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The story begins from...

One day, a person found a bear cub alone in the forest at 
Kampung Kipaku, Tambunan. He was just three months 
old. The person sent him to Lok Kawi Wildlife Park on the 
12th of April, 2018, and he arrived at BSBCC in healthy 
condition on the 22nd of January, 2019. This cub was 
named Joe, and he is four years old now. 

Due to the long periods of being kept in captivity, Joe 
appeared tame and attached to humans. He suckles his 
hind paws when he requires attention and does it more 
frequently when he sees humans.  

When kept in captivity, wild animals do not behave 
as they do in the wild, leading them to develop some 

Bear Story
Joe, The Amiable 

B
ear S

tory

negative stereotyped behaviours. Fortunately, Joe met 
Logan and Romolina, and they grew up together. This 
has been important for Joe, as it could help him recover 
from the previous traumas, put his past behind him, and 
reduce his stereotyped behaviour. 

From the beginning, Joe was a shy bear. He has a friendly 
personality and is always tolerant of others. Logan is the 
playful bear who always takes the initiative to play fight 
with Joe. Once they start to play, they can play non-stop! 
Compared with Logan, Romolina seems less interested in 
joining their play. Sometimes she will play too. However, 
it is entirely up to Romolina. Integrating with Logan and 
Romolina enriched Joe’s life. He is no longer alone and 
now has friends! Joe has become open and clear. He 
knows how to make friends with others. Now he takes 
the initiative to play fight with his playmates.   

Image: This is the first time Joe has stepped his foot outside.

Image: “Joe, wake up! Time to play!” - Logan. 
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forest with Logan and Romolina. It was the first time Joe 
saw the forest outside, and he was hesitant and afraid 
to go out. After the keepers encouraged him with treats, 
he slowly explored the forest. He has adapted well to 
his forest home and has made good progress in slowly 
learning and developing the skills needed for survival in 
the wild. 

Joe seems to know how to enjoy the forest’s life; he 
spends most of his day foraging. He searches every 
corner of the forest so that he never misses out on any 
food. After being busy foraging, he will choose a place to 
rest and sunbathe. Any place will become his favourite 

B
ear S

tory

place to sunbathe. He likes to cover up his face when he 
rests, but you still can easily spot him!

It is heart-warming to see how Joe is improving every 
day. He is so bright and always remained alert. With 
his kind character and innocent eyes, Joe can easily 
grab your heart. We hope Joe will gain more skills in the 
forest and become like a wild bear. 

Text and photos by Seng Yen Wah

Image: He explores the forest slowly. Image: After a busy day, why not take a nap? 

Image: Enjoying life in the forest. 
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He peeked out of the door, which separated the brightness 
of the greenery outside from the dim concrete walls 
within. After a few moments of hesitation, Chin made up 
her mind to leave her friend behind and pass through the 
door into the daylight, where she could explore around, 
bask under the sun, climb trees, and just enjoy her life. 
Amaco stared at her, sniffing curiously. Intrigued, yet 
daunted by the world beyond the concrete walls he was 
used to, he had no intention to leave his comfort zone. 

The guillotine door with rust spots slid down, blocking 
his view and plunging him back into the gloom he was 
familiar with. He turned away as loneliness engulfed 
him. Unsure of what to do, he wandered to his usual 
spot and plopped down clumsily. 

Love For The Oldies

B
ear S

tory

Time for a nap. 

I watched this scene before me with mixed feelings. 
Amaco, a 29 year-old Bornean sun bear, has never set 
foot in a forest where he truly belongs, and this is all 
because of humans’ wrongdoings. 

After 18 years of being caged up in Tamaco Plantation, 
he has grown accustomed to the comfort of metal bars 
and dares not venture out into the forest. Compassion 
welled up within me. How I wished I could do something 
to help him! Then, an idea popped into my head. If 
he wouldn’t go into the forest enclosure, why couldn’t 
I bring the forest to him? With that thought in mind, 
I strode up to my buddy, David Tahir, and shared my 
project idea with him. 

Image: The furthest he would go out of his cage. Image: Amaco peeking from his usual napping spot.
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plants I added to Amaco’s cage, as they often share 
the same cage. Nonetheless, I was quite stubborn. I 
researched and asked around for the types of plants 
suitable for a dim cage like Amaco’s. For example, 
fishtail palms, begonias, mosses, etc. Eventually, I 
settled on bird’s nest ferns, as they are easy to find, 
non-poisonous, low-light tolerant, and moisture-loving. 

Mizuno, upon hearing about my plan, said, “Jom!”. And 
just like that, my buddy and I followed him out of the 
bear house, through the territory of the Sepilok Orang 
Utan Rehabilitation Centre, and down a long stretch of 
road to reach a plantation where ferns hung abundantly 
from the palm trees. We harvested several ferns and 
carried them back to the bear house.  

B
ear S

tory

Unable to reach the frog juice on the cage bar, Amaco 
lost his temper. With an annoyed grunt, he reached out 
his forelimb, and with a powerful tug, he wrenched the 
fern away from the wood. 

The next day, to my delight, Pradeep shared with me that 
Amaco cradled the leaves of the fern as he slumbered 
at night! Then, I thought, why not just provide him with 
more ferns to keep him entertained and happy? 

Again, Mizuno picked up a knife and led us back to the 
plantation for another fern-hunt. We found a gigantic 
fern, which Mizuno harvested with some difficulties. 
When we added the fern to Amaco’s cage, he sniffed 
and clawed at the fern, searching for ants hiding within 
its roots. 

Although planting the ferns in the cage for the long 
term would be ideal, it is quite a challenging task. 
Nevertheless, I am glad that this enrichment gave 
Amaco a good time, however short it lasted. 

Text by Anastasia Ting Jia Lei 
Photos by Chiew Lin May & Seng Yen Wah

Image: The first time I had ever seen Amaco standing so tall and straight. 

Image: Tying the ferns to the cage bar (it was harder than it looks). 

Seeing my indecisiveness regarding how to plant the 
ferns, Roger guided and helped me tie the ferns to the 
logs. Two weeks before the end of my internship at 
BSBCC, I asked for the keepers’ help to ‘install’ the ferns 
in Amaco’s cage. When we were done, I took out the 
foul-smelling frog juice (a type of fish bait) and lathered 
the areas around the ferns with it. As Amaco loves the 
juice, I was hoping that he would associate the ferns 
with it and grow to like the ferns.  

But things went a little differently than expected. 
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The Greatest Gift Of Life Is A 
Friendship 

B
ear S

tory

Our little Luna is growing up! Luna is a captive -born 
sun bear, born on 20th May 2021 in BSBCC. Her mother, 
Bintang, is a seven-year-old adult female bear. 

On day 8, we noticed that Luna was less active than had 
previously been observed. After a quick check, we found 
Luna had a low body temperature, severe ear injuries, 
and a skin infection. Due to this, we decided to separate 
Luna from her mother. We started to hand raise her and 
she only weighed 0.353kg at that time. After eleven 
months of day and night care, she had finally grown to 
weigh 18.85kg. 

Image: “Who’s behind the door?” - Luna

Luna has come a long way. We take Luna for a walk 
in the forest every day, where she learns and acquires 
different skills. Luna shows her bear instinct and great 
potential like a wild sun bear. Concurrently, Luna also has 
a deep bond with her surrogate mother (cub keepers). 
And hence, we began to introduce Luna to Kipaku, Itam, 
Betung, and Kukuton as her companions. 

In the wild, sun bears are mainly solitary. However, 
integration can encourage positive behaviour in bears 
as they learn from each other. It was not easy for Luna, 
because she had never met any bears prior to this. 
Kipaku, Itam, and Betung are sub-adult bears, but three 
of them have unique personalities. 

Image: Itam, Betung and Kipaku can’t wait to meet their new bear friend! 
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Kipaku is the youngest male sun bear in BSBCC. He 
is a playful and cheeky bear. He likes to wrestle with 
others, and he always wins with his size and weight. 
When Kipaku first saw Luna, he was full of curiosity and 
chased after her. But his excessive passion made Luna 
feel he is rough, which Luna does not like. When Kipaku 
plays with her, she will continue growling and huffing. 
Kipaku would initiate a play fight with her by sniffing, 
chasing, and soft biting her, but she could not stand any 
of them. So there is always a chase, and a run happens 
every time they meet. 

B
ear S

tory

Luna & Betung

Luna is a curious and observant bear. She likes to 
observe what is happening around her. However, Betung 
is quite the opposite, so when she met Luna, she just 
came over and sniffed her, then she started to explore 
the environment and enrichment. 

As a summary of the story of Luna making new friends, 
Luna prefers to be alone. She does not mind being around 
others, but it is okay to leave her alone. Her friends are 
getting to know her more and more, so they will give 
her space and carry on with their own businesses. When 
Luna does not want to put up with that, she will warn 
them and stay away from them. 

As well as Luna making friends with Kipaku, Itam, and 
Betung, Kukuton was soon brought into the group. 

Image: Kipaku. 

Luna & Itam

Itam is the largest but the friendliest bear among all 
in the group. When we first started integrating Luna 
and Itam, Itam showed her interest by approaching 
Luna tenderly, in getting to know little Luna and was 
always looking and sniffing her. In return, Luna began 
to greet Itam, pawing at Itam’s face several times. Itam 
remained patient and tried to get close to her, but Luna 
was too shy and ran around to avoid Itam. 

Image: Itam.

Image: Kipaku. 

Image: Bear with Luna and give her some time to figure out how to make friends 
with others. 
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Here is a story about Kukuton. Kukuton is a seven-year-
old adult male sun bear. From 2015 to 2019, he was kept 
as a house pet in Kampung Taginambur, Kota Belud. 

It took the owner four years to hand Kukuton over to 
the authorities, as she claimed she was busy with taking 
care of her family but had no intention of keeping her 
as a pet. Kukuton was confined in a small cage, and was 
handed over to Sabah Wildlife Department officially on 
the 13th of September 2019. She paid the fine two years 
later, after she admitted the offence under the Wildlife 
Conservation Enactment 1997 and was fined RM15,000 
rather than be jailed for four months. 

Kukuton arrived at the BSBCC on the 8th of January 
2022. Compared to his age, his body is small. He 
weighs only 18kg. The prolonged captivity has led to 
Kukuton exhibiting self-inflicted stereotypic behaviour, 
and integration is the best for Kukuton to rhelp reduce 
this negatively impacted behaviour. 

B
ear S

tory

On the positive side, their integration has now proved 
to be a successful one. Kukuton has shown significant 
progress and seems to be getting along with everyone. 
He used to be a little timid and would only stay in the 
corner, but he has slowly taken his baby steps and 
learned how to approach others in a slow and careful 
manner. Now, it is so lovely to see Luna and Kukuton 
finally have a group of companions. Luna and Kukuton 
can now be seen wandering around in the exercise pen 
with Itam, Kipaku and Betung. 

We hope they will grow and learn together. They are 
not too far from the next stage of the rehabilitation 
programme in the bear house, and they are absolutely 
looking forward to moving to the bear house soon and 
seeing the forest again. 

Text by Seng Yen Wah
Photos by Jude Ailton George, Julamih Jainuddin & Seng Yen Wah

Image: Kukuton (left) and Luna (right). Image: Have fun with Itam, it gives Kukuton on a big smile.  
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BSBCC VIDEO

Luna is 299 days old, weighing 17.8kg. She is actively 
exploring the forest, searching and feeding on ants and 
termites. 

For those of your who have missed our informative and educational videos, you can now enjoy the videos by tapping 
or scanning the QR codes below. 

Luna is 308 days old and weigh 18kg. She is slowly 
growing into a fine looking sun bear. 

Luna is feeding furiously on termites found on a fallen 
log in the rainforest of Borneo. The uneaten termites, 
larva, eggs and others that scatter on the ground will 
attract other animals in the forest, like birds and pigs, 
who will also feed on them. Thus, the sun bear is a food 
provider in the forest ecosystem, helping many wildlife 
species to find food in the forest. 

There are many good reasons for sun bears to be so 
arboreal. They can sleep with their body remining dry in 
the rainforest, escape from blood sucking leeches, tiger 
predation; they can harvest fruits irectly from trees and 
collect honey from beeehives. 

https://www.facebook.com/755293326/videos/pcb.10161633475468327/421505756414509
https://www.facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/videos/588184915498773
https://www.facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/videos/588184915498773
https://www.facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/videos/588184915498773
https://www.facebook.com/755293326/videos/pcb.10161633475468327/443366147540764
https://www.facebook.com/755293326/videos/pcb.10161633475468327/1440559353081969
https://www.facebook.com/755293326/videos/pcb.10161651872023327/273919504931024
https://www.facebook.com/755293326/videos/pcb.10161651872023327/273919504931024
https://www.facebook.com/755293326/videos/pcb.10161651872023327/347198174031530
https://www.facebook.com/wong.s.te.1/videos/684051819451427
https://www.facebook.com/755293326/videos/pcb.10161691081608327/1407908923013890
https://www.facebook.com/755293326/videos/pcb.10161691081608327/964948047549013
https://www.facebook.com/755293326/videos/pcb.10161691081608327/403804877796054
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Notable Visitor
Hasanah Foundation’s visit 

On the 27th March 2022, BSBCC received a visit from the 
Chairman of Yayasan Hasanah (Hasanah Foundation), 
Tan Sri Md Nor Yusof. Joining along with him were: Anita 
Ahmad (Lead of Community Development) and Ivy 
Wong Abdullah (Lead of Environment).

The group arrived at the Centre at 2.00 pm and was 
warmly greeted by the Founder and CEO of BSBCC, Dr. 
Wong Siew Te and the Centre resident veterinarian, Dr. 
Yeoh Boon Nie, who then guided them, to watch the sun 
bears roaming in the BSBCC forest enclosures, as the 
two sides exchanged information. Their fascinating visit 
ended at 3.30 pm. All in all the Yayasan Hasanah group 
feels delighted for the course of BSBCC and the current 
situation in th Centre. 

Yayasan Hasanah played a vital role in supporting 
BSBCC, especially during the early phase of the 
COVID-19. A substantial grant has been allocated to 
support the needs of the Centre’s operation, for which 
words would never be enough to express our gratitude 
for such massive support.  

Saving Sun Bear Book Club: 
April 2022

Image: Group photo with Tan Sri Md Nor Yusuf (middle). 

BSBCC Corner

Catch up with the monthly Saving Sun Bears Book Club 
Virtual meeting for the April session by scanning or 
clicking the QR codes below.  

Image: Saving Sun Bear Book Club monthly virtual meeting on the 
10th of April 2022.

BSBCC Live Talk
BSBCC has also been actively involved with a few
live talks in these past two months. We are thankful to 
all the organizers for the invitation and supporters who 
had been joining and following the sessions as below: 

• What are the perspectives of a “Wildlife  
Conservation Centre” to achieve the goal 
of protecting endangered species? CITYPlus.  
03rd March 2022. https://www.facebook.com/
cityplusswk/videos/325715686188516 

• Live talk with Dr. (Hon.) Wong, CEO 
and Founder of the Bornean Sun Bear 
Conservation Centre. What Does The Giraffe 
Say Media. 28th March 2022. https://www.
facebook.com/Whatdoesthegiraffesaymedia/
videos/504643917848533/

https://www.facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/videos/588184915498773
https://www.facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/videos/588184915498773
https://www.facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/videos/588184915498773
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.pye.12/videos/380051576846655
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.pye.12/videos/406595997485655
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Image: Daily Express X Sabah Tourism: Sandakan Part 2 - Episode 6. 

BSBCC in the News

BSBCC was also featured in these online news:

• [Youtube] Daily Express X Sabah Tourism: Sandakan Part 2 - Episode 6. Daily Express TV. 28th February 
2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Jj-_-y9_x84

• [Youtube] Sandakan Elopura: Sabah former State Capital. 4 attractions you should not miss in 2022. 
C Kology. 14th March 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F03mhy8nO_E

• [Youtube] 2022年3月26日 ボルネオカフェZOOmトーク with 須崎菜緒氏 武田茉由子氏 開催. ボルネオ保全トラスト .ジャ

パン. 29th March 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwuevkZC6aA

https://www.sinchew.com.my/20220109/ 长期被非法饲养-马来熊严重营养不良/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwuevkZC6aA
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BSBCC currently houses 43 rescued and one captive-
born sun bears in our two bear houses and a quarantine 
facility. Each day, the captive sun bears are provided 
with ample food and activities to stimulate healthy bear 
behaviour. Volunteers and interns help our keepers to 
achieve our goals in looking after the welfare of these 
bears and helping them in their rehabilitation process.
  
BSBCC Volunteer Programme 
BSBCC continues to receive help from volunteers across 
the world. The BSBCC volunteer programme, conducted 
in collaboration with APE Malaysia, has been active up 
to mid-March 2020, before the COVID-19 pandemic has 
put a hold on the programme. Up to date, BSBCC began 
accepting back the volunteer applications. Volunteers in 
this programme were supervised by BSBCC staff with 
much-appreciated assistance from the APE Malaysia 
team. Besides helping the keepers in caring for the 
bears at the Centre, volunteers also helped to spread 
awareness on the plights of sun bears by interacting 
with visitors at the observation platforms. 

Volunteers &
 Internships

Volunteers & Internships Internship at BSBCC 
BSBCC welcomes students from any local and 
international institutions for their internship at the 
Centre. Interns will have the opportunity to learn about 
the rehabilitation of once captive sun bears. Interns will 
also study the importance of bear enrichment and of 
cleanliness of the facility. They will also be provided with 
a rare opportunity to learn about the behaviours of this 
little-known species up close.

BATs group 
The BATs group programme at BSBCC will learn about 
sun bear ecology, helping in basic building techniques 
and develop their skills in teamwork and leadership 
skills in the challenging environment.  

If you would like to make a difference and enjoy the 
experience of a lifetime, please join us. Learn about our 
volunteer programme on our website www.bsbcc.org.
my/volunteer.html or email us at info.bsbcc@gmail.com 
for further enquiries. 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/volunteer.html 
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/volunteer.html 
mailto:info.bsbcc%40gmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20Enquires
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I was often met with the question, “Why would you apply 
for an internship at a place where you won’t be paid?”. 
I can only say I have no regrets at all. The experience I 
gained from BSBCC was invaluable and immeasurable in 
monetary form. I gained skills such as setting up camp 
and foraging for termites in the forest; I was able to 
be up close and personal with the bears during their 
health checks; I learned more about the zoological 
behaviours of sun bears; etc. Working with these bears 
was a dream come true for me. I might not be allowed 
to interact with these amazing creatures, but just being 
in their presence fulfilled me. Contributing to wildlife 
conservation is a greatly meaninful deed, which I am 
glad to have partaken in. 

Volunteer S
tory

POV A BSBCC Intern 
by Anastasia Ting Jia Lei 

helps to nurture their love for wildlife. He provided me 
with the opportunity to learn from him and encouraged 
me to pursue my passion in the conservation field, 
despite my limited experience in this field. For that, I 
am immensely grateful. 

Image: Talk session with Dr. Wong and the other volunteers. 

Image: A fulfilling moment watching old Amaco being occupied with the ferns I 
provided him with. 

Some might judge the way this Centre is run, but there 
rarely is anyone who can achieve what Dr. Wong and 
his staff have achieved. It is easy to criticize from an 
outsider’s viewpoint when no one other than the BSBCC 
staff truly understands the difficulty the Centre is facing. 
A little less judgement, and a little more support, can 
greatly reduce the worries burdening the Centre. What 
BSBCC has done and is doing, is amazing and inspiring, 
especially in a country where limited attention and 
resources are allocated to wildlife conservation. 

Honestly, the first time Dr. Wong called me into his office 
for a talk session, I was extremely shocked. I had initially 
thought of him as a busy and distant person, being the 
CEO of a widlife conservation centre. On the contrary, 
he is surprisingly friendly and engaging. He welcomes 
anyone with a passion for wildlife conservation and 

Image: The amazing bear care team. 

As someone socially awkward, I cannot be more grateful 
to Adneen and Roger for brightening up my days at 
BSBCC, although I might be a pain in the neck at times. 
I greatly appreciate Dr. Boon’s, Seng Yen Wah’s and 
Pradeep’s patient replies to my incessant questions, 
even though some of my inquiries might have been ill-
thought-out. I would also like to extend my gratitude to 
David, and Mizuno, who gave me guidance throughout 
my internship. And thank you, Ivan, Oliver, Jude, and 
other BSBCC staff for assisting me whenever I needed 
help. 

Amid my upcoming graduation and job search, my 
future is full of uncertainties. But one thing’s for sure - I 
will be back to volunteer. 

Volunteer Story 

https://www.bsbcc.org.my/bear-talk-blog/pov-a-bsbcc-intern.html
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Growing up, I always found myself fascinated with wild 
animals. Something about them just strikes me as out 
of this world, yet still very much grounds me in the 
absolute beauty of nature. Fast forward and I’m setting 
foot into my degree years in the Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine, ecstatic to finally get the chance to work with 
those magnificent creatures. I didn’t have a plan per se, 
but I did have a rough picture; essentially of me gliding 
through the semesters and then skipping to the part 
where it’s all rose-coloured, Steve-Irwin-like scenes. 
Alas, COVID barged in and said otherwise. Online studies 
had me dissociating from the idea of actually becoming 
a veterinarian, much less one practising in the wild. 
That being said, I was looking forward to finally going 
for my first internship, in wildlife at that, and getting as 
much exposure as possible. 

Volunteer S
tory

Choosing an industry was more-nerve wrecking than I 
thought. I had concerns of regrets, but upon landing 
in Sandakan, I knew, applying to BSBCC woud not be 
one of them. My friends and I were treated with such 
warmth and camaraderie throughout the times we were 
in their hands. Everybody was such a delight. Being so 
driven too, I could actually feel the love and passion 
they have for their work; they inspire me so. One of my 
favourite revelations there was that in loving animals, 
these wild creatures especially, there is so much more 
to it than just pats and kisses. Sometimes the best we 
could do for them is what we do from afar. The serotonin 
may not come from hugging sun bears, but seeing them 
thrive in the wild, living their best life definitely does the 
trick and is more than enough. You’re doing amazing, 
BSBCC! I can’t thank you enough for those two weeks. 
All the times we spent together will be cherished dearly. 
Rest assured, I will be waiting for our next encounter in 
the future. See you again! 

A Beary Good Time With BSBCC 
by Fairuz Hafizah bt Md Yusoff 

Image: Feeding time. Image: Posing with our finished ladder enrichment for Along. 

Image: My favourite group picture!

https://www.bsbcc.org.my/bear-talk-blog/a-beary-good-time-with-bsbcc.html
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After 2 years spending our industrial training online...
finally we’ve got the chance to do it physically. And 
choosing BSBCC is the best choice I must say! Two 
weeks being here is NOT ENOUGH. I learned a lot 
from all of the experienced workers and I’ve never 
felt any pressure from them. It was all fun and full of 
excitement to learn something new from them. Plus, all 
the staffs there were very welcoming and very friendly. 
I was amazed on how they took care of the sun bears’ 
welfare, giving the freedom for them to express their 
natural behaviour and Wawa (the sun bear) is now living 
happily in Tabin! We learned so much about the sun 
bears’ behaviour, life cycle, current issues. I just love 
how the staff introduced each of the sun bears on their 
behaviour, the physical appearance while we were still 
struggling to recognise each of them.. but of course I 
recognise my favourite bear, Amaco, the legend! I really 
hope I can see him again soon if I get the chance to 
volunteer here again! 

Volunteer S
tory

If I were asked what is the best part volunteering here, 
I would say doing the health check for Kina who was 
initially suspected to be pregnant. It was my first time 
to observe the procedure of a health check on a wildlife 
animal conducted by resident veterinarian Dr. Boon. Dr. 
Boon and the staffs taught us how to take temperature, 
respiratory rate, heart rate and measurements of certain 
body parts. She also taught us how to interpret the X-ray 
and ultrasound images while Wawa elaborated more on 
the computed radiography. Other than that, we finally 
learned how to do simple flotation and thin blood smear 
(after 2 years studying it...). Never thought thin blood 
smear was that difficult but after a lof of practising, 
finally we got the right technique! 

In summary, we learned a lot here in BSBCC. I will 
miss working here with the very sporting staffs David 
(commando), Roger, Oliver, Pradeep, Logan, Mizuno, 
Ivan and others. Also, listening to Dr. Wong’s story on 
how he opened this Centre (adore how passionate Dr. 
Wong is not only towards the sun bears, but all animals 
generally), feeding the sun bears while listening to the 
history of the place and to make food-based enrichment 
while having a sharing session. I am very thankful for 
this opportunity. Thank you so much, BSBCC. 

2 Weeks With The World’s Smallest 
(And Cutest) Bear 
by Sufiah Umaira’ bt Noor Kamal Azlin 

Image: Enrichment making time: vertical tyres. 

Image: With BSBCC’s bear keepers: David and Roger. 

Being a buddy to Roger, together with Faiz, was fun. Roger 
is very experienced person, having spent 7 years there 
in BSBCC. He always says, “Come on, Oyaa, tunjukkan 
wanita itu bukan lemah” while I’m struggling to saw the 
bolt nut. I learned a lot of survival techniques from him 
too. We also built a “4-tyre-swing” for Joe, Logan, and 
Romolina as a structural enrichment. Faiz was so happy 
when Pradeep showed him a video of Romolina climbing 
the tyres. It was a success! It felt great to contribute 
something to the sun bears. The most fun part is when 
we made various fruit-flavored ice blocks with bananas, 
papayas, apples, and honeydew. It looks so yummy, but 
unfortunately it’s for the sun bears. 

https://www.bsbcc.org.my/bear-talk-blog/a-beary-good-time-with-bsbcc.html
https://www.bsbcc.org.my/bear-talk-blog/2-weeks-with-the-worlds-smallest-and-cutest-bear.html
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Hello, the name’s Muhammad Faiz bin Mohd. Fikri or 
just Faiz and I am a vet student. My groupmates and 
I just finished our 2-week internship at BSBCC during 
our semester break in March. Along the course of our 
internship, we learned a lot of things and for the first 
time we were able to practice certain veterinary skills 
in the field. We had the opportunity to conduct several 
procedures upon Kina (a suspected pregnant female 
bear) such as X-ray, ultrasound, health check, teeth 
scalling and we also recorded her body measurements. 
Dr. Boon, our resident vet, also taught us how to do 
an internal parasite diagnostic test which is the faecal 
floatation procedure using fresh faeces we collected and 
also thin blood smear procedure. Luckily all the test 
results turned out to be negative!!! This is an indicator 
of how well animal husbanry is practiced here. 

All the activities we did were an eye-opening experience 
for me and it ignited my interest to become a wildlife 
veterinarian. All these are possible with the help of what  
I can call ‘BSBCC family’ where every member helps, 
nurture and educate each other in putting everything 
they can do in the best interests of the Bornean sun 
bear. Among the activities we did was preparing different 
types of enrichment for the sun bears which varies from 
food base enrichment to structural enrichment. We also 
did routine cleaning and feeding, fence checking, health 
assessment and so on. Interestingly, the diet of the 
bears here was luxurious with a vast variety of fruits and 
vegetables for the purpose of providing a wholesome 
diet. 

Volunteer S
tory

Besides those activities, the other things that was done 
perfectly was the learning process or information transfer 
among the BSBCC team and also to the visitors and the 
volunteers like us. The information transfer process 
here really drew my attention as it made me realize the 
urgency of educating the public regarding the Bornean 
sun bear or any other wildlife. The most important 
resource you can employ to bring about change in this 
world is education. At the time being, it is very shocking 
for me that the Bornean sun bear is one of those least 
studied bear species. In short, what I can say is need 
more of these establishments and more people with 
determination, passion, perseverance, and knowledge 
for a better world for both animals and humans. 

My Internship Experience At BSBCC 
by Muhammad Faiz b Mohd Fikri 

Image: One of the structural enrichment we made for the bears - ‘Vertical tyres’.

https://www.bsbcc.org.my/bear-talk-blog/my-internship-experience-at-bsbcc.html
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Welcome a sun bear into your family, class, club or 
corporation by adopting a sun bear or buying a gift for 
our sun bears (such as: medicine, food, or toys) to show 
you care and support the valuable work of BSBCC.

Adopting a bear is a great way to learn about sun bears 
while helping BSBCC meet the costs of rehabilitation. 
Funds raised by the adoption program are used to 
provide and create a better living condition for all of our 
bears. 

A
doption Program

ne

Adoption Programme
1. Bente Pedersen 
2. Gareth Thomas 
3. Iguchi Mikiko 
4. Jane Kostelnyk 
5. Lesley M Randall 
6. Lim Mee Ling 
7. Lucy Davis 

Share Bear Adoption
Adopt our Share Bears now!
Show your supports to our Centre to take care of the 
world’s smallest bears by adopting one of the following 
bears below:

Th
e Amiable Joe!

Th
e Lovable Mary!

The Hyperactive K
a

la

Th
e C

arefree Betung!

Th
e Cranky Rom

olina!

Th
e B

usy Bee Kipaku

Th
e Popular Fulung

!

Th
e Baby Luna!

Gifts with Meaning
A pot of honey!

A 

co
mfortable ham

m
o

ck
!

An
 Enrichment toy!

A 
food for a week!

Medication for a year!

March/April 2022 Share Bear adopters 

8. Michaela Pratt 
9. Nadiye Memisoglou
10. NUS Applied 
Biogeography 2022
11. Otto Adrino 
12. Tan Siok Thin 
13. Winifred Cattermole

March/April 2022 My Bear Adopters

OM was adopted by Julie Clemitson (March & April 2022)

NOAH was adopted by Rezenn Aromatherapy & 

Perfumery Academy (March 2022)
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BINTANG, BJ, DODOP & CERAH were adopted by Stichting No Wildlife Crime (April 2022)

A
doption Program

ne

To all our supporters, donors and adopters, all of your supports 
(such as: monetary, morale, hope and prayers) do mean a lot to 
us. Your kindness will be forever in our mind, and will help us to 
persevere in our fight for the sun bear cause. Thank you!

Scan or click this QR code to 
buy gift or adopt one of our 

sun bears. 

https://www.facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/videos/251190253597564
https://www.buddyz.co/en/experiences/virtual-safari-experience-with-bornean-sun-bear
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Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases will help 

us to protect, save and enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears.

B
ear S

hop

Microfiber cap: Blue/
Green

Price: RM33

Microfiber cap: Black/Red

Price: RM33

Microfiber cap: Black/
Orange

Price: RM33

Cotton cap: Green

Price: RM33

Cotton cap: Grey

Price: RM33

Hat

Price: RM38

BSBCC Car Logo Sticker

Price: RM6

Embroidery Badge Logo 

Price: RM15

Canvas bag: Logo

Price: RM45

Canvas bag: Sunbearo

Price: RM45

Canvas bag: Save sun bear

Price: RM45

Badge pin 

Price: RM15

Rattan bamboo bracelet

Price: RM24

Rimba card game

Price: RM115

‘Limited Edition’ Print of 
Bornean Sun Bear 

Price: RM300

Please click or scan on the QR code 

for the order form 

if you are interested in purchasing 

our merchandises.

Terms and conditions:

1. No cancellation upon 

confirmation of purchase.

2. Additional charges for shipping 

will be incurred.
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Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases will help 

us to protect, save and enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears.

B
ear S

hop

Polo Unisex Shirt

Colour: Black / Grey 

Price: RM62

Logo Unisex T-shirt

Price: RM55

Soft toy: Standing bear

Price: RM38

Soft toy: Handmade bear

Price: RM120

T-shirt: I Belong to the 
Forest Unisex

Price: RM55

Keychain Carving

Price: RM9

T-shirt: Tongue Unisex Dry 
Fit

Price: RM55

T-shirt: Chestmark Unisex 
Dry Fit

Price: RM55

T-shirt: Save Sun Bear

Price: RM55

Soft toy: Sitting bear 

Price: RM35

Coin bag

Price: RM25

Magnet card

Price: RM25/EA
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Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases will help 

us to protect, save and enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears.

B
ear S

hop

Saving Sun Bears: One 
Man’s Quest to Save A 
Species 

Price: RM100

The Wild Treehouse of 
Borneo

Price: RM45

River of Borneo 

Price: RM45

I Belong to the Forest 

Price: RM50

Animal Story Bundle Book 
(English version) 

Price: RM51.60

Animal Story Bundle Book 
(Chinese version) 

Price: RM51.60

The Sun Bear’s Food Hunt

Price: RM12.90

Wildlife Wong and the Sun 
Bear

Price: RM38

Wild Adventure

Price: RM62

Beautiful Borneo 
Colouring Book

Price: RM25

Wildlife Wong and the 
Orangutan 

Price: RM38

Wildlife Wong and the 
Pygmy Elephant

Price: RM38
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D
onors &

 C
ontributors

BSBCC’s work would never be possible without in-
kind and financial support from various individuals and 
agencies. We acknowledge the continuous support from 
the following contributors (March/April 2022):

• James F Felts 
• Jan Kuehnhausen 
• Jason Woolgar 
• Jefrey bin Thitus 
• Jennifer Logan-Porter
• Jens Soderlund 
• John Hechtel 
• Jorge Julian Plascencia 
Lliteras 
• Joseph Bennett 
• Katharina Mooseder 
• Keh Eng Sim 
• Khidmat Phi 162 
Resources 
• Kinabalu International 
School 
• Kristen Buckley 
• Lilian Vetch 
• Michael Dodds 
• Michelle Phoong 
• Mun Cheong 
• Ng Chooi Lan 
• Ng Han Ni 
• Pamel Xin Yi 
• Pavel Berkovich

• Ahmad Hisan
• Alexandra Howes
• Anne Mapson
• Biljana Markova
• Brenton Head
• Chooi Lan Ng
• Chow Mong Pheng
• Christina Thain 
• Christine Koerting 
• Christopher Chacksfield
• Cinzia Moncini
• Colin Hoare 
• Dawn Tanner 
• Eliane Duthoit 
• Elina Teplinsky 
• Elisabeth Holliday 
• Erik Willem Brower 
• Estate of W E Hawkins 
• Eu Yeok Siew 
• Foo Hui Yee 
• Gavin Thomson 
• Gry N 
• Hazel M Watts 
• Hng Lee Ying 
• Hum Huey Li 

With contributions of photos & text from

Seng Yen Wah, Anastasia Ting Jia Lei, Chiew Lin May,  

Jude Ailton George, Julamih Jainuddin,  

Mohd Haniff bin Mohd Busrah, Fairuz Hafizah bt Md Yusoff, 

Sufiah Umaira’ bt Noor Kamal Azlin,  

Muhammad Faiz b Mohd Fikri, & Risnayati Lammu 

Proofreading / English editor

Teresa Fung Wing Ka & Lori Bull 

Compiled & edited by 

Risnayati Lammu

BORNEAN SUN BEAR CONSERVATION CENTRE 
Location address: 
Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan Labuk, 90000 
Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia
Postal address: 
PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia. 
Contact number: +6 089 534 491
E-mail: info.bsbcc@gmail.com

• Samantha Rudofsky 
• Sara Prados 
• Sejal Petal 
• Shonan Riddell 
• Sim Jonathan 
• Sook Yuen Yan 
• Stephen November 
• Susan White 
• Tan May Leng 
• Tanya Stevenson

• Tenniel Phillips 
• Teoh Keng Wei 
• Teoh Saw Ling 
• Teresa Rivas 
• Terry Jane Grieveson 
• Wong Meng Li 
• Yvonne Eisner 
• Zhi Min Low
• Zhu Xun 

If you would like to make a direct donation to BSBCC, 
you can do so with one of these methods:

• Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre 
(BSBCC) 

- Donate any amount directly to BSBCC through our 
paypal account by clicking the donate button on our 
website: www.bsbcc.org.my 

• Wong Siew Te 
- Send an email to our CEO and Founder, Dr. Wong Siew 
Te, for further inquiries on donating directly to us at 
wongsiew@hotmail.com

mailto:info.bsbcc%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.bsbcc.org.my 
mailto:wongsiew@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc
https://www.instagram.com/bsbcc/
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/
https://www.youtube.com/user/BSBCC/
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