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BEAR STORY
NEW BEAR CUB RESCUE: ROMOLINA

A

four-month
old
female
Sun
Bear
cub, Romolina, as illegally was first found being
illegally kept as a pet. Her cage was small and it
was expected that she was kept for around three
months in substandard conditions. It wasn‟t until
good Samaritans got knowledge of her, that she
was quickly rescued by negotiating with the local
villager owner to hand over the bear. The owner
claimed that he had found the bear cub alone in
the forest and took her home as a pet at
Kampung Romol, Sapulut, in the interior division
of Sabah. Romolina (Rescued Bear #58) was
handed-over to the Sabah Wildlife Department
and sent to BSBCC on July 7th, 2018.
“We always hope this is the last bear taken
from the wild and then it happens again.
More effort is needed to STOP this from
happening!”

Romolina one of our new arrival rescue bear. She
is in safe hands at BSBCC now.
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Another rescued Sun Bear - victims of the illegal pet

As with all young Sun Bears, Romolina was
likely been stolen from her mother as a cub
and kept as an illegal pet, living a life locked
up in tiny cage. We are not sure exactly
what happened to Romolina‟s mother, but
we know a Sun Bear mother would not
abandon her cub in the forest, no matter the
circumstance. Romolina is now safe in our
care and will go through a routine
quarantine
and
rehabilitation
process,
including a full medical check-up. Thankfully
she was rescued from living a life as an
illegal pet, and we are thankful to the
responsible people involved in saving her
life.

Unloading Romolina from the truck and transferring her
to quarantine.

Romolina steps out of her cage and moves into her new
comfy, large den. Getting her first taste of a second
chance at freedom at the centre.

A life saved!

This is the second orphaned Sun Bear
rescued and sent to our Centre in 2018. Sun
Bears are under serious threat in the wild
and it is equally worrying that illegal
poaching is still a major threat affecting the
species in the wild right now. The ever
present demand and sell of Sun Bears as
pets or their illegal slaughter for bear bile
medicine has the potential to push Sun
Bears to the brink of extinction.
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Please remember that it is illegal and
inhumane to take Sun Bears from the wild or
to keep them as pets. We need to continue
our fight for the survival of this species by
ending the cruel demand for bear parts and
by
strengthening
wildlife
laws
and
enforcement to prevent such occurrences.
Let‟s PROTECT Sun Bears, before it‟s too
late!
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ABOUT ROMOLINA

Little Romolina is a six months old female Sun Bear cub
who was kept in a small cage as a house pet at
Kampung Romol, Sapulut, Sabah.

Romolina is the youngest female Sun Bear
cub at BSBCC and currently being kept
under around-the-clock observation by staff
in her quarantine enclosure. Little by little
she has grown to know that she is in a safe
place with safe people. During these two
weeks Romolina has gained weight and it‟s
become a true blessing for our staff to watch
her grow more confident and healthy every
day.
Little Romolina enjoys playing with enrichment toys.

Bob Hartley and Virgil Joon Gunting got knowledge
about this cub and quickly helped save her from the
villager by negotiating with him to hand over the cub.
As a Sun Bear cub she will spends most of the day
sleeping on the ground or hammock platform.

Please contact us to adopt little Romolina
and help in her journey to freedom. You can
also help others like her by speaking up
against all types of illegal pet trade. You
voice makes a difference and can help
protect Sun Bears from extinction!

She was subsequently found to be malnourished and
showed signs of stunted growth. Consequently, her
claws and teeth appeared too big for her tiny body as a
result from an unbalanced diet.
The Sun Bear Voice

Sept/Oct 2018

vol.5, no.5

You can read more about
Romolina
HERE
or
by
scanning on the QR code.
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BEAR STORY
TASTE OF FREEDOM FOR LITTLE LOGAN

Logan was found alone in the forest and then kept as a
pet. But he is in safe hands now and settling in well at
BSBCC

L

ogan was illegally captured near Lokan
River in Kulu-Kulu Village, Sabah and was
kept as a caged house pet for three months.
He was later surrendered to the Sabah
Wildlife Department and sent to BSBCC on
May 19th, 2018. Every year, orphaned Sun
Bears are rescued by the Sabah Wildlife
Department or surrendered by local people.
Sun Bear cubs specifically are targeted for
the illegal pet trade, illegally hunted for food
or used in traditional medicine. It is common
practice for poachers to kill the mother so
that the hunters can snatch the bear cub. In
the wild, Sun Bear cubs will spend the first
two to three years of their lives with their
mom in order to learn the necessary skills to
survive in the wild. Without this motherly
influence, rescued Sun Bear cubs are often
incapable of being released back into the
wild and they must rely on our rehabilitation
and support.

The rehabilitation process for Sun Bear cubs
start with a strong bonding period with his
surrogate mother (bear caretaker), where
cubs slowly gain trust, strength and freedom
to be wild bears again. The surrogate mother
assists in daily walks in the forest with bear
cubs to give them a second chance to learn
all of the skills needed to survive in the wild.

Logan digs into decayed wood with his long claws

The youngest male Sun Bear cub, Logan, has
settled happily into his new life. You can see
how much Logan has grown in the time since
his arrival and how healthy he is now with a
weight of 15.1kg.

With a beautiful yellow Sun Bear little crescent chest
mark
The Sun Bear Voice
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This brave bear has lost his mother, endured
an extended period of suffering in captivity
and has never known the wild freedom that
he was born to have. On the 7th of June
2018, Logan finally felt sunshine and grass
beneath his little paws again!
4

Logan checks a dead log for termites

Yummy! Bird Carcass!

Logan gets to play in the forest, learn
important foraging and tree-climbing skills
and now has the freedom to explore the
forest as he was meant to explore. He learns
to trust our team more and more every day.
The surrogate mother is truly helping little
Logan to become a wild bear again!

Upon Logan‟s rescue, we found that he was
missing his left thumb and had abnormal
development in his left front paw. Although
unfortunate, these issues have never made
him give up and he is always full of
enthusiasm and excitement in his daily
activities. He loves to learn new skills and
continually develops his growing muscles
every day! He is an agile climber and often
uses his powerful legs, feet with hairless
soles and sharp claws to climb trees he finds
suitable. Right after foraging he will often
choose his favorite tree to climb. He has
learnt the best way to climb trees and lianas
and enjoys a beautiful sun view! He is also
very brave and always wants to make the
most of what he‟s got! His only sign of
weakness is becoming too tired after he has
tried to climb too many trees – a good
problem to have for a rehabilitating Sun Bear
cub.

Now for some foraging

Mornings are Logan‟s favorite time of the
day as he knows that it means he will be
going on his own forest walks. He often
quickly climbs down from his basket, and
without hesitation, he will run into the dense
forest. He is developing very well as a Sun
Bear and showing great progress with his
forest skills.
To no surprise, Logan is always busy
foraging and filling his tummy full of food!
Sun Bears are opportunistic omnivores, and
for Logan, this means he loves to dig in
search his favourite types of food that
include termites, ants, insects, pill millipedes
and bird carcasses. When he finds something
on his own, he is very happy about it!
Sometimes Logan will stand up on his hind
legs to get a better smell and view of
something that has attracted his attention.
The Sun Bear Voice
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His true ability and agile shine through when up in the
tree canopy where he belongs

When Logan gets excited roaming in the
forest he will start to play fight and wrestle
with his surrogate mother. He loves to play
with anything and everything.
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He is a very active little bear and knows the
best way to the stream for a refreshing
swim. He enjoys dipping, chilling in the
stream or laying his snout deep in the water
to beat the heat. Logan takes great pleasure
and enjoys his freedom in the forest.

Once out to the forest, he quickly climbs up into the
trees

Looking at Logan’s pictures, it is hard to
believe he is finding his place within the
forest again and is catching up with his
missed experiences in life. Watching him now
is like watching a wild Sun Bear cub again.

The BEST FEELING: a dip in the stream!

Learning to be a wild bear again!

For little Logan, this newfound freedom has
meant that he can do what he was meant to
do in the wild including foraging through
decayed wood, go termite hunting, sun
bathe, and take refreshing dips in the nearby
stream. We cannot wait to see him overcome
the next series of challenges in his progress
to becoming a wild Sun Bear again. Watching
him is like watching any bear cubs in the
wild!
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Taking a nap on a random tree
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
FIRST SUN BEAR-THEMED LIBRARY IN SABAH

Dr Wong receiving the generous donation from the
school for the adoption programme

S

JK (C) Tai Tong school‟s library design
has adopted the Sun Bear as their main
theme and it was a great pleasure for BSBCC
to be a part of their launching on July 12 th,
2018. Many thanks to SJK (C) Tai Tong for
making Sun Bears important within their
school. Special thanks goes out to
headmistress, Mdm. Tan, for her invitation
and also to the library designer, Mr. Edward
Tham, for having the idea of spreading
awareness of the endangered Sun Bear to
students by placing information boards
around the library. It is also a great
contribution to place a donation box at the
library counter and to give self-designed
bookmarks as tokens of appreciation for
those who donated towards Sun Bear
conservation. The school has already
managed to collect an impressive RM2000 so
far that will go towards BSBCC‟s Share Bear
adoption plan. We hope to have additional
collaborations with SJK (C) Tai Tong in the
future and we hope more schools will
incorporate Sun Bears within their school
events and activities.

Top, Middle & Bottom: Information boards that were
installed in and around the school library.
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
YOUTH CLIMATE ACTION TRAINING CAMP

P

owershift
Malaysia
has
recently
collaborated with Eco Campus Management
Centre (EMC) and UMS Borneo Marine
Research Institute to run a four-day climate
action training camp at Universiti Malaysia
Sabah in Kota Kinabalu. This training camp
was sponsored by Global Environment
Facility (GEF), Small Grants Programme
(SGP) and United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and utilized mentors and
training workshops to provide participants
with the necessary tools and skills to work
on improve environment projects within
Sabahan communities. BSBCC sent two of
our staff members from the Environment
Education Unit, including Mdm. Risnayati and
Ms. Melynda, to participate in the four-day
intensive training camp that occurred from
July 5-8th, 2018. The training camp served
as a capacity-building platform related to
project management, creative campaigning,
community
engagement,
media
and
communications and policy learning. It also
provided an opportunity to strengthen
climate and environmental knowledge and
help to generate ideas for making a
difference in tackling climate change and
environmental issues within communities
throughout Sabah. There was a wide range
of age groups for participants that were
selected to join the training, from local
postgraduates to students from Politeknik
Sandakan and the non-profit organization
from BENTERAKATA. From this training, our
Environmental Education Unit is excited
utilize this added experience and new-found
skills into our education modules and
programmes at BSBCC.

All of the participants and committees of the Youth
Camp. Photo courtesy of Power Shift Malaysia
#PowerShiftSabah2018

Mdm. Risnayati presenting the project proposal in front
of all participants and committees.

Group photo with the camp coordinators. Left to right:
Melynda, Nanda, Risnayati, Kelvin

Proposed project under thematic area of environmental
education.
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
SUN BEAR HERO PROGRAMME by MRSM SANDAKAN

O

n 28th, 2018 BSBCC was very delighted
to be a collaborator for the Sun Bear Hero
Programme organized by Maktab Rendah
Sains MARA Tun Mohammad Fuad Stephens
(MRSM
Sandakan).
The
programmes
activities were mainly conducted by the
student participants themselves, which
provided a unique opportunity for students
to
become
engaged
in
efforts
for
environmental
management
and
conservation. Our Environmental Education
unit officers provided useful information
related to Sun Bears and also provided
details about BSBCC by giving presentations,
setting up an exhibition booth, and running
several mini activities for participants. It
showed great effort by the school to
incorporate their Sustainability Development
Goal 2030 project which focuses on Goal 15
(Life on Land), with their main objective this
year to boost funds for conservation
at
BSBCC whilst increasing student awareness
on the importance environmental care ad
conservation through the Kahoot challenge,
Minecraft Education Edition, Digital Story
with
Microsoft
Sawy,
and
#MyVoice
#SavetheSunBear campaign. At least 200
students, including 10 primary schools, were
involved in the Sun Bear Hero Education
Programme. Charity Night Market (or Tamu
Gadang Amal) was also organized by MRSM
during the night session, where profits were
contributed for BSBCC‟s Share Bear adoption
programme for little Miss Kitud. An adoption
promotion was also conducted after student
performances
and
speeches
from
all
respective parties involved in the planning of
this important event.

Students going through our centre's bear profiles

#MyVoice #SavetheSunBear campaign

Bear Adoption gimmick for share bear: Kitud.

Mdm Risnayati giving some insights on the Bornean Sun
Bears
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
INTERNATIONAL ORANGUTAN DAY 2018

I

n conjunction with the International
Orangutan Day on August 19th, 2018, the
Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre
(SOURC) organized a one-day awareness
event. Many different interactive and
educational activities were carried out during
this event including informative talks,
exhibitions, pongo fun fitness activities,
henna
drawing,
children
and
family
competitions and even a video show. This
event aims to raise public awareness related
to
the
conservation
concerns
that
Orangutans are facing in the wild, including
threats from illegal hunting and habitat
destruction. Both the Orangutan and Sun
Bear are keystone species within the
environment where they are found, and are
good examples of forest dependent species
within Sabah. BSBCC wants to thank SOURC
for inviting our team to participate at this
event.

Talk on Sun Bear and BSBCC by Mdm Risnayati,
BSBCC's Environmental Education Officer

3, 2, 1, smile! #savesunbears #lovesunbears #bsbcc
Staff in-charge and our interns checking the answer for
word search game

Group photo session
A Pongo Fun Fitness conducting by Fay's Dance Studio
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
SANDAKAN DISTRICT SCHOOL OUTREACH PROGRAMME (JULY 2018)

S

imilar to our previous Sandakan District
School Outreach Programme‟s of the past,
our education team organized another
outreach programme for Sandakan district
on July 2nd, 2018 at SMK Segaliud. This
event was in cooperation with our partners
in environmental awareness including Sabah
Wildlife Department (SWD) and HUTANKinabatangan
Orangutan
Conservation
Programme (HUTAN-KOCP) that took place
at SK Segaliud and SK Taman Rimba on July
3rd-4th 2018.
All of the scheduled activities were
completed
successfully
and
included
activities such as talks from the participating
agencies, exhibition booths, interactive
group games and colouring activities. It is
wonderful to see such enthusiasm and
curiosity from the participating students
related to the conservation of nature and
wildlife. It is our hope that these
programmes can nurture and develop more
nature lovers and conservationists into the
future and that we enhance and spread the
awareness for not only the conservation of
nature and wildlife, but also for Sun Bears.
Special thanks goes out to the Sabah Wildlife
Department and HUTAN-KOCP for their
participation and partnership and to the
school staff that were involved and that
provided their utmost cooperation and
hospitality.

Top: Sunny the Sun Bear mascot posing with the
students of SK Segaliud, Sandakan for the very
successful program!
Bottom: Participating agencies and the school staffs of
SK Rimba, Sandakan taking some pictures with Sunny
the Sun Bear.

Table 1: List of schools/organizations BSBCC
visited in July and August 2018.
Schools/
Organization

No. Pax

Date

41

2nd July

SK Segaliud, Sandakan

227

3rd July

SK Taman Rimba,
Sandakan

254

4th July

SMK Kemabong, Tenom

213

23rd July

SMK Chinta Mata, Tenom

200

24th July

SK Mantailang, Tenom

110

25th July

SMK Tenom

150

26th July

SK Jawa Sumbiling, Tenom

144

27th July

SMK Entilibon, Telupid

230

7th Aug

SK Entilibon, Telupid

357

8th Aug

SMK Segaliud, Sandakan

Our education officer, Mdm Risnayati and volunteer, Ms.
Yu Qi giving explanations to the students at the booth
and in SMK Segaliud, Sandakan
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
OUTREACH PROGRAMME
TENOM DISTRICT

T

he BSBCC‟s Environmental Education
team visited five schools located around
Tenom district in Sabah for an education and
awareness programme. This event was
organized by the research and conservation
NGO called HUTAN-Kinabatangan Orangutan
Conservation Programme (HUTAN-KOCP)
and was also in partnership with Sabah
Wildlife Department. This collaborative event
aimed to raise awareness on the important
needs to protect the environment and
wildlife within the state of Sabah. More than
1,000 students and their respective teachers
and school administrative staff were involved
in this five-day programme. The organizing
team was glad to have such great support
from each participating school and we hope
that all people involved have gained interest
and knowledge regarding environmental
conservation and wildlife protection in
Sabah.

o

JELAJAH ENTILIBON

n August 7th-8th, 2018, another outreach
programme was organized by Danau Girang
Field Centre (DGFC) at Kampung Entilibon in
Tongod, which is located in the Telupid
district of Sabah. Our BSBCC Team was a
collaborator for this event alongside other
organizations including Hutan-KOCP, Sabah
Wildlife Rescue Unit and Sabah Wildlife
Department. This programme was organized
with the goal of raising awareness and to
help educate students and the public
regarding the importance of conserving
nature and our wildlife, especially important
species that are on the brink of extinction.
The target audiences at this event included
school-youths,
local
workers
and
communities in the area. One primary school
and one secondary school were visited
during this event including SK Entilibon and
SMK Entilibon. There were various activities
in
this
programme
including
talks,
educational booths, quizzes and interactive
games from each participating agency. The
enthusiasm and interest shown by students
was great and teachers showed immense
support throughout the programme. Special
thanks to the organizing committee, our
other collaborating agencies and to the
schools for their cooperation and warm
hospitality.

BSBCC team (left to right: Julia, Gloria, Yani) carrying
out an interactive activity to students of SK Jawa
Sumbiling

A group photo of the teachers and representatives of
participating agencies of the programme with the
principal of SK Entilibon

A group photo with students and teachers of SK
Mantailang.
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
GROUP VISIT

O

n August 11th, 2018, there was a visit to
BSBCC by Kelab Rakan Pustaka (Library
Club) of Politeknik Sandakan Sabah, which
included a total of 38 students and a few
accompanying teachers. The students were
given a briefing and presentation about Sun
Bears before proceeding with planned
activities at the Centre. Every student was
given an activity book that focused on the
subspecies of Sun Bear and also the
importance of the habitat to their survival in
the wild. By the end of the visit, explanations
were given for the questions and activities
found within the activity book and a mini
quiz was conducted to evaluate the level of
understanding of students that participated.
On August 18th, 2018, BSBCC was visited by
3 schools from Sabah including Sekolah
Agama Al-Azhar from Sandakan, SMK
Elopura II from Sandakan and Maktab Sabah
from Kota Kinabalu. The visiting schools
were given talks about Sun Bears by BSBCC
staff, had outdoor learning sessions and also
had the opportunity to observe the Sun
Bears in the forest enclosure from our
viewing platform. In addition, the Kelab
Pencinta Alam of SMK Elopura II also
donated fruits for the Sun Bears while the
Kelab Koperasi SMK Elopura II donated some
sellable handcrafted items featuring the
information of Sun Bears and other wild
animals, in which the profit from the sale
would be donated to BSBCC.

Ms. Gloria and students of SMK Elopura II posing with
the fruits donated for BSBCC
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Group photo with the students and accompanying
teachers from Politeknik Sandakan Sabah.

It was such a delight to see the students
engaged and learning and hopefully this visit
provided valuable knowledge for students to
bring back and spread amongst the rest of
their friends and family. Thanks goes out to
all of the schools for their visit, support, and
donations to BSBCC.
Table 2: List of schools/organizations visited
BSBCC in July and August 2018.
Schools/
Organizations

No.
Pax

Date

SK Sg Nangka, Beluran

18

7th July

Bank Negara Malaysia

25

15th July

Anak-Anak Tentera 23 RAMD

29

19th July

RDC (Interns)

15

20th July

Rakan Pustaka, Politeknik
Sandakan

46

11th Aug

FSSA, UMS

16

15th Aug

Sekolah Agama Al-Azhar

90

18th Aug

SMK Elopura II

16

18th Aug

Maktab Sabah, Kota Kinabalu

11

18th Aug

RDC English Summer Camp

54

24th Aug
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VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS

B

SBCC
currently houses
44
rescued Sun Bears in our two bear
houses
and
a
quarantine
facility. Each day, the once captive
Sun Bears are provided with
ample food and activities to
stimulate healthy bear behaviour.
Volunteers and interns help our
keepers to achieve our goals in
looking after the welfare of these
bears and helping them in their
rehabilitation process.
BSBCC Volunteer Programme
BSBCC continues to receive help
from volunteers across the world.
The BSBCC volunteer programme,
conducted in collaboration with APE
Malaysia,
has
been
active
throughout May and
June 2018.
Volunteers in this programme were
supervised by BSBCC staffs with
much-appreciated assistance from
the APE Malaysia team. Besides
helping the keepers in caring for the
bears at the Centre, volunteers also
helped to spread awareness on the
plights of Sun Bears through the
education booth at our visitor
Centre.

Table 3: List of volunteers and interns in July and
August 2018.
Volunteer
Name
Country Duration
/ Interns
Intern

Malaysia

2nd July23th Sept

Julia Moore

Volunteer

UK

22nd-29th
July

Sienna K
Gaskins

Volunteer

USA

Lye Xin Ying

Volunteer

Malaysia

Lim Phaik Xia

Volunteer

Malaysia

Chung Chyi Wei

Volunteer

Malaysia

Munich
International
School (BATs
Group)

Volunteer
(10 pax)

UK

8th-11th
July

Fianlee Masiwa

6th July–
31st Sept
21st July10th Aug
20th Aug16th Sept
24th Aug3rd Sept

Laura Saunders

Intern

UK

17th July Feb/Mac
2019

Imogen Chilton

Volunteer

UK

6th-20th
July

Tara Sofia
Jadwani Bungar

Volunteer

Australia

6th-20th
July

Internship at BSBCC
BSBCC welcomes students from
any
local
and
international
institutions for their internship at
the Centre. Interns will have the
opportunity to learn about the
rehabilitation of once captive Sun
Bears. Interns will also study the
importance of bear enrichment and
of cleanliness of the facility. They
will also have a rare opportunity to
learn about the behaviours of this
little known species up close.
BATs group
The BATs group programme at
BSBCC will learn about Sun Bear
ecology, helping in basic building
techniques
and
develop
their
teamwork and leadership skills in
the challenging environment.
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If you would like to make a difference and enjoy the
experience of a lifetime, please join us. Learn about
our
volunteer
programme
on
our
website
www.bsbcc.org.my/volunteer.html or email us at
info.bsbcc@gmail.com for further enquiries.
Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder of BSBCC
Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com
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VOLUNTEERS STORIES
MY FIRST TIME IN BORNEO, BUT NOT THE LAST
by Sofia Lundegårdh
The daily routines at the BSBCC consisted of
cleaning cages and preparing food for the
bears, which was given to them both inside
the bear house and outside the forest
enclosures. One of my favourite things to do,
was making enrichments. Everyday all the
bears had to be stimulated, in order to keep
them entertained and encourage their
natural behaviours to help them learn about
the forest. Enrichments were usually made
out of whatever materials we had available
such as leaves, sticks and fire hoses and
filled with hidden treats like peanut butter or
honey. We also being provided the chance of
testing our creativity and see if we could
make something bigger and more advance,
in my case a hammock and a ramp! Later
watching the bears play with whatever you
gave them always made me happy, but I
also began noticing the different behaviours
and characteristics between individuals.
Before I came here I did not know much
about Sun Bears but their charming and
unique personalities made them the most
wonderful animal that I have ever worked
with. It saddens me deeply that their
backgrounds are filled with so much trauma
caused by humans after having been kept as
pets under horrible conditions.
Making enrichments called the ‘stick paradox’ for the
bears.

M

y name is Sofia Lundegårdh, I am 18
and from Sweden. For my entire life I have
known that I want to work with animals,
which is why I chose to study animal care
and am now in the final year of my 3 year
education. It was only recently that I found
more interest in animal rehabilitation, so
thanks to a scholarship from my school,
when I got the opportunity to volunteer at
the Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre, I
was so happy I almost could not believe it.
Therefore, as part of the internship that is
included in my education, I travelled to
Borneo for 5 weeks together with my
classmate Jonas.
It was my first time ever going to Asia and
working in such a warm and humid climate,
which took some time to get used to after
coming directly from the snow in Sweden.
Sometimes it got tough, but the staff was so
considerate and great at making sure that
everything went smoothly with us. At the
end, knowing that what I did was to help the
bears made all the work very rewarding.
The Sun Bear Voice
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Stuffing some honey, peanut butter, banana, and ginger
leaves into egg cartons for Sun Bear enrichments.

As I slowly got to know the bears, I also got
to know the staff of the centre. Everyone
have been so friendly, welcoming and helpful
from the very start, and working next to
them has taught me a lot about animal
rehabilitation as well as given me an insight
into the operation of the work place. I also
found it incredibly inspiring to see how
passionate, dedicated and caring for the
bears all the keepers are.
15

Pen F’s ramp installation with Jonas, Brandon, and
Andy.

Cube Hose enrichment making with Yu Endo and
Brandon!

I really do not want to go home yet, but
these 5 weeks have gone by way too fast. I
am so grateful for my school sending me
here, as this experience has been one of the
best things I have ever done in my life, and
though I am sad to leave I also made so
many great memories. To the staff of
BSBCC, thank you all so incredibly much for
everything you do for the bears and for
everything you did for me during these 5
weeks. I am already planning my next visit
here, as I definitely want to come back in
the nearest possible future!

Lastly, I would like to share a quote from
Jane Goodall that I was shown by Dr Wong.
It has meant a lot to me during my time
here and will continue to inspire me for the
rest of my life, so I hope that it might do the
same for anyone else who reads this: “Only
if we understand, can we care. Only if we
care, will we help. Only if we help, shall they
be saved.”

Bear pose after installing Chin’s bridge.

Posing with the photo booth props at the educational
booth in the visitor centre.
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VOLUNTEERS STORIES
BSBCC FROM THE TALLEST GUY PERSPECTIVE
by Jonas Bolin
After the first two weeks I started to learn all
the different things such as behaviours and
the characteristic among the bears, which
was a pretty cool feeling if you ask me. But
all this was thanks to all the keepers that
had patience with me and told me that we
learn by mistakes which made me try until I
succeeded. It is so inspiring to see all these
hard working people and see how much they
care for Sun Bears.
They have taught me a lot about Sun Bears
and its importance to the ecosystem here in
Borneo and what we have to do is to make
sure they can survive in the wild. They have
taught me a lot about Sun Bears and its
importance to the ecosystem here in Borneo
and what we have to do to make sure they
can survive in the wild. I cannot thank these
guys enough and I wish them the best of
luck in the future because they are some of
the best people I have met in my whole life.
One moment I will remember for a long time
is meeting the founder of BSBCC Dr. Wong
Siew Te. He is such an inspiring man who
care so much for the animals and their
environment. I have a feeling that he has
started something big that will lead to a new
level of animal caretaking in many places of
the world.

Introducing the ‘Fire Hose Octopus’!

H

ello!

My name is Jonas Bolin, I am 18 years old
and live in Sweden. I am right now studying
to become an animal keeper and will be
graduating this coming spring. I was one of
the lucky few to get the opportunity to do
my internship at BSBCC which I am so
grateful for. This trip was going to be the
biggest adventure of my life and I could not
be more excited about it. Looking back, this
was one of the most incredible journeys I
have ever imagined and I was planning to
gather so much experience.
I am right now at the end of my internship
at BSBCC which of course is very sad, but
when I look back at my time here I could not
resist to smile. These five weeks has been so
incredible and I have earned more
experience than I could imagine. However,
the first two weeks were mostly focusing on
learning the routines for me. There are
always so many new things to learn
wherever you go and when they told me to
learn all the bears names and identify them
I thought they were crazy. I thought it would
be hard enough to learn the names of the
staff.
The Sun Bear Voice
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Before feeding the bears with coconuts alongside Yu
Endo and Roger.

So during my weeks I have gathered so
much experience. I have so much work
experience which I will bring me with me for
my whole life and my future career. What is
more is that I have gathered even more life
experience during this trip which has made
me a new person, as I have discovered I can
handle so much more than I thought before.
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Brandon and I building Pen F’s ramp.

Making ‘Nest Ball’ enrichment with Sofia.

I will use all this experience my whole life
and make sure to always remember this
adventure. But most of all I will remember
all the friends I have found down here, even
if we cannot make sure that we will see each
other again, I will always have them in my
mind. Of course I will miss the bears as well
and they will always have a special place in
my heart.

Education booth duty with Sumira.

So this adventure was not what I was
expecting, it was so much better. I will
therefore thank BCBCC and APE Malaysia for
making this dream come true. I will miss
everything so much and I am really looking
forward to see what this centre can become
in 10 more years.

Mizuno and I constructing Chin’s ramp.

Mizuno and I constructing Chin’s ramp.
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VOLUNTEERS STORIES
THERE WON’T BE ANOTHER EXPERIENCE JUST LIKE THIS
by Jessamine Thong Jiah Kher
Well, if you‟re undergoing a volunteer
programme or an internship, the centre
would always assign a buddy with you!
Having a buddy is a wonderful idea, as it
feels like you have someone that can be
close to you when you‟re new. They would
be like an additional family member that you
never knew of! They‟ll teach you, guide you
and take the fullest care of you during your
time there. So who‟s my buddy? Well, it‟s
the legendary senior bear keeper DAVID
TAHIR. He taught me a lot since the first day
I arrived, until the day I left. From cleaning
cages to making creative enrichments,
there‟s just nothing he can‟t do. Best buddy
ever!
What did I like most, during the whole
internship?
Well, if I had to choose… it‟s definitely going
to be building enrichments! Yup, building is
so much FUN! And the feeling of
achievement after you have finished and
knowing that the bear really enjoyed their
new play equipment, there were just no
words to describe the joy that I felt.
Getting the Fire Hose Cube ready for the bears.

H

i! I‟m Jessamine Thong who is taking a
Diploma in Animal Health and Production
programme in the University Putra Malaysia
Kampus Bintulu, Sarawak (UPMKB) and I‟m
here to share this my journey of undergoing
an internship in BSBCC.
To be honest, I had no idea bears even
existed in Malaysia before working with
BSBCC and right on the first day, the
friendliest team of bear care coordinators fed
me all the facts on Sun Bears, and I was
quite lost, but well, we learn don‟t we?
So, my internship lasted for two and a half
months and well, it was unexpectedly
wonderful! Sun Bears! Wow! Why not?! They
are Beautiful! However, what really made
BSBCC beautiful is how the staff and
volunteers really care. Let‟s get on with my
adventure shall we?
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Preparing Sensory Enrichments with David for the Sun
Bears.

There was lots of events going on during my
time there, and one of the favorite was of
course, SUN BEAR DAY (16th May 2018) –
Making a lot of enrichments and also getting
involved in giving visitors a good old handson experience in making these enrichments.
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Preparing Nest Ball enrichment with Nabilah, David, and
Jeniur.

One of the bears in our centre.

Working with Nabilah for Sun Bear Day enrichment
making hands-on with the visitors.

Bjorn Hala – ‘Bear Home’
This is actually a house where the staffs and
volunteers live during their time here. This
brings me back to the first day I‟ve arrived.
Andy, the „manager‟ of Bjorn Hala: I‟m so
sorry that my bag was super heavy, have no
idea what made it that heavy but thanks for
helping me with it! And also the Bjorn Hala
family, thanks for welcoming me warmly,
and make me feel at home.

Bjorn Hala Family portrait:
From the left, Mizuno, Andy, Wawa, Becca, Jasmine,
Jessamine and Jeniur
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All the bears and people I have met here, as
well as all the love and care they shared, the
food they fed, the unexpected experience
they gave me, are irreplaceable and
memories I will hold forever. Thanks for
taking me out on so many adventures and
this unforgettable experience.
That‟s quite all from me. Curious on what
made my internship so unique? Just come
here and experience what I had, what all the
other volunteers and interns had, then you‟ll
know, why it‟s gonna be one of the best part
of your life. Trust me, there will be no
regrets!

Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre Family:
Dr. Wong’s and his wonderful team of ‘Sun Bears’
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BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME

W

elcome a Sun Bear into your family,
class, club or corporation by adopting a Sun
Bear or buying a gift of Sun Bear
medicine, food, or toys to show you care and
support the valuable work of BSBCC.
Adopting a bear is a great way to learn about
Sun Bears while helping BSBCC meet the
costs of rehabilitation. Funds raised by the
adoption program are used to better the lives
of all bears.

My Bear

T

he My Bear Adoption Programme allows
corporates or individuals to exclusively adopt
Sun Bears at BSBCC. One of our bears, Chin,
was adopted by Borneo & Beyond on
August 20th, 2018 for six months through
this programme. Thanks for the generosity
in supporting our Sun Bears!

Gifts With Meaning

A pot of honey

A hammock

Medication for 1 year

Food for 1 week

An enrichment toy

Find out how to adopt a Sun Bear from our
website:
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-abear.html
Share Bear
Choose one of the Sun Bears:

Kala

Fulung

Montom

Boboi

Kitud

Mary
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List of adopters in July and August
2018:
1. SJK (C) Tai Tong
27. George Herbert
Sun Bear Library
28. Gloria Esposito
2. Adhari (Malaysia)
29. Amy & Hui
3. Claire Martin
Chamber
4. Bette Connolly
30. Angele
5. Daniel Popa
Trommelen
6. Olivia Venier
31. Victoria
7. Kristy Spruit &
Gueguenteil
Charlotte Huitink
32. Olaf Groef
8. Cherie Chew
33. MRSM Tun
9. Destination Asia
Mohammad Fuad
Destination
Stephens
Management Sdn
(Sandakan)
Bhd
34. Arthur Timsit
10. Alina Rastam
35. Camilla
11. Curtis Triol
Franticeni
12. Amanda Palmer
36. Mike Morris
13. Cindy Bradford
37. Cheryl De Souza
14. Faten Nasyrah
38. Adam & Georgia
Zulkifli
39. Eric Huang
15. Kaela Swartz
40. Daniel Lim
16. Adrian Boyling
41. Susan Brown
17. Jacquelyn McBain 42. Grant Albert
18. Dominik
43. The Winton
Tomaszewski
Foundation for
19. Daniel Cothran
the Welfare of
20. Daniel Hennessy
Bears
21. Tracy Matthews
44. Samantha
22. Eliane Duthoit
Bickford
23. Katharina John
45. Aran Parsons
24. Geoff Tymms
46. Anja Kilimann
25. Jonathan Hyde
47. Thorsten David
26. Alison Davis
48. Viladevall
21

BSBCC IN THE NEWS
RM50,000 fine or jail for having Sun Bear parts. Daily Express. 6th July 2018.

The Sun Bear Voice

Sept/Oct 2018

vol.5, no.5

23

BSBCC IN THE NEWS
BSBCC was also featured in the following online news and
newspapers:


BSBCC Sepilok anjur program Pendidikan dan Kesedaran
Hidupan Liar Sabah (Sepilok’s BSBCC organizing Sabah
Wildlife Education and Awareness Programme). Utusan Borneo.
6th July 2018.



RM50,000 fine or jail for having Sun Bear parts. Daily
Express. 6th July 2018.



Two years’ jail, RM50,000 fine over bear’s body parts.
Borneo Post. 6th July 2018



Perpustakaan bertemakan beruang madu mampu tingkat
kesedaran (Sun Bear-themed library is capable to enhance
awareness). Harian Ekspres. 15th July 2018.



Sandakan school creates first Sun Bear-themed library.
Daily Express. 16th July 2018.



Bornean Sun Bear Centre also hit. Borneo Post Online. 15th
August
2018.
http://www.theborneopost.com/2018/08/15/
bornean-sun-bear-centre-also-hit/



Trap laid for Bornean Sun Bear who attacked retiree. New
Straits Times. 27th August 2018. https://www.nst.com.my/
news/nation/2018/08/405281/trap-laid-bornean-sun-bear-whoattacked-retiree



Having wildlife parts illegally: 28-year-old
charge. Daily Express. 29th August 2018.



Security guard freed from charge of possessing body
parts of Sun Bear. The Borneo Post. 29th August 2018.



Wildlife Dept hunting for hostile Sun Bear. Daily Express.
29th August 2018.



These Malaysians Are The Reason Why Our Endangered
Animals Are Still Surviving. SAYS Malaysia. 30th August
2018.
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS
Sandakan school creates first Sun Bear-themed library. Daily Express. 16th July 2018.
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS
Bornean Sun Bear Centre also hit. Borneo Post Online. 15th August 2018.
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS
Trap laid for Bornean Sun Bear who attacked retiree. New Straits Times. 27th August 2018.
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BEAR SHOP
MERCHANDISES
Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases help us to protect, save and
enrich the lives of the endangered Sun Bears.
Cotton

Medium
Logo

Small
Hand-made Bear Clay

Fisherman Hat

MYR 40 (Logo & Sunbearo)

Sun Bear Chest-Mark T-shirt
(Black only)

Colour samples

MYR 40.00 (Adult)
Size: XXXL, XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS
Colour: Black, Military green, Brown,
Blue
MYR 35.00 (Kids)
Size: XL, L, M, S, XS
Colour : Blue, Pink

*Quick drying lightweight cap only available
in Dark Blue colour

Save Sun Bear T-shirt
(Black, Green, White)

MYR 40.00 (Adult)
Size: XXXL, XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS

MYR 40.00 (Adult)
Size: XL, L, M, S, XS

MYR 35.00 (Kids)
Size : XL, L, M, S, XS

MYR 35.00 (Kids)
Size: XL, L, M, S, XS

Bear
Walking

Polo T-shirt
(Black, Grey)
MYR 52.00 (Adult)
Size: XXXL, XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS

Bear Cartoon

Debbie

Bear Sitting

Soft toy

Coins Bag

MYR 45.00 (Bear Walking)
Size:30cm(H)x8cm(L)

MYR 25.00
Colour : Khaki, Black, Grey,
Dark blue

MYR 45 (Fina)

MYR52.00 (Small)
Size: 3.3cm(L)x2.4cm(W)x4cm(H)

Tongue T-shirt

Quick drying
lightweight fabric
Cap

Fina

Canvas Bag

MYR83.00 (Medium)
MYR 30.00
Size: 6.8cm(L)x5.5cm(W)x4cm(H) Colour : Khaki

Bear Standing

Sunbearo

MYR 25.00
Size: 9.5cm(H)x9.5cm(L)

MYR 38.00 (Bear Standing)
Size:19cm(H)x8cm(L)

Card Magnet

Clay Magnet

Rattan Bracelet

MYR 2.50
MYR 15.00 (each)
Size :
9cm(H)x5.5cm(L) (Bear Cartoon)
5.5cm(H)x9cm(L) (Debbie)

MYR 18.00 (each)

MYR 35.00 (Bear Sitting)
Size: 17cm(H)x8cm(L)

Car Sticker
(10cm)
MYR 5.00

Embroidery Badge
(7.5cm)
MYR 15.00

Bear Bookmarker
(Wood 15cm)
MYR 8.00 (each)

Bear Bookmark
(Soft PVC ~9cm)
MYR 12.00 (each)

Button Badge
(5.8cm)
MYR 3.50 (each)

Please click here or scan on the QR code for the order form if you are
interested in purchasing our merchandises.
Terms and conditions:
1. No cancellation upon confirmation of purchase.
2. Price shown are inclusive of GST 0%. Additional charges for shipping will
be incurred.
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DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS

B

SBCC‟s work would never been possible
without in-kind and financial support from
various individuals and agencies. We acknowledge
the continuous support from the following
contributors:





















Public donation from
BSBCC donation box
Communities
Foundation of Texas
Plumpton College T1
(World Challenge)
Healing Animals
Organization
Munich International
School (World
Challenge)
Whitney Green
Karen Lippitt
Inter-Community
School Zurich
Gauri Khurana
Scubazoo Images Sdn
Bhd
Bank Negara Malaysia
Susanne Blume
Jessica Prestage
Jessica Warwick
Jason Woolgav
Stephen November
Elina Teplinsky
Michelle Appleton
Tanya Stevenson
Jason Woolgar




























Annabel Gee
Kasey Cabral
Nick Mapson
Anne Mapson
Gina Ball
Alina Rastam
Michelle Ashton
Hui Yee Foo
Mark Liy
Gemma Jenkinson
Gareth Morris
Katalin Boldizsar
Natch Greyes
Gareth Morris
Elodie Vintage Home
Brenton Head
Cinzia Moncini
Katalin Boldizsar
SJK (C) Tai Tong
Sun Bear Library
Nikolett Sarosi
Pamela Xin Yi
Teresa Rivas
Khoo Ann
Mun Cheong
Ummu Atiyyah
SMK Elopura II

If
you
would
like
to
make
a
direct
donation to BSBCC, you can do so with one of
these methods:
 Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
(BSBCC) - Donate any amount directly to
BSBCC through our paypal account by clicking
the
donate
button
on
our
website:
www.bsbcc.org.my


Wong Siew Te - Send an email to our CEO
and Founder, Dr. Wong Siew Te, for further
inquiries on
donating directly to us at
wongsiew@hotmail.com

With contributions of information & text from
Chiew Lin May, Seng Yen Wah, Risnayati Lammu,
Gloria Ganang, Mohd. Haniff Mohd. Busrah, Sofia
Lundegårdh, Jonas Bolin, Jessamine Thong Jiah
Kher, Amanda Wilson, Fianilee Masiwa

What can you do to help the
Sun Bears?








Do not support any wildlife trade
Contact us if you find any illegal
activities (poaching, trading, etc)
Learn more about Sun Bears and
their habitat
Follow us on social medias and help
us spread the word
Donate through our website
Adopt a bear through our website,
or at our Centre
Volunteer!
BORNEAN SUN BEAR
CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC)

Location address:
Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan Labuk,
90000 Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia
Postal address:
PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan,
Sabah, Malaysia
Tel:
+6 089 534 491
E-mail:
info.bsbcc@gmail.com
Website:
www.bsbcc.org.my
facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/
instagram.com/bsbcc

Proofreading / English editor :
Anthony K Pine, Teresa Fung Wing Ka
Compiled & edited by
Melynda Cheok
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