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IMPORTANT EVENT
2015 BSBCC ANNUAL HEALTH
CHECK
As part of BSBCC‟s commitment to the
welfare of the bears in our care, we have
carried
out
an
annual
health
check
examination for all the 34 rescued sun bears
in June 2015. This annual health check was
conducted by the Sabah Wildlife Rescue Unit
veterinarians, Dr. Sandy Ling Choo, Dr. Laura
Benedict, Eco Health Alliance and BSBCC
team. The main procedures of the health
check include recording heart and respiration
rate, temperature, assessment of their
potential sickness, inspection of their teeth
and claws, taking their blood and hair
samples,
measurement
of
the
body
parameters and making ink prints of the
paws. Besides that, the bears were also given
vitamin
supplement
and
de-worming
injections.
This time, five male bears; Amaco, Fulung,
Gutuk, Kudat and Fulung were selected to
undergo a castration process (physical
removal of both testicles). These bears could

only be castrated under two conditions; a)
that they will never be released into the wild
as of old age, permanent injuries or too
accustomed to humans b) that they never
be involved in any captive breeding
programme.
Moreover, some of the bears were moved
from bear house 1 to bear house 2 or vice
versa and from quarantine area to bear
house in order to allow bears to access to
the natural forest enclosures. We really
hope that these bears would adapt well in
the forest enclosure and can be released
back to the wild later in conjunction to our
objective in rehabilitating the bears and
releasing them back to the wild.
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BSBCC staff were busy checking any wound found and taking the bear paw prints.

TAN-TAN, BSBCC NEWLY RESCUED
SUN BEAR FINDS NEW HOME
In August, we received one newly rescued
sun bear cub from being sold in the remote
region of Paitan. Bear number 44 was
nicknamed “Tan-Tan”. She is a three-monthold baby sun bear. This little young bear was
purchased by someone who came across a
villager trying to sell the cub. The person who
bought the cub informed the Sabah Wildlife
Department and this led to the department‟s
Wildlife Rescue Unit sending her to BSBCC.

bear parts is totally prohibited by law. There
are three different laws protecting sun bear
and other protected species in Malaysia:
Protection of Wildlife Act 1972 in Peninsular
Malaysia, Wildlife Conservation Enactment
1997 in Sabah and Wildlife Protection
Ordinance 1998 in Sarawak. At the
international front, Malaysia is a signatory of
Convention on International Trade on
Endangered Species (CITES) and a member
of Asean Wildlife Enforcement Network
(ASEAN-WEN).

“We thank the person who bought the cub
and sent her to the department, but we must
stress here that the best way to help a sun
bear or other wildlife meant for trade is to
report the matter to the Sabah Wildlife
Department immediately. This will allow the
law enforcement officer to catch and
prosecute those found selling protected
animals or their parts. We have to avoid
buying wildlife. When the buying stops, the
killing will stops too”, said BSBCC Founder
and Chief Executive Officer Mr. Wong Siew Te.
Sun bear is a protected species in Malaysia.
Any killing, keeping, consuming and using
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Tan-tan is settling into her new den.
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BEAR STORY
CHIN’S SECOND CHANCE
It sounds cliché to say it, but BSBCC is all
about second chances. Chin, our 41st
rescued bear is now a nine years old. She
was rescued by the Sabah Wildlife
Department Rescue Unit who took her from
a primary school‟s mini zoo and came to
BSBCC in July 2014. She was not given
much in the form of enrichment, which may
be the reason why she has been nicknamed
as „The Curious‟ bear at BSBCC.
Chin was given a chance to return to a more
naturalised surrounding. It began with her
integration into a group of six female bears;
Tokob, Susie, Kuamut, Cerah, Jelita and
Lawa. Given that these six females had
already comfortable sorted themselves into
two groups of three, it has always have
been proven that this might be a challenge
for Chin to find her place amongst them.
However, within the confines of the bear
house, it appeared Chin was accepted by the
group and was happy enough with her place
in it. In January 2015, Chin was released
into Pen C with the other six bears. It was
obvious, unfortunately, a few tough days for
her. The other bears rejected her, and she
resorted into hiding under a tree in fear of
their harassment. They eventually injured
Chin‟s hind foot and muzzle. Curious as she
was about her new surroundings, she was
distracted by the need to be constantly alert

at all times. When Chin finally came back to
the bear house, we decided she would not be
placed in this group again.
In February 2015, she was instead introduced
to another group, known as the Rungus
group. This comprises the females Rungus,
Panda and Ah Lun, and the male Julaini. The
group tentatively began to play together
within the bear house, and then Chin perhaps
learning from the previous experience,
displayed her dominance by growling, barking
and standing up towards the new bears. This
integration will be continued until Chin and
Rungus group get along together.
In the bear house, most of the dens have four
entrances; two side doors for transfers
between dens, one main entrance and the
back guillotine door that leads to the
enclosures. The guillotine door usually opens
to either a climbing frame or a ramp, and
Chin likes to go on the ramp. Chin‟s naturally
curious, and likes to play, sometimes we
found her attempting to use her water bowl,
despite the fact it was barely large enough to
take only her backside.
This is all a part of Chin‟s second chance. She
had a tough start, but at BSBCC she has a
chance to learn what it is to be a wild sun
bear.

New environment for Chin to adapt her life and learn to build up her survival skills.
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OUTREACH PROGRAMMES

EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES
CHINESE CULTURE
UNIVERSITY VISIT
On the 3rd of August, a total of 29
students and two lecturers from the
Department of Forestry and Nature
Conservation, of the Chinese Culture
University, Taiwan arrived at our
Centre. Excited as they were like bears
with honey, they went up to the
observation platform to look for our
bears as soon as they could after the
presentation given by Mr. Wong Siew
Te.
In the end, they learned so much about
the bears and we hope that they will
help us to spread the word about sun
bears when they return to their
country.

Awareness of the environment and wildlife is an
issue which should be reasonably considered.
Knowledge, skills and values as well as positive
attitude towards the environment can be
developed through environmental education. To
create a generation that is more environmentally
aware, students should be given information on
the importance of preserving and conserving the
environment.
Pitas, is a small town and district in the Kudat
Division of Sabah with the majority of the people
from the Rungus tribe. It was the first time for
BSBCC education team to be at Pitas area for an
outreach programme organized by HUTAN-KOCP.
Together with the Sabah Wildlife Department,
there were three secondary schools targeted for
this programme. We were glad that the Education
Department of Pitas district was very excited
about this programme. Some of the officers from
the education department went to the respective
schools and we shared our knowledge and ideas
with the teachers and officers. For sure, we hope
that we would be better improving our programme
in the future to achieve our target in educating the
public on the plights of sun bears and their
habitat.
Table 1: List of schools participated in BSBCC
outreach programme in July and August 2015:
School
SMK Pitas II, Pitas

Mr. Wong Siew Te together with the Chinese
Culture University group.

Students from SMK Pitas happily
brochures and brought it back home.

took
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SMK Pitas, Pitas
SMK Pinggan-Pinggan, Pitas

Date
11

th

August

12

th

August

13

th

August

From left: Bellinda, Risnayati, Reckly and Chee Hon Yung
represented BSBCC for the outreach programme in Pitas.
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VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS

B

SBCC now houses more than 30
rescued sun bears in our two
bear houses and a quarantine
facility. Each sun bear needs to be
equipped with food and activities
that can stimulate them for the
whole day. Volunteers help our
keepers to look after these bears
and keep them healthy and happy.
Volunteers and interns will also
learn about the importance of
creating enrichment programs and
maintaining the cleanliness of the
facility. They will also have the
chance to observe the sun bears‟
behaviour in their natural habitat
and so much more!

Table 2: List of volunteers that came to BSBCC in
July and August 2015.
Name
Leonardo
Jainih
Bellinda
Debra
Raymond
BATs
Outlook
Expedition
(The Willink
School)
Hayley Beck
Emma
Hambleton

Country

Duration
st

Malaysia

1 July – 18th Sept

Malaysia

1st July – 25th Sept

United
Kingdom

23rd July – 27th July

Australia

30th July – 13th Sept

Australia

30th July – 13th Sept

As a conservation organization,
BSBCC relies on its volunteers to
keep spreading awareness on the
plight of sun bears apart from
helping us to care for the rescued
bears. Our volunteers and interns
mean the world to us, and we highly
appreciate each and every person
who contributes their time to help
the bears.
If you would like to make a
difference and have the experience
of a lifetime, please join us. For
more information, please e-mail:
Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder
of BSBCC
Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com

Students from SMK Muhibbah helping us
painting the signboard frame.
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Hon Yung (right) using their creativity to make few nest balls for
our sun bears.

Hayley (left) and Emma (right) were making a hammock from
recycled fire hose.
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BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME

W

elcome a sun bear into your family,
class, club or corporation by adopting
a sun bear or gift a sun bear medicine, food,
or toys to show you care and support the
valuable work of BSBCC.
Adopting a bear is a great way to learn
about sun bears while helping BSBCC meet
the costs of rehabilitation. Funds raised by
the adoption program are used to better the
lives of all bears.
Gifts With Meaning

Share Bear
Choose one of the sun bears:

Damai

Fulung

Kudat

Kuamut

Cerah

Rungus

List of adopters in July and August 2015:

A pot of honey

A hammock

An enrichment toy

Food for 1 week

Medication for 1 year

Damai was adopted by:
1. Ics Zurich for 1 year
2. Kay Gamble for 1 year
3. Iwc Sandakan/Kota Kinabalu for 1 year
4. Julie and Pete Holland for 5 months
5. Alina Rastam for 1 month
6. Elaine Boey for 1 month
7. SMK Muhibbah for 1 month
Fulung was adopted by:
1. Emma Vaughan for 1 year
2. Elina Teplinsley for 1 year
3. Saharia Arsat for 2 months
4. Siew Li Yap for 1 month
5. Jackie Bennettt for 1 year
Kudat was adopted by:
1. Cara Thompson for 1 month
2. Caitlyn Turner for 1 month
3. Katalin Takacs and Robert Mc Granaghan
for 1 month
Kuamut was adopted by:
1. Kirsty Taylor for 1 month
2. Brandon Mc Bride for 1 month
Rungus was adopted by:
1. Bree Solomon for 1 year
2. Mohd Adhari Belal Din for 1 year
3. Beh Seng Hwa for 1 month
Cerah was adopted by:
1. Maiden Erlegh for 1 month
2. Khin La Pyae for 1 month
3. SMK Muhibbah for 1 month
My Bear

Find out on how to adopt a sun bear from
our website:
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-abear.html
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Om was adopted by Amy Scott
for 1 year.
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS
The Borneo Post, 8th August 2015

Wong handling the rescued sun bear cub, Tan-Tan.

Tan-Tan undergoes a health check.

BSBCC also featured in:








Lightning kills centre‟s sun bear. New Straits Times. 16th July 2015.
Rescued sun bear finds new home. New Straits Times Online. 7th August 2015. http://
www.nst.com.my/node/95139
Protected sun bear cub rescued. The Rakyat Post. 7th August 2015. http://
www.therakyatpost.com/news/2015/08/07/protected-sun-bear-cub-rescued/
Sun bear cub bought, sent to conservation centre. Borneo Post Online. 8th August 2015.
http://www.theborneopost.com/2015/08/08/sun-bear-cub-bought-sent-to-conservationcentre/
Good Samaritan buys Tan-Tan and hands animal to Wildlife Dept. 8th August 2015. http://
www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2015/08/08/Bear-cub-saved-from-trader-GoodSamaritan-buys-TanTan-and-hands-animal-to-Wildlife-Dept/
Protected sun bear cub saved, placed at centre. Daily Express. 8th August 2015.
Anak Beruang Madu berjaya diselamat. Utusan Borneo. 8th August 2015.
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BEAR SHOP
MERCHANDISES
Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases help us to protect, save and
enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears.

Teak

Pine

Colour
Cost

Fisherman Hat
: Khaki
: MYR 31.80

Colour
Cost

Soft toy
: Black
: MYR 37.10

Black Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 42.40

Pink Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Kid XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: Adult MYR 42.40
Kid MYR 26.50

Apple Green Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Kid XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: Adult MYR 42.40
Kid MYR 26.50

Colour
Cost

Cap
: Khaki
: MYR 31.80

Wooden coaster
Colour : Teak, Pine
Cost
: MYR 37.10

White Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 42.40

Grey Polo T-shirt
: Adult XXXL, XXL, XL,
L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 63.60
Sizes

If you are interested in purchasing our merchandises,
please click here to fill up our order form.

Sun Bear Chest-Mark
T-shirt
Colour : Black
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 47.70

The Sun Bear Voice

Sept/Oct 2015

Terms and conditions:
1. No cancellation upon confirmation of purchase.
2. Price shown are inclusive of GST 6%. Additional charges
for shipping will be incurred.
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DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS

B

SBCC‟s work would never been possible
without in-kind and financial support from
various individuals and agencies. We acknowledge
the continuous support from the following
contributors:









Public donation from BSBCC donation box
Public donation from Sabah Hotel
Public donation from TEDxKL
BATs group - ICS Zurich group
BATS group - The Willink School
Bandar Utama City Centre Sdn. Bhd.
Amy Scott
World Challenge

If
you
would
like
to
make
a
direct
donation to BSBCC, you can do so via one of these
methods:




Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
Sdn Bhd (BSBCC) - Donate any amount
directly to BSBCC through our paypal account
by clicking the donate button on our website:
www.bsbcc.org.my
Wong Siew Te – Send an email to our CEO
and Founder, Mr. Wong Siew Te, for
further inquiries on donating directly to us at
wongsiew@hotmail.com

Fruit Donation
It is a fruiting season throughout July and August
in Sandakan where you can see many fruits stalls
along the roadside and local market. We thank to
our local supporters Alina Rastam, Abby and Ika for
their generous donation of fruits to our sun bears.
The bears definitely appreciated your support.

What can you do to help the
sun bears?








Do not support any wildlife trade
Contact us if you find any illegal
activities (poaching, trading, etc)
Learn more about sun bears and
their habitat
Follow us on Facebook and help us
spread the word
Donate through our website
Adopt a bear through our website,
or at our Centre
Volunteer!

BORNEAN SUN BEAR
CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC)
Location address:
Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan
Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,
Malaysia
Postal address:
PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan,
Sabah, Malaysia
Tel:
+6 089 534 491
Website:
www.bsbcc.org.my
E-mail:
info.bsbcc@gmail.com
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