
  

 The Sun Bear Voice 

L ate Monday night on the 10th March 

2014, the BSBCC staffs waited  

patiently for the new bears to arrive. A 

large truck full of bears slowly pulled into 

the Centre‟s docking area. It was 

10.00pm, all five rescued sun bears  

arrived from Lok Kawi Zoo, Kota Kinabalu, 

where they were temporarily placed  

before being sent to the Centre.  

 

As the bears barked and rattled their 

cages, the staff managed to safely unload 

and transfer the four adult bears and one 

cub into the centre‟s new rehabilitation 

facility, all within the course of only three 

hours! As a Totally Protected Species  

under the Sabah Wildlife Enactment, it is 

completely illegal to hunt or keep sun 

bears as pets. Despite the law, it is sadly 

common to find sun bears in cages of 

people‟s homes. Ronnie, Diana, Phin,  

Sigalung and Sunbearo are the names of 

these five new residents (Find out more 

about them in the Bear story section).  
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Mr. Wong Siew Te gives 
directions for uploading the 
first bear into the quarantine 
area.  

Five new rescued sun bears 
from different district of  
Sabah 



 LOKI, SUN BEAR CUB  

CONFISCATED AND HANDED  

OVER TO BSBCC 

A gain, this is another case of  a sun bear 

captured and raise illegally by  

irresponsible people. On the 24th March 2014, 

BSBCC received another sun bear cub. Mr. 

Wong Siew Te, Founder & CEO of BSBCC  

together with his team waited the for the 

cub‟s arrival.  

 

Like some of our confiscated bears, she was 

reared illegally by her previous owner, who 

bought this cub from a friend, in Ranau (west 

coast part of Sabah). Indeed, she was kept at 

the backyard of an inn for about five months.  

Loki moved in to a cage next to Sunbearo, a 

male sun bear that just arrived two weeks 

earlier. As she stepped into her new cage, she 

was pacing intensely in her quarantine cage, 

ignoring the warm milk, rice porridge and  

banana that were provided for her. It also 

took a while for her to finally calm down and 

explore the dried leaves, climbing wood  

structures and food prepared by the staff in 

her cage.  

We sincerely hope that people can stop  

having sun bears as pets. Sun bears are 

cute in the way they are but no one should 

take them away from their natural habitat. 

This will only be subsidiary to the interests 

of their owners, however it  is cruel to keep 

any wild animal as pet and make them  

behave against their natural behavior. 

Hopefully with the care and love that will be 

provided for this cub, we can help her to get 

back to the wild one day.  

A SUCCESSFUL COMMUNITY 

TALK AT PUBLIKA,  

KUALA LUMPUR  

I n conjunction with the Earth Month 2014, 

EcoKnights organized a series of activities 

in Publika Mall, Kuala Lumpur. Our Founder 

& CEO, Mr. Wong Siew Te was invited to 

give a community talk on sun bears on the 

Sunday morning of April 13th. We are  

grateful to the organizer, EcoKnights‟  

founder Yasmin Ras  and her team  for  their  

invitation  and  putting  this event together.  

Mr. Wong Siew Te (right) and Azzry Dusain (left) loading 
the trans-location cage from the truck.  

The new cub was pacing tensely in the quarantine cage. 

The new sun bear cub, Loki started to calm down. 

Mr. Wong Siew Te giving a talk about sun bears.  
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THE HARMONIOUS INTEGRATION 

OF TWO SUN BEAR CUBS  

T his is a story of two sun bear cubs,  

Sunbearo and Loki. They recently  

completely their individual quarantine periods, 

and finally the day has come for us to  

integrate these two sun bears cubs for the 

first time. Fire extinguishers and buckets of 

water were prepared to separate them if they 

became aggressive with one another.  

 

Azzry, our bear keeper, was ready to observe 

and assess the introduction. Sunbearo and 

Loki lived quietly side by side in the  

quarantine area, and after one month of  

solitude the sliding gate between them was 

opened on April 21st . Loki was curious and 

neared the gate to sniff Sunbearo. Sunbearo, 

being the naughty little boy that he is, was 

sure to be the first one to run into the cage 

where Loki belongs. Both of them instantly 

sniffed and explored all over the cages,  

tapping everything around and checking out 

the new climbing structures.  

 

After about ten minutes of sniffing, and no 

aggressive growls, it was playtime! Sunbearo 

initiated play with Loki, and from the point on 

they wrestled non-stop for an hour straight 

inside the big basket. The two bears took a 

short break, and then went right back to more 

playing! The following day was more fun! The 

playing continued and the bears chased,  

Sun bearo & Loki, playing in the basket. 

rolled, and climbed around  the exercise  

pen together. Sun bears have uniquely 

loose skin around their necks, so that if 

they are bitten by another bear they can 

escape from it. They also come equipped 

with strong sharp claws that they can use 

to protect themselves from harm. The  

integration of the these bears went  

extremely well!   

 

We are glad that they socialized well  

together, especially Loki due to the high 

stress levels she had when she first arrived 

at this Centre. She is now happy bear and 

enjoys wrestling with her new companion. 

Compared to Loki, Sunbearo demonstrates 

a more dominant personality. He is  

definitely the boss! It seems they are  

beginning to understand and comfort each 

other more and more every day.  

Sunbearo giving a friendly tap on Loki’s head. 

EDUCATIONAL  

ACTIVITIES  

E ducation outreach programmes  

continued to run throughout March 

and April 2014. It is always a pleasure to 

have group visits from schools and  

organizations that are enthusiast to learn 

about sun bears. Here is the list of group 

visits to BSBCC during March & April 2014:  
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Thanks also to all of the audiences who 

showed up for this talk. Among the special 

audiences including the CEO of Yayasan Sime 

Darby (YSD) Pn. Yatela and her family, YSD‟s 

Arifah and family, Miss Indian Malaysia Global 

Miss Sangheetaa Phary and Veena Rajee,  

Yasmin and her teams and family and many 

more. “Your supports are the energy for 

keeping me going and going. I hope the talk 

was informative. Now all of you can be the 

voices for the sun bears and talk to your 

friends and relatives about this little known 

bear - the sun bear”, said Mr. Wong Siew Te.  

 

List of talks presented by Mr. Wong Siew 

Te in March and April 2014:  

 

 What you need to know about the world‟s 

smallest bear - The Sun Bears. Year 11 

Biology Students, Zoo Youth, Adelaide 

Zoo, Adelaide, Australia. 1st March 2014. 

 Sun Bear - Past, Presence, and Future. 

Universi ty of Sunshine Coast,  

Queensland, Australia. 4th March 2014. 

 The effects of fruiting production cycle on 

Malayan sun bears and bearded pigs in 

lowland tropical rainforest of Borneo. 

Rainforest Discovery Centre: Sabah Tour 

Guide Association. 28th March 2014. 

 What you need to know about the world‟s 

smallest bear - The Sun Bears. Earth 

Month Community Talk, Publika, Kuala 

Lumpur, organized by EcoKnights. 14th 

April 2014.   

BEAR STORY  

STORY OF THE SIX NEWLY  

ARRIVED SUN BEARS  

I t has been a busy couple of weeks for the 

BSBCC  since  the arrival  of  the  new 

sun bear residents. There are now a total of 

33 rescued sun bears at the Centre. So, lets 

meet them! 

 

RONNIE 

The first thing we  

noticed when Ronnie 

a r r i ved  was  h i s  

attractive blue eyes. 

Ronnie is a determined, 

smart and relaxed  

8-year-old male sun 

bear. Ronnie was kept 

with another female adult sun bear called 

“Diana”. Both of them were rescued from a 

resort in Tawau, south-east coast of Sabah 

in July 2013. Their owners said that they 

had been keeping the two bears together in 

a small concrete floor cage, and displayed 

them to their guests. Ronnie‟s current 

weights is 61.6kg and he is such a muscular 

bear! Ronnie is always looking for food, he 

rests near the feeding tray even when there 

is no food.   

  

DIANA 

Diana, on the other 

hand, is an adult female 

sun bear. Upon her  

arrival at BSBCC, Diana 

had an old injury hole  

on her right snout, bald 

patches on the back of 

her head and unhealthy 

gums due to fighting with another bear in 

her previous captivity. Diana is a sensitive 

bear, she makes warning sounds to show 

her displeasure at the presence of human on 

her first day at BSBCC. Nevertheless, Diana 

is doing brilliantly and likes to explore the 

new enrichment prepared by the keepers.  

A great support from Yayasan Sime Darby team! Thank 
you Pn. Yatela and family to show up.  
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PHIN 

Phin is a 6-year-old adult 

male. He was found by 

villagers near the logging 

camp in Sipitang district, 

southwest  of  Sabah.  It  

was believed that his 

mother was killed before 

he was taken illegally as 

pets. Phin was rescued and kept at the Lok 

Kawi Zoo on 1st March 2014. The name „Phin‟ 

was given by his previous owner. He is 

healthy and incredibly gentle bear. He enjoys 

climbing and resting in the big basket. He is 

also often seen splashing water from the  

water container with his paws. Phin also finds 

a great joy in foraging for termites from  

decayed wood.  

 

SIGALUNG 

Sigalung is named after the name of the  

logging camp where he was rescued.  

Although he appeared 

to be fierce when he 

f i rst  arrived, he 

adapted quickly to his 

new cage. He climbed 

to the top of his new 

cage and surveyed the 

surroundings in the new 

big basket. He is healthy, adventurous,  

energetic and sometimes cheeky. Sigalung is 

very playful especially with coconuts! He can 

spend hours playing and trying to open them.  

Besides, he also loves climbing on the  

structures built for him. He is believed to be 

an amazing climber when he is out to the  

forest enclosure in the future!  

 

SUNBEARO 

Sunbearo was kept in a private park in 

Tawau, south eastern of Sabah before he was 

handed over to the Sabah Wildlife  

Department and BSBCC.  He was underweight 

for his age (6-month-old) when he first  

arrived. His body fur was in poor condition 

which could be due to malnourishment. 

Therefore, a more complete and nutritious 

diet is specially prepared for him.  Now,  

Sunbearo‟s physical condition has improved  

and he is gaining 

back his appetite and 

weight. Originally 

known as Tan Sri, 

which is the name of 

his owner  from the 

Mini Zoo Hot Spring 

Tawau, he was then 

re-named as “Sunbearo” in  recognition of 

all the enabling support that the  

company, Neways has given to this Centre. 

Sunbearo is now in quarantine and seemed 

very fragile as his muscles are not as strong 

due to his tiny size. He was nervous about 

climbing at first, whereby he used his canine 

teeth to support his body during most of the 

climbing. Sunbearo climbed and explored his 

new cage often and is able to reach a higher 

height on his own now.   

              

LOKI 

Loki was discovered in the backyard of an 

inn, where she had been  

illegally kept as a pet for 

about five months. She 

was in very poor health 

when she first arrived at 

our Centre due to the 

own e r ‟ s  l a c k  o f  

knowledge on how to  

properly take care of a sun bear cub. Due to 

the emotional traumas that occurred from 

being kept as a pet, Loki is having a hard 

time adjusting. Often times when she enters 

the exercise pen, she is too afraid to explore 

the climbing structures or enrichment  

activities. Instead, she likes to spend her 

time resting in a big basket where she feels 

safe.  

 

It is a relief to see that the bears finally  

receive the care and kindness they deserved 

in BSBCC after being rescued. They seem to 

be adapting to their current home well and 

enjoying the new experience exploring the 

new cages with the enrichment tools. It is 

also grateful to bring these orphaned sun 

bears back into good health. They deserve 

to get a second chance and lead a happy 

and successful life in the wild. 
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BSBCC also get the chance to give talks and set up  

display booths for the students to learn about sun 

bears at the local schools, during awareness  

programme organized by, HUTAN – Kinabatangan 

Orang Utan Conservation Programme (KOCP). The goal 

to hold such activities is to increase awareness among 

local communities in protecting wildlife and their  

habitat, besides giving a better perceptions of the roles 

and values of wild animals in the forest. This activity 

also enhances community engagement in wildlife  

conservation.  

Group Visit  

School/ Group No. of pax Date 

SMK Muhibah, 

Sandakan 

32 students,  

1 teacher 

12th March 2014 

RDC: Kiyosato 

Experiment  

Exchange  

Project 

19 students,  

6 teachers 

21st March 2014 

Nexus  

International 

School 

29 students,  

3 teachers 

13th April  2014 

MRSM Tun 

Mustapha, 

Tawau 

35 students,  

1 teacher 

18th April  2014 

School Date 

SMK Sandakan II, Sandakan 6th  March 2014 

SK. Kg. Bahagia, Sandakan 7st March 2014 

SMK Batu Sapi, Sandakan 12th April  2014 

SK. Pekan Beluran, Beluran 14th  April  2014 

SMK Beluran II, Beluran 16th  April  2014 

SK. Sg. Nangka, Beluran 17th  April  2014 

BSBCC Centre Coordinator, Thye Lim presenting about sun 
bears at SMK Batu Sapi, Sandakan. 

W e are very honoured to  

w e l c o m e  S i r  D a v i d  

Attenborough, famed naturalist and 

narrator, to our Centre on 11th 

March 2014. BSBCC‟s Founder and  

CEO, Mr. Wong Siew Te, whom 

have been inspired by Sir David 

since his childhood, gave him a 

personal tour around the Centre. 

They observed the sun bears in the  

natural habitat enclosure and 

talked about the efforts in  

conserving these species at the  

observation platform.  

Mr. Wong Siew Te describes the BSBCC  

operation to Sir David Attenborough. 

A little gift to Sir David Attenborough - a sun 

bear photo. 

NOTABLE VISITORS 
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VOLUNTEERS 

Risa Arimoto, our volunteer from Japan. 

Name Country Duration 

Risa  

Arimoto 

Japan 4th – 15th March 2014 

Regi  

Broeren 

Netherlands 10th March 2014 

Crystal 

Schalmo 

California 10th March 2014 

Ng Bee Yin Malaysia 12th March - 11th April 

2014 

B SBCC continued to get help from volunteers 

from across the world. The role of volunteers 

at the centre plays a crucial role in caring for the 

rescued bears. Our volunteers came from different 

background from students, nurses, engineers  to  

journalists.  All  they had in common is their  

passion towards animal conservation. Thanks all for 

your help in keeping our bears healthy and happy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the list of volunteers that came to BSBCC in 

March and April 2014:  

 

 

 

 

Ng Bee Yin together with BSBCC staffs.  

Share Bear 

 

 

 

 

My Bear 

 

 

Adopting a bear into your family  

business or classroom is a great way to 

learn about sun bears while helping 

BSBCC meet the costs of rehabilitation. 

Fund raised by the adoption program 

are used to better the lives of all bears. 

Find out on how to adopt a sun bear 

from our website:   

 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-a

-bear.html 

Tokob was adopted by 

Leong Siew Eng for 12 

months from March 2014.   

Damai was adopted by 

Ahmad Nazim Azman 

from March 2014 to April 

Bermuda was adopted by 

Peter Gray for 12 months 

from March 2014. 

Natalie was adopted by 

Agneiscka from April to 

June 2014, and by 

Miranda Heeran for 6 

months from April to  

September 2014.  

BSBCC ADOPTION  

PROGRAMME  
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Loki was adopted by 

Steve Denim for 12 

months from April 2014. 



BSBCC IN THE NEWS  
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Daily Express, 17th March 2014 The Borneo Post, 17th March 2014 

Public reminded:  

An offence to keep sun bears  
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BSBCC also featured in: 

 

 Wong Siew Te was interviewed live at Sunshine Coast ABC Radio Station, Australia. Live 

on air at 9am 4th March 2014 

 Fight of the Sun Bear. Well Being: Australia‟s leading natural and health and living  

magazine. March 2014 Issue 149: pp. 100-102 

 Park plans sun bear release. The Star. 16th March 2014 

 Wildlife Department hand over 5 bears to conservation centre (In Chinese). Merdeka Daily 

news. 17th March 2014. 

 Wildlife Department rescued 5 sun bears brought to sun bear conservation centre (In  

Chinese). See Hua Daily News. 17th March 2014 

 Sun Bears sent to conservation centre. The Borneo Post. 17th March 2014 

 World‟s first sun bear sanctuary open in Borneo. Wanderlust Travel magazine. 26th March 

2014 

 Simfoni Alam - The Sun Bear story at Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre (In Malay). 

RTM TV2 aired on 9pm 29 April 2014 

One Green Planet  

25th March 2014 



BSBCC is grateful for all the support we have  

received since our establishment. Here we would 

like to extend our gratitude to all those who have 

given their support in these two months:  

 

 National Geograph 

 Borneo Eco Tours 

 Rainforest Discovery Centre KEEP 2014 

 BBC 

 Zeldenrijk 

 Gary and Khaeril Zach  

 

Besides that, BSBCC also want to thank to The One 

Chance Project for supporting us by purchasing 

food for the sun bears. Every sun bear at the  

Centre in average consumes 2kg of fruits and 

vegetables per day and we are currently have a 

total of 33 rescued sun bears.   

 

If you would like to make a direct donation to 

BSBCC, there are currently two ways to donate  

directly to BSBCC, as follows: 

 

 LEAP - You can donate via a partner  

organization of BSBCC, LEAP, a non-for-profit  

organization who aim to build conservation  

partnerships and projects in Sabah, Borneo,  

Malaysia.  

 Wong Siew Te  - You can email the Founder and 

Chief Executive of the BSBCC, Wong Siew Te, 

for further information about donations at  

wongsiew@hotmail.com 

 

 

Food for the sun bears. Thank you The One Chance Project!  

What can you do to help the sun 

bears? 

 

 Do not support any wildlife trade 

 Contact us if you find any illegal  

activities (poaching, trading, etc) 

 Learn more about sun bears and 

their habitat 

 Become our Facebook follower and 

help us spread the word 

 Donate through our website or  

Facebook cause 

 Adopt a bear through our website, 

or at our Centre 

 Enroll in our volunteer programme 

 

 

BORNEAN SUN BEAR  

CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC) 

Location address:  

Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan  

Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,  

Malaysia 

 

Postal address:  

PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan, 

Sabah, Malaysia 

 

Tel:  

+6 089 534 491     

Website: 

www.bsbcc.org.my  

 

E-mail:  

info.bsbcc@gmail.com 

DONORS AND 

 CONTRIBUTORS 
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