Each sun bear needs to be
equipped with food and activities
that can stimulate them for the
whole day. Volunteers help our
keepers to look after these bears
and keep them healthy and happy.
Volunteers and interns will also
learn about the importance of
creating enrichment programs and
maintaining the cleanliness of the
facility. They will also have the
chance to observe the sun bears’
behaviour in their natural habitat
and so much more!

O

n the 10th of September, a group of 17
volunteers from Albert Park College, Australia
arrived at our Centre and helped to construct and
repair the existing steps outside our forest enclosure.
A brief talk on sun bears, BSBCC and their work
scope was carried out by our staff. Many had never
heard or seen the sun bears before. Knowing very
little about the sun bears did not stop these young
volunteers to embrace and commit themselves to the
construction work at the Centre for the three days.
Table 2: List of volunteers that came to BSBCC in
September and October 2015.
Name
BATS World
Challenge
(Albert Park
College)
Kelvin Luke
Petol
Koo Wei
Chee

As a conservation organization,
BSBCC relies on its volunteers to
keep spreading awareness on the
plights of sun bears apart from
helping us to care for the rescued
bears. Our volunteers and interns
mean the world to us, and we highly
appreciate each and every person
who contributes their time to help
the bears.

Country

Duration
th

Sept – 12th Sept

Australia

10

Malaysia

13th Oct – 1st Dec

Malaysia

17th Oct – 16th Feb
2016

If you would like to make a
difference and have the experience
of a lifetime, please join us. For
more information, please e-mail:
Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder
of BSBCC
Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com

Building frames and compacting soil for the steps outside the
forest enclosure.

From left: Koo, Kevin, Roger and Azzry
collecting tree branches for bear enrichment.

Completed steps! One of the volunteers walking up the newly built
steps.
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BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME

W

elcome a sun bear into your family,
class, club or corporation by adopting
a sun bear or gift a sun bear medicine, food,
or toys to show you care and support the
valuable work of BSBCC.

Share Bear
Choose one of the sun bears:

Adopting a bear is a great way to learn
about sun bears while helping BSBCC meet
the costs of rehabilitation. Funds raised by
the adoption program are used to better the
lives of all bears.
Gifts With Meaning

A pot of honey

An enrichment toy

Damai

Fulung

Kuamut

Kudat

Cerah

Rungus

A hammock

Food for 1 week
List of adopters in September and October
2015:

Medication for 1 year
Find out on how to adopt a sun bear from
our website:
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-abear.html
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Damai was adopted by:
1. Alina Rastam for 1 year
2. Jasmin Mosley for 1 year
Kudat was adopted by:
1. Jo Buckingham for 1 month
Kuamut was adopted by:
1. Brandon Mc Bride for 1 year
Rungus was adopted by:
1. Scient Synergy PLT for 1 year
2. Didi Chorthip Aumphansuk for 3 months
Cerah was adopted by:
1. Saira Manns for 1 month
2. Wai Peun Mok for 1 month
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS
New Sabah Times, 23rd October 2015

Natalie.

BSBCC also featured in:



数量减未获关注，马來熊不得众人宠 (The population of sun bears has been declined, least
people cared for the sun bears) Oriental Daily News. 06th September 2015.
谁來关心马來熊? (Who are going to care for the sun bears? Sin Chew Daily. 13 th October
2015.
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BEAR SHOP
MERCHANDISES
Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases help us to protect, save and
enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears.

Teak

Pine

Colour
Cost

Fisherman Hat
: Khaki
: MYR 31.80

Colour
Cost

Soft toy
: Black
: MYR 37.10

Black Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 42.40

Pink Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Kid XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: Adult MYR 42.40
Kid MYR 26.50

Apple Green Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Kid XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: Adult MYR 42.40
Kid MYR 26.50

Colour
Cost

Cap
: Khaki
: MYR 31.80

Wooden coaster
Colour : Teak, Pine
Cost
: MYR 37.10

White Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 42.40

Grey Polo T-shirt
: Adult XXXL, XXL, XL,
L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 63.60
Sizes

If you are interested in purchasing our merchandises,
please click here to fill up our order form.

Sun Bear Chest-Mark
T-shirt
Colour : Black
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 47.70

The Sun Bear Voice

Nov/Dec 2015

Terms and conditions:
1. No cancellation upon confirmation of purchase.
2. Price shown are inclusive of GST 6%. Additional charges
for shipping will be incurred.

vol.2, no.6

7

DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS

B

SBCC’s work would never been possible
without in-kind and financial support from
various individuals and agencies. We acknowledge
the continuous support from the following
contributors:









Public donation from BSBCC donation box
Donations from our Paypal account
Sun Bear Conservation Trust UK
Lutfiye Ozkiline
World Challenge
Thio Hui Jin
Yin Yee Kian
Sandakan Environment Group

If
you
would
like
to
make
a
direct
donation to BSBCC, you can do so via one of these
methods:




Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
Sdn Bhd (BSBCC) - Donate any amount
directly to BSBCC through our paypal account
by clicking the donate button on our website:
www.bsbcc.org.my
Wong Siew Te – Send an email to our CEO
and Founder, Mr. Wong Siew Te, for
further inquiries on donating directly to us
at wongsiew@hotmail.com

What can you do to help the
sun bears?








Do not support any wildlife trade
Contact us if you find any illegal
activities (poaching, trading, etc)
Learn more about sun bears and
their habitat
Follow us on Facebook and help us
spread the word
Donate through our website
Adopt a bear through our website,
or at our Centre
Volunteer!

BORNEAN SUN BEAR
CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC)
Location address:
Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan
Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,
Malaysia
Postal address:
PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan,
Sabah, Malaysia
Tel:
+6 089 534 491
Website:
www.bsbcc.org.my
E-mail:
info.bsbcc@gmail.com

Every cents means a lot to the bears.
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