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O   ne of the missions of the BSBCC is to 
promote sun bear conservation in Borneo 
through animal welfare, conservation and 
rehabilitation, providing captured sun bears 
a better home and restoring their rights to 
live in the wild by enabling the rehabilitation 
and release of suitable orphaned and ex-
captive bears back to the wild. In the past 
four years the Bornean Sun Bear 
Conservation Centre (BSBCC) has released 
four bears in the Tabin Wildlife Reserve, 
Natalie (16 May 2015), Lawa (24 July 2016), 
Debbie and Damai (7 March 2018).  
  
The released candidates are independent, 
forest loving bears that are skilful in digging, 
foraging, climbing, and nest building (can be 
either tree nest or ground nest) and most 
importantly they know how to avoid humans. 
Even though the sun bears have been made 
a totally protected species under the Sabah 
Wildlife Enactment in 1997, people are still 
trying their luck at hunting a sun bear in the 
forest. There is no acceptable reason for   
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A day before departure, the veterinarian 
from BSBCC, Dr. Yeoh Boon Nie, sedated 
Boboi, Kitud and Tan Tan for a final check-up 
and the keepers assisted in transferring 
them to the translocation cages. The team 
cared for them well through close 
monitoring. On the 14th of April 2019, at 3 
am, the sky is still dark, but the bear release 
team and the bears are getting ready for the 
long journey of the day.   

After a three hour drive, the team and the 
bears reached the Tabin Wildlife Reserve. 
However, the core area of the forest could 
not be reached by road. Therefore, the 
helicopter, model Sabah Air Aviation Sdn 
Bhd (Bell 206) Longranger Underslung took 
us the rest of the way there. A group of 
team members went on the first trip for the 
preparation and site inspection of the 
location. The site inspection is used to 
evaluate and identify the suitability of the 
release site. Then, the second and following 
trips included one group of team members 
with the bears.  
 
Everyone waited for Boboi, Kitud and Tan 
Tan to arrive at the core area. The first bears 
to be brought over were Kitud and Tan Tan 
together, then Boboi, all to be released 
together.  The team carried them with heavy 
footsteps. It is no easy job to release three 
bears at once. Everyone was getting tired 
and sweating a lot. Nevertheless, no one 
was complaining, because they know that it 
is totally worth it for the bears and this is 
what they want.   

hunting a wild animal; however, it is crucial 
that sun bears must know how to avoid 
humans.   
  
We are pleased to share that we broke our 
record this year by releasing three bears in 
one go. They were released into the core 
area of Tabin Wildlife Reserve, in Lahad 
Datu, Sabah on the 14th of April, 2019. 
Those released were Boboi, Kitud and Tan 
Tan, all adolescent bears. Each bear has his 
or her own story and was rescued from 
different places within Sabah.  

Boboi is a four-year-old adolescent male 
bear. He is the only male bear in the release 
group and the first male bear that we have 
released in the wild. Boboi has a best bear 
friend, Kitud, she is a four-year-old 
adolescent female bear. Boboi and Kitud 
were kept together in Singgaron Village, 
Ranau district. However, they originally were 
from Pitas, Sabah. Both of them were 
handed over to the Sabah Wildlife 
Department (SWD) and arrived at BSBCC on 
30th of October, 2015. Boboi loves to spend 
his time with Kitud and he always feels 
comfort and security when Kitud is around. 
Boboi has a wide and bright chest mark. 
However, Kitud has a thin and incomplete 
―U‖ shaped chest mark. Besides her chest 
marking, another discernable feature is that 
she has brown coloured ears. Kitud is a 
curious and adventurous sun bear. She likes 
to stay up high and enjoys playing in the 
tree branches. Her daily activities are filled 
with climbing, digging and foraging in the 
forest.  
  
Tan Tan is another four-year-old adolescent 
female bear. She came to the centre slightly 
earlier than Boboi and Kitud, on the 5th of 
August, 2015. Tan Tan was rescued from the 
remote region of Paitan. The person bought 
Tan Tan with the intention of saving her life. 
After that, he/she informed the SWD and the 
Wildlife Rescue Unit (WRU) who sent her to 
BSBCC. Boboi, Kitud and Tan Tan stayed 
together in quarantine. Tan Tan is a great 
climber, she broke the record at BSBCC for 
climbing the highest and she knew how to 
build a nest at just six months old.  

Boboi showing off his big and bright chestmark 

Younger Boboi (left) and Kitud (right) 

Kitud (top) and Boboi (bottom) exploring together 
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There were noises coming from every 
direction; clicking, rustling, bird song, and 
animal calls. The rainforest smells earthy 
and the scent fills the air. It is a new home 
for them! After the four year rehabilitation 
process at the BSBCC, now a new adventure 
and new chapter of their lives are just 
beginning. Once the door opened, Tan Tan 
and Boboi ran straight to the forest. On the 
other hand, Kitud was exploring her new 
environment. After a few minutes, all of 
them disappeared in front of our eyes, into 
the forest. Our feelings were mixed, but we 
were so glad that they finally attained the 
happiness they deserve! Their movements 
will be monitored via satellite collar. Be 
brave and strong Boboi, Kitud and Tan Tan!   

The BSBCC truly appreciate efforts and 
assistance from all parties in our success. It 
was challenging but you all made it easier. 
You can help us by spreading the word or by 
donating at http://www.bsbcc.org.my/
donate.html. Your kindness will help to give 
the sun bears a better future!  

   
 
 
Scan on the QR code or 
click here to watch Boboi, 
Kitud, and Tan-Tan‘s 
reintroduction video. 

April 2019 Bear Release snippets 

Quick check up on the bears’ condition prior to 
reintroduction. 

Helicopter was used to carry the bears to the release 
point. 

Tan-Tan “the arboreal”  with her nest-making skills 

Thanks for giving sun bears a better future!  

Bear release team carrying the translocation cage 

Group photo of the bear release team after successful 
reintroduction 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/donate.htm
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/donate.htm
https://youtu.be/3YaBQAtEU9Q
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BEAR STORY 

INTEGRATION MALE BEAR MONTOM WITH ADULT BEAR GROUP 

Here are some photos taken during the 
integration of Montom with other adult 
bears.  

Integration: Montom with Julaini and 
Ah Lun  

 

O  n January 18th 2015, Montom was 
rescued by the Sabah Wildlife Rescue Unit 
from Kampung Melangkap, Kota Marudu and 
sent him to BSBCC on 21st of January, 2015. 
The story reported to the Wildlife Rescue 
Unit was the owner‘s dog chased away 
Montom‘s mother and she left him behind. 
He was taken and kept as a pet for a year in 
a chicken wire mesh cage and fed with 
human food. The owner was willing to 
surrender Montom to the Sabah Wildlife 
Department‘s Wildlife Rescue Unit. 
 
We introduced Montom to the other 
adolescent group and were pleased to see 
him get along well with all the bears. After a 
few years, Montom is no longer an 
adolescent bear so we‘re going to let him 
join the adult bear group and let other 
adolescent bears join his previous group.  
  
Montom was introduced to the adult bears 
which included Rungus, Ah Lun, Julaini, Ah 
Bui and Fulung. Montom was introduced one
-by-one for the first six days as he would 
feel anxiety and fear if he met all the bears 
at the same time. At first, Montom played 
well with all the bears but Rungus and Ah 
Bui didn‘t really like to play  with him and 
they stayed away or rested with enrichments 
in the buffer cage. A few days later, all the 
bears play freely with him and try to 
understand each other better even though 
sometimes they play a bit roughly. They 
frolic and chase each other and no 
aggression was observed during the whole 
integration.  

Top:  Montom (top) biting Ah Lun’s back shoulder.  
Bottom: Montom stays on the enrichment and tries to 
play with Julaini and Ah Lun 
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Integration: Montom with Rungus and 
Fulung  

After the integrations, we let Montom join 
the adult bear group in the enclosure. The 
bears wander the enclosure searching for 
food. Montom will get to learn some 
surviving skills from the bears such as 
climbing, self-defense, digging and more..  

 

Rungus stays on the enrichment and watch Fulung and 
Montom wrestle 

Julaini and Fulung mouthing to Montom 

Click on the photos or scan on the QR codes 
for the videos link. 

MORE BEAR VIDEOS 

Please enjoy the videos of our recent bears 
release and some of our wonderful rescued 
bears! 
 
 
"It is hard to say goodbye but it is their 
destiny!" 

Three sun bears were released back into the 
wild in Tabin Wildlife Reserve on April 14th, 
2019 after four years of rehabilitation at our 
centre. 
 
Watch how Boboi, Kitud and Tan Tan have 
been prepared for their new life in the wild!  
 
 
Life is meant for great adventures and 
best friends!  

Noah and Wawa play fighting in the centre‘s 
natural enclosures.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YaBQAtEU9Q&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/T9MY79a4Pco
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BEAR STORY 

JOE LOVES HIS FIRST NEW FRIENDS 

Both started sniffing around while Joe was 
busy with exploring the new den first. Once 
the door opened, Logan started to play fight 
by biting and rolling with Joe.  

We decided to introduce Joe with two resident cubs.   

J  oe, a three month old sun bear cub, was 
found by a hiker alone in the forest at 
Kg.Kipaku, Tambunan. The hiker then sent 
the cub to Lok Kawi Wildlife Park on the 12th 
of April 2018. The bear arrived on the 22nd of 
January 2019. We believe that Joe was 
stolen from his mother in the wild. Joe 
appeared tame and would suckle his hind 
paws which are believed to be a result from 
being kept as a pet for long periods in 
captivity. He needs to learn all the skills he 
will require to survive in the wild – skills that 
he would have learnt from his mother.   

  
Joe recently completed his quarantine 
period. He is now one year old and weighs 
22kg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

On the 22nd of February 2019, Joe made his 
first new friends!   

Once Joe entered the den, Logan and Romolina started 
to greet him by growling!   

Play fight! 

Mouthing between the two bear cubs 



 

The Sun Bear Voice     May-June 2019     Vol.6, No.3                                                                                        7   

 

They can wrestle for hours and hours…
nonstop PLAY!! 

Logan began spending more time with Joe 
while Romolina always seemed curious and 
she would paw Joe in a gentle way. 
Romolina would still like to maintain her 
independence and is less interested in 
joining the play. We found Joe being hugged 
by Logan when they met.   

We are glad to see Joe has been having a 
good time with his new friends, Logan and 
Romolina. These three bears have a close 
bond and share their food or enrichment 
together too. Little Romolina and Logan were 
quick to accept Joe.  

The three bears have been venturing out to 
the larger exercise dens which are filled with 
different types of enrichment.   

They enjoy playing, exploring and making us 
fall in love with their beautiful smiles!  

This is important for the rescued bears to 
help them recover from trauma and start to 
put their past behind them. 

Interactions between Joe, Logan and 
Romolina have shown to be positive. Joe 
now has a place full of love. Hopefully, this 
relationship can help Joe become a more 
confident and stronger bear!  

 

 

 

Funds raised 
are used to 
better the lives 
of all bears. 
Click here to 
visit our 
Adoption Page 
or scan on the 
QR code.  

Logan has shown to be a more fun-loving bear that 
always initiates play with Joe.   

Exploring around. 

Joe is gaining new experience by learning how to defend 
himself during play fights and wrestling 

Sometimes, they will prefer to relax together in their 
comfy hammock or basket.  

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt.html
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B  efore the official launching was 
conducted, two Environmental Education 
officers representing BSBCC, Mdm Risnayati 
and Ms Melynda involved in a talk regarding 
―The Bornean Sun Bear & How to Get 
Involved‖ on March 3rd, 2019 at Politeknik 
Sandakan, Sabah. It marked the unofficial 
beginning of the Sun Bear Ambassador 
Programme (SBAP) which is a joint 
collaboration between BSBCC and Politeknik 
Sandakan, for the local students to get 
involved with environmental and wildlife 
education based volunteerism. SBAP is also 
a great platform for the students to improve 
their soft skills, especially in communication, 
leadership, and teamwork. The students 
were divided into two talk sessions, with 218 
(Semester 1 & 3) and 203 (Semester 2) 
students respectively. They were very 
interactive and gave great feedback on 
SBAP.  
  
On March 26th, 2019, marks the official date 
for SBAP launching and embarked the first 
official collaboration between BSBCC with 
Politeknik Sandakan (a local tertiary 
institution which is located nearby). SBAP is 
a great platform between the two parties for 
encouraging local involvements with 
environmental and wildlife education based 
volunteerism. It was such a pleasure to kick 
start this kind of joined effort with Politeknik 
Sandakan and hope that there will be more 
local institution collaborations with us in the 
future.  
 
An informative and passionate talk was 
given by our CEO & Founder, Dr Wong Siew 
Te before the SBAP, being officiated by TS 
Dr Kesana a/l Ulaganaten, Head of the 
Department for Science & Mathematics, 
representing the Director of Politeknik 
Sandakan. A little official launching gimmick 
was also done to represent the collaboration 
before further discussion between BSBCC 
and Politeknik Sandakan on how the 
collaboration will take place for the next few 
years.   
 
 
 

Top: Student asking questions during Q&A session. 
Middle: Group photo with the selected SBAP’s 
ambassadors. 
Bottom: Discussion between BSBCC and Politeknik 
Sandakan on the details of the collaboration. 

BSBCC CORNER 

SUN BEAR AMBASSADOR PROGRAMME 
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M  arch 31st, 2019 marked another 
achievement for Bornean Sun Bear 
Conservation Centre (BSBCC) and University 
of Malaysia Sabah (UMS), Faculty of 
Sustainable Agriculture, Sandakan Campus, 
as both parties successfully organized a 
programme called Sun Bear Ambassador 
Search. The programme was directed to 
raise awareness among students and others 
in joining a charity run called  Aloha Run, 
which was simultaneously launched with the 
first programme. The programme itself 
actually started on the 30th of March, when 
10 ambassador candidates visited BSBCC to 
gather information about the sun bear, the 
centre itself and the conservation effort 
done. The participants then engaged in the 
Eco Wear competitions, Q&A session to 
gauge their knowledge about the sun bear 
and its conservation and also poster 
presentations. This programme also marked 
the first appearance of the Politechnic Sun 
Bear Ambassadors (Yes, BSBCC has 
ambassadors from two different institutes!), 
featuring Mr Elton and Mr. Logavendra 
assisting the staffs at the exhibition, which 
was also participated in by Sabah Wildlife 
Department (SWD), HUTAN-Kinabatangan 
Orangutan Conservation Programme (HUTAN
-KOCP) and Tropical Rainforest Conservation 
and Research Centre (TRCRC). Ultimately, 
despite the challenges we face, we truly 
believe there will be a bright future for the 
sun bear and wildlife in general as we 
continue to educate and encourage people to 
join us in loving, adoring and conserving our 
world of nature.  
 

Top: Mr Asnandy from Sabah Wildlife Department 
giving a talk about the protecting wildlife and 
legislation. 
Middle: Informative posters done by the participants on 
the Sun Bear and BSBCC. 
Bottom: Group photo with the winners of Eco-wear 
competition.  

BSBCC CORNER 

UMS-BSBCC SUN BEAR AMBASSADOR SEARCH 

Participants for UMS Sun Bear Ambassador Search 
visited BSBCC on March 30th. 
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O  n 2nd and 3rd of March 2019, BSBCC was 
invited by the Sabah Wildlife Department to 
join the World Wildlife Day 2019 exhibition 
and awareness carnival in Lahad Datu. The 
main purpose of this event is to encourage 
the public to become more concerned about 
wildlife conservation, and also to promote 
elements of ecotourism and local cultures. 
BSBCC sent four representatives (founder of 
BSBCC, one staff and two volunteers) to 
attend the event and exhibition. On the first 
day of the event, an interesting Sun Bear 
talk was given by the founder of BSBCC – 
Dr. Wong Siew Te, The students were happy 
to join in during the Q & A section too! A big 
thanks to the organizer for inviting us to join 
this event to spread the word! Together we 
will save the Sun Bears!  

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

WORLD WILDIFE DAY 2019 

B  SBCC was invited by the Conservation 
Biology Programme of University of Malaysia 
Sabah to participate in World Wildlife Day 
2019 on the 3rd of March 2019 at Anjung 
Siswa, UMS Kota Kinabalu. Also participating 
in the event were other NGOs, including 
Danau Girang Field Centre (DGFC), Kudat 
Turtle Conservation Society (KTCS) and 
many more. BSBCC sent two representatives 
to attend the event and exhibition. The 
event not only attracted campus students, 
but also several foreign tourists visiting 
UMS, which promotes eco-campus tourism 
and attracts visitors to the campus itself. A 
big thanks to the organizer for the invitation 
to BSBCC.  

Top: Ms Melynda giving explanation to the visitors at 
the exhibition booth 
Bottom: BSBCC representatives receiving token of 
appreciation from UMS  

World Wildlife Day Carnival, 
Lahad Datu 

Universiti Malaysia Sabah,  

Kota Kinabalu 

Top: Dr Wong Siew Te as one of the guest speaker 
during the carnival. 
Bottom: Visitors at the exhibition booth. 
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O  n 2nd and 3rd of April 2019, BSBCC was 
invited by the Sabah Wildlife Department to 
join the 15th Meeting of The Asean Working 
Group on The Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora and Wildlife Enforcement (15th 
SWG CITES-WE) exhibition at Hotel Four 
Points, Sandakan. Whilst on the 4th of April 
2019, BSBCC was honored to welcome a 
visit by the delegates. During the visit, short 
briefings and a guided tour were delivered 
by our founder Dr. Wong Siew Te; the 
delegates enjoyed a positive sharing session 
when they went up onto the BSBCC viewing 
platforms to observe rescued Sun Bears in 
the forest enclosure.     

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

15TH SWG CITES-WE EXHIBITION & VISIT 

Top: Dr Wong guiding the delegates to the observation 
platform 
Middle: Briefing given by Dr Wong to the delegates at 
Observation Platform 2 
Bottom: Group photo with the delegates at BSBCC’s 
garden area 

CITES delegates visiting the exhibition booth during the 
meeting. 

Mr Haniff receiving token of appreciation from Mr 
Augustine Tuuga, Director of Sabah Wildlife Department 



 

The Sun Bear Voice     May-June 2019     Vol.6, No.3                                                                                        12   

 

V  isiting groups are usually given 
presentations and talks about the centre and 
Sun Bear conservation achievements, with 
detailed introductions, briefings on Do's and 
Don‘ts during their visits, and mini activities. 
The visits usually end with a tour to the 
platform to observe the rescued bears in 
their natural forest enclosures. We hope the 
groups had a great time here and gained 
new knowledge about Sun Bears, while 
helping us to spread awareness by sharing 
experiences with their friends and family. 
Thanks goes out to all of the school and 
organization groups for their visits, support, 
and donations to BSBCC.    

O  n 9th of March 2019, a group of 55 
students from Faculty of Sustainable 
Agriculture of University of Malaysia Sabah 
came to BSBCC to carry out the first phase 
of their CSR work on a landscaping project 
at BSBCC. The students participated in 
several minor maintenance jobs, making 
some changes and planting new plant 
saplings around the centre perimeter. It is 
expected the group will come again to carry 
out the next phase. And of course, before 
starting the work, the students also seized 
the chance to observe the sun bears in their 
enclosures. BSBCC would love to express 
our sincere gratitude to the UMS students 
for the generous landscaping project.   

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

GROUP VISIT  

Group photo with the group visit from Pusat Tusyen 
Cerdik Minda, Sandakan 

UMS Sandakan CSR  

Landscaping Project 

Top: Group photo with the students of UMS  
Bottom: Students carrying landscaping project around 
centre perimeter 

Schools/ 
Organizations 

No. 
Pax 

Date 

Pusat Tusyen Cerdik Minda, 
Sandakan 

68 23rd March 

UMS Sandakan 25 30th March 

UMS (Faculty of Engineering) 42 30th March 

SWG CITES-WE meeting 
delegates 

60 4th April 

SK Tanjong Aru, Sandakan 37 4th April 

SK Bukit Balacon, Lahad Datu 62 13th April 

School of Environmental & 
Animal Sciences, UNITEC, 
Auckland, New Zealand 

18 14th April 

Tadika Taman Mawar 
Harmoni, Sandakan 

24 21st April 

Table 1: List of schools/organizations visited 
BSBCC in March and April 2019. 
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C  hildren are well known for their curiosity 
in almost everything new and unique, and 
their love for wildlife and nature should be 
shaped and nurtured from a very young age. 
With this in mind, from 12th - 22nd April 
2019, as a part of Wildlife Conservation 
Education and Awareness Programme Series 
1, we, BSBCC‘s Environmental Education 
unit will be organizing an outreach and have 
invited our partners, Sabah Wildlife 
Department (SWD), HUTAN-Kinabatangan 
Orangutan Programme (HUTAN-KOCP), 
Sandakan Borneo Bird Club and Reef 
Guardian to spread awareness on our 
wildlife to other schools in the district of 
Sandakan. There are six primary schools 
that have been selected this year. The entire 
programme will be chock full with activities 
such as talks, interpretations, coloring 
activity and exhibitions. These activities are 
aimed to develop and internalize knowledge 
among the children, with the hope that they 
will create a wildlife-loving community in the 
future. Once again, we would like to express 
our gratitude to all the school teachers and 
students for their outstanding cooperation 
and also to our educational partners for 
standing with us in our relentless efforts to 
educate our youngsters.  

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

OUTREACH PROGRAMMES 

Wildlife Conservation Education & Awareness Programme (1st Series) 

 

Top: Ms Gloria conducting a wildlife game with the 
primary school students of SK Gum-Gum Kecil, 
Sandakan 
Middle: Group photo with BB and Sunny, the mascots 
of Borneo Bird Club and BSBCC together with the 
organizing team, teachers and students of SK Kem 
Tentera 
Bottom: The winners of wildlife mask colouring contest 
in SJK (C) Tai Tong  

Ms Yvonne Chong giving a little gift to a Primary 4 
student  in SJK (C) Syn Hua Sandakan during Q&A 
session 
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G  aining education is an essential factor 
for success.  In wildlife conservation efforts, 
it is crucial to educate all parties involved to 
maximize the effects of conservation 
movements and to ensure holistic exposure 
to all of them, covering various ranges of 
community levels. As one of the BSBCC‘s 
main pillars, education on sun bears and 
wildlife in general is one of our main 
priorities. So, on 8th to 10th of April, once 
again BSBCC has teamed up with Sabah 
Wildlife Department (SWD) and HUTAN-
Kinabatangan Orangutan Programme 
(HUTAN-KOCP) to reach 3 more schools, 
aiming for rural areas on several islands 
around Sandakan. Organized by SWD, the 
outreach was carried out at SK Pulau 
Libaran, SK Nunuyan Laut and SK Tanjong 
Aru. Activities such as talks about wildlife 
and legal and conservation status, coloring 
activities, exhibitions and quizzes were 
carried out in the comprehensive 
programme at the three schools. It has been 
a very exhausting straight 3 days for the 
participants yet a very joyful experience to 
see the children showing their curiosity and 
enthusiasm in learning about sun bears and 
wildlife in general. Big thanks to all the 
warm welcomes from all the schools 
involved and to the main organizer and 
partners for making this programme a 
success!  

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

OUTREACH PROGRAMMES 

 

A group photo with Humana and CLC school children 
from IOI Luangmanis plantation, Beluran  

Schools/ 
Organizations 

No. 
Pax 

Date 

SK Sri Tanjung Papat 2, 
Sandakan 

390 13th March 

SMK Simpangan, Beluaran 334 19th March 

SK Pulau Libaran, Sandakan 54 8th April 

SK Nunuyan Laut, Sandakan  188 9th April 

SK Tanjong Aru, Sandakan 140 10th April 

SJK (C) Syn Hua, Sandakan 657 12th April 

SK Gum-Gum Kecil, Sandakan 239 15th April 

SK Ladang Sandak, Sandakan 447 16th April 

SK Kem Tentera, Sandakan 975 17th April 

SJK (C) Tai Tong, Sandakan 530 18th April 

SK St. Mary Convent, 
Sandakan 

66 22nd April 

IOI Luangmanis Plantation, 
Beluran 

531 25th April 

Table 2: List of schools/organizations BSBCC 
visited in March and April 2019. 

A group photo together with students and teachers of 
SK Pulau Libaran along with the organizers from SWD, 
BSBCC and HUTAN-KOCP   

Organized by Sabah Wildlife 
Department 
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VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS 

B  SBCC currently houses 43  
rescued Sun Bears in our two bear 
houses and a quarantine  
facility. Each day, the once captive 
Sun Bears are provided with  
ample food and activities to 
stimulate healthy bear behaviour. 
Volunteers and interns help our 
keepers to achieve our goals in 
looking after the welfare of these 
bears and helping them in their 
rehabilitation process.  
 
 
BSBCC Volunteer Programme 
 
BSBCC continues to receive help 
from volunteers across the world. 
The BSBCC volunteer programme, 
conducted in collaboration with APE 
Malaysia, has been active 
throughout March and April 2019. 
Volunteers in this programme were 
supervised by BSBCC staffs with 
much-appreciated assistance from 
the APE Malaysia team. Besides 
helping the keepers in caring for the 
bears at the Centre, volunteers also 
helped to spread awareness on the 
plights of Sun Bears through the 
education booth at our visitor 
Centre. 
 
  
Internship at BSBCC 
 
BSBCC welcomes students from  
any local and international 
institutions for their internship at 
the Centre. Interns will have the 
opportunity to learn about the 
rehabilitation of once captive Sun 
Bears. Interns will also study the 
importance of bear enrichment and 
of cleanliness of the facility. They 
will also have a rare opportunity to 
learn about the behaviours of this 
little known species up close. 
 
 
BATs group  
 
The BATs group programme at 
BSBCC will learn about Sun Bear 
ecology, helping in basic building 
techniques and develop their 
teamwork and leadership skills in 
the challenging environment.  

If you would like to make a difference and enjoy the 
experience of a lifetime, please join us. Learn about 
our volunteer programme on our website 
www.bsbcc.org.my/volunteer.html or email us at  
info.bsbcc@gmail.com for further enquiries. 
 
Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder of BSBCC 

Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com  

Name 
Volunteer       
/ Interns  

Country Duration 

Chen Feng 
(APE 
Malaysia) 

Volunteer Taiwan 
6th—17th 

Mar 

Shuma Noda
(APE 
Malaysia) 

Volunteer Japan 
6th—17th 

Mar 

Jane Leonora 
Kostelnyk
(APE 
Malaysia) 

Volunteer UK 
6th—17th 

Mar 

Filipa Penny 
(APE 
Malaysia) 

Volunteer UK 
6th—20th 

Mar 

Peter Lowe 
(APE 
Malaysia) 

Volunteer UK 
6th—20th 

Mar 

Nathaly 
Velarde 
Gustavsson 
(APE 
Malaysia) 

Volunteer Sweden 
6th Mar—
5th Apr 

Milla 
Milanovic 
Novicic (APE 
Malaysia) 

Volunteer Sweden 
6th Mar—
5th Apr 

Nithisha Nair Intern Malaysia 
1st Mar—
9th June 

Umadevi A/P 
Murrty 

Intern Malaysia 
1st Mar—
9th June 

Table 3: List of volunteers and interns in March and 
April 2019.  

Group photo of the BATs Group volunteers from Yew Chung 
International School. 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/volunteer.html
mailto:info.bsbcc@gmail.com
mailto:wongsiew@hotmail.com
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VOLUNTEER STORIES 

JOVIAL MOMENTS AT BSBCC 

by Emily Tan Yu En  

H  ey everyone! I‘m Emily Tan Yu En, 17 
from Penang, Malaysia and I just graduated 
from high school. I am waiting for my SPM 
results and I have 3 months before entering 
university. I came across this volunteering 
programme as my parents got to know 
about it from Mr Wong. Even though I‘m a 
Malaysian, I‘ve never been to Sabah before 
and I was really excited about this 
programme. I am no stranger to sun bears 
as I saw one in a mini zoo in Peninsula 
Malaysia. There were two sun bears in that 
enclosure and you could tell from their facial 
expressions that they‘re not being treated 
well in the zoo. Their enclosure is really 
small and they only get contact with each 
other. That was my first experience with sun 
bears.  

My volunteering programme started from 5th 
of January until 18th of January and there 
were five more volunteers at that time but 
I‘m the only one who had a two week 
placement. I experienced a lot of first 
experiences throughout the project. For my 
two weeks in the bear house, I got to clean 
the cages, work in the kitchen, do 
enrichments for the bears and also a lot of 
funny moments like getting stuck in the mud 
after collecting banana leaves , falling in the 
drain because of a flood , a piece of wood fell 
on my foot and a lot more. I also got to build 
a swing for the cub with my buddy, Brandon 
and Ieda. The volunteers from Ape Malaysia 
are really nice and I really had a great time 
with them. We played card games every 
night and we laughed a lot.  

After finishing the two weeks volunteering 
time at BSBCC, I went back to Penang and 
soon returned to Sabah as a volunteer for I 
missed it so much! Unlike January, this time 
there were no other volunteers and I will be 
staying at the staff house ( Bjorn Hala ). I 
get to work in the kitchen for three weeks 
and also do some enrichment. I think I 
consider myself lucky because this time I get 
to work at the platform and also outreach to 
Lahad Datu. I get to know more about the 
hard work that all the staff have done for the 
bears and the efforts by the keepers in the 
bear house.  

Cub Swing for Joe, the new bear 

We went into the jungle to collect termite mounds as 
one of the food enrichments for the bears 

Building enrichment under the watchful eyes of the bear 
keepers, Mr. Brandon (left) and Mr. Adneen (right)  
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I‘m really grateful that I get to work with all 
the staff and I am able to observe the sun 
bears at close quarters. They‘re really cute 
and I‘m still amazed by their size, behaviour 
and a lot more. I‘m also really pleased that I 
was able to witness the health check of 
Mamatai and Diana. I enjoyed outside 
feeding the most as I was able to have a 
closer look at the bears eating the fruit and I 
also get so lucky one time that I saw two 
bears climbing the same time.   

  
I realized how important the staff in the 
centre are to the bears after working with 
them for 5 weeks. All the keepers treat the 
bears sincerely and they taught me a lot 
about sun bears. I appreciate all the efforts 
given by the staff and also all the knowledge 
about the bears. I also want to thank my 
housemates at Bjorn Hala for taking care of 
me and taking me everywhere around 
Sandakan. All the lame jokes from the 
keepers really help and thanks to all the 
keepers in the bear house for treating the 
bears so sincerely. I‘ll sure miss the time 
working with all of the bears and the staff.  

 

Outreach at Lahad Datu 

Top: Tan Tan chilling on a tree  
Bottom: My one and only group photo during the flood 
 

Enjoying the corn before it gets stolen by the macaque  
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VOLUNTEER STORIES 

THE TUMULTUOUS TWO WEEKS 

by Shuma Noda 

H  ello, I am Shuma Noda. I am a 
university student in Japan. I love animals, 
especially I have a great interest with 
mammals in wild. I would like to work in a 
job related to conserving wildlife in the 
future. 
 
I knew about BSBCC because of my teacher. 
He told me that BSBCC has a volunteer 
program, and I joined the two week 
program.  
  
There were many jobs to do for bears at 
BSBCC such as preparing meals, feeding, 
cleaning and maintaining their enclosures, 
making enrichment. Each task was simple, 
but I realized how important those tasks are 
in the conservation of sun bears.  

I learnt a lot from doing volunteer work at 
BSBCC. For example, the role of sun bears in 
Borneo and how important they are for their 
surrounding environment. However the 
number of bears has been decreased by 
human beings and is very serious. At 
BSBCC, giving bears different types of 
enrichment every day prevents them from 
getting bored but also those are good tools 
for training them for release back into the 
wild.  
  
The introduction with Mr. Wong was my 
highlight. He taught me four rules for wildlife 
conservation, study, education, animal 
welfare and ecotourism. 

BSBCC is a great facility for wildlife 
conservation. Having Mr. Wong at the head 
of the list, the staff at BSBCC study a lot and 
give a lecture to educate people about bears. 
Also they aim to improve animal welfare for 
bears using many types of enrichment and 
well-designed enclosures. There are two 
observation platforms, so tourists who visit 
BSBCC can see the bears just like in wild. 

Making structural enrichment for the bears 

Collecting ginger leaves for the food enrichment 

Susie and her signature good looks 
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I really appreciate all the staff members so 
much. They tried to understand my poor 
English, helped me and taught me kindly 
when I could not understand. Also they 
asked me to play football and badminton 
after work, so I could come out of my shell 
with everyone faster than I thought. 

 
They are serious about bears and its 
conservation as a pro. If you are interested 
in conservation or considering a job related 
to wildlife, I strongly recommend you to join 
the volunteer program at BSBCC.  

 

Together with the staffs and volunteers in building 
enrichments 

Top: With my buddy, Mr. Brandon  
Bottom: Group photo with the bear house staffs and 
volunteers 

In the process of stuffing fruits with some peanut butter 
and honey within a mesh ball 
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VOLUNTEER STORIES 

BEAUTIFUL BEARS IN BORNEO! 

by Jane Leonora Kostelnyk 

I  visited Borneo for the first time in 2018 on 
a tour which included a visit to the Bornean 
Sun Bear Conservation Centre.  I have 
always loved bears but had never heard of 
sun bears until I came to the Centre.  I was 
saddened to learn that the sun bears are an 
endangered species facing extinction and I 
picked up a brochure about volunteering 
opportunities here, which prompted me to 
apply to volunteer at the Centre for two 
weeks. I was somewhat apprehensive 
because I am older than the average 
volunteer and have a desk job, so physical 
work on a daily basis isn‘t something I‘m 
used to!   Spurred on by my desire to do 
something to try to help the plight of the sun 
bear, though, I went ahead and applied for a 
place on the programme. 

I am very pleased that I did so because I 
love working with the sun bears.  They are 
very cute, as the photos demonstrate, and 
each has his/her own personality.  I am not 
yet able to recognize all the sun bears but I 
can identify some of them.  Everyone at the 
Centre is friendly and welcoming and willing 
to answer the numerous questions I‘ve 
asked!   There is a good team spirit here and 
it is clear that all the staff here really do care 
about the well-being of the bears.  
 
 
   

The volunteers are given a variety of jobs to 
do and I have even acquired some new skills 
along the way! Never before have I done any 
carpentry, but during my time here I have 
helped (with guidance and patience from the 
bear keepers) to construct a structure 
designed to help one of the bears overcome 
his fear of leaving the bear house and step 
into the forest enclosure.  It is very fulfilling 
to be involved in helping the bears in this 
way.  The bears have all been kept as ‗exotic 
pets‘ or by unlicensed mini-zoos in appalling 
conditions in the past, so they require a 
large amount of rehabilitation and help to 
enable them to acquire skills to help them 
survive in the forest.   

Making structural enrichment for the bears 

Making hammock as structural enrichment for the bears 

Preparing specifically formulated food for every bear 
needs 
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Each afternoon the volunteers are involved 
in creating enrichment for the bears.  This 
could involve wrapping pieces of fruit 
sprinkled with curry powder inside a parcel 
of leaves to encourage the bears to develop 
their foraging skills, or it might involve 
finding dry leaves for those bears who have 
not yet plucked up courage to leave the bear 
house to enjoy the sensation of walking on a 
natural surface. Any suggestions the 
volunteers have for enrichment are 
welcomed by the staff at the Centre, so 
there is the chance to be creative! 

To anyone who is interested in wildlife and 
wants an experience in an exotic setting, 
which is both worthwhile and enjoyable, I 
would wholeheartedly recommend signing up 
as a volunteer with the Centre – whatever 
your age or background.  It will be an 
unforgettable two weeks.  

Together with the staffs and volunteers in making 
ginger leave mesh balls 

Kitud enjoying her sugar cane in forest enclosure Pen C 
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VOLUNTEER STORIES 

MY 3RD YEAR OF VOLUNTEERING AT THE BSBCC 

by Peter Lowe 

H  i I am Peter Lowe, 68 years of age, 
living in Prague, Czech Republic. This is my 
third placement at the BSBCC and hopefully 
not my last.  
 
Many people ask "why do I return?". The 
reasons are many!! I always come in March 
when the days in Prague are still short and 
mainly dull and cold, compared to the sun, 
heat and, mainly, blue skies of Sabah. 

This is enhanced by the feeling of love, joy 
and dedication one gets from Dr. Wong and 
his team at the BSBCC. It is a joy and a 
privilege to be part of their team. 
 
Brilliant way to start the day to be greeted 
with smiles of welcome that beat the 
brightest rays of sunshine. Dr. Wong's team 
and my fellow volunteers give me the will, 
energy and inspiration to return, plus of 
course the stars = the Bornean Sun Bears. 
They are absolutely adorable. I never leave 
with dry eyes and always have it in my heart 
to return, plus each day I learn so much 
both from the team, my fellow volunteers = 
where they come from, their hobbies, 
cultures etc. and the bears = their habits, 
characters and how they have grown/
changed over the years. These are just some 
of the many reasons why I return to this 
very special project. I feel like I am coming 
home. 
 
This year my fellow volunteers are,2 from 
Sweden Natalie and Milla, 2 from UK = Pip 
and Jane, Shuma from Japan and Fang from 
Taiwan, an interesting mix of both ages and 
nationalities. 

After our initial induction with Azzry, Bear 
Care Co-ordinator and Sumira, Project Co-
ordinator, we went to the area outside the 
Bear House to meet the staff and to guess 
who is our respective "buddy". This year my 
buddy is a new member of staff, Adneen, 
who cares for the eldest bear, Amaco, 27 
years of age (this is quite a remarkable age 
when you consider they are the same as a 
dog,1 human year =7 Sun Bear years!!!) So 
Adneen has the eldest bear and the eldest 
volunteer =yours truly as his buddies. 

Afterwards I helped Adneen make an 
enrichment for Amaco=putting peeled 
bananas with peanut butter spread on them
(his favourite) wrapped in ginger leaves then 
tied, sprinkled with curry powder(the bears 
find this smell irresistible) which we then put 
inside a plastic drum with holes drilled in it 
large enough for Amaco's paw/arm to fit in. 
We then suspended the drum in his sleeping 
den at his head height. He has had problems 
with his upper spine/neck and had become 
lazy to stand up. This enrichment is designed 
to encourage him to stand to get his treats 
out of the barrel. It was 100%successful as 
he emptied the barrel !! 

Top & Bottom: View from the kitchen at the volunteer 
residence, Paganakan Dii  

Induction with fellow volunteers, Azzry and Sumira  
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Adneen and I then designed a ladder using 
rope, lengths of fire hose, nuts and bolts, for 
Amaco with the intention to suspend some 
of his favourite foods at different heights, so 
he will use the ladder to climb and stand on 
his hind legs to get to them. Much to our 
delight his has been a complete success. 

Thank you all who make these experiences 
possible and the wonderful work you do, you 
are all so special and bring so much 
happiness to so many !!! I plan to join you 
all again in March 2020 !!! To anyone 
considering partaking in this APE Malaysia 
project DO IT !! You will not regret it. Yes it 
is hot, at times messy, hard work. However 
you will always remember the fun you will 
have plus this amazing, unique experience. 
Maybe, like me, after being part of this 
project you will want to return more than 
once !!  

 

Saturday night market food hall, Sandakan  

Amaco is playing the enrichment  
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BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME  

W  elcome a Sun Bear into your family, 
class, club or corporation by adopting a Sun 
Bear or buying a gift of Sun Bear  
medicine, food, or toys to show you care and 
support the valuable work of BSBCC. 
 
Adopting a bear is a great way to learn about 
Sun Bears while helping BSBCC meet the 
costs of rehabilitation. Funds raised by the 
adoption program are used to better the lives 
of all bears.  
 
Gifts With Meaning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Find out how to adopt a Sun Bear from our 
website:   
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-a-
bear.html 
 
 
Share Bear  
Choose one of the Sun Bears:  
 

A pot of honey 

An enrichment toy 

Food for 1 week 

Medication for 1 year  

A hammock 

Fulung 

Montom 
Mary  

Kala 

List of adopters in March and April 2019:   

1. Inge & Ulrich 
Ballhorn 

2. Bella Crowe 
3. Emily Tan Yu En 
4. Go Go Gatsby 

Designs LLC 
5. Amy Phillips 
6. Dianne Muller 
7. Joseph H. Berman 
8. Susan Mulley 
9. Jane Kostelnyk 
10.Natelie Robinson 
11.Irina Scheucan 

Daniel 
12.Kendra Porta 
13.Emma Jackson 
14.Sarah Dominko 
15.Felix Gibbs 
16.Manuel Libisch 
17.Heather Sharkey 
18.Kai Greven 
19.Matt Spalts 
20.Pro Discount Price 
21.Carolin Bumann 
22.Eva Bumann 
23.Gina Hudson 
24.Wayne Sentman 
25.Anna Gee 
26.Laurel Clarke 
27.Habley & Nick 
28.Gail Conman 
29.Sharon Shinner 
30.Candmritey 
31.Renate Bresser 
32.Nathaly Velarde 
33.Millanovic Milla 
34.Fanni Adtian 
35.Michele McEvoy 

36.Racheal Dalton 
37.Monica & Werner 
38.Clemens 

Muehlberger 
39.Micheal Davis 
40.Reto List 
41.Julie List 
42.Cheryl de Souza 
43.Isabel Hicks 
44.Stephen Fairfield 
45.Louisa & Winston 

Taylor 
46.Avie & Callie 
47.Canberra 

Grammar School 
48.Will and Abi 
49.Lucie Muddell 
50.Cally Snare 
51.SJK (C) Tai Tong 
52.Kathy Clayton 
53.Daniel Maxwell 
54.The Giles Family 
55.Grace & 

Johnathan Tsai 
56.Lynn Cross 
57.Paula 

Hoogenboom 
58.Isabelle Ryan 
59.Esther Troxler 
60.Belinda 
61.Urdhvi 
62.Avnish Saravanan 
63.Malcom 

Westwood 
64.Robin Henrich 
65.Emily Donnell 
66.Brenda Lee 
67.Elizabeth Smith 

My Bear 

T  he My Bear Adoption Programme allows 
corporates or individuals to exclusively adopt 
Sun Bears at BSBCC. One of our bears, Chin, 
was adopted by Borneo & Beyond on April 
3rd, 2019 for three months through this 
programme. Thanks for the generosity in 
supporting our Sun Bears!  

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt.html
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt.html
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NOTABLE VISITOR 

B  SBCC was honoured to welcome a visit 
from Primary Industries Minister YB Teresa 
Kok Suh Sim and her delegates, who 
included representatives from different 
agencies (MPOCC and MPOB), Sabah State 
Government, media and documentary team 
on March 31st, 2019. During the visit, short 
briefings and guided tour were delivered by 
Gloria Ganang, Audrey Wong, and Tee Thye 
Lim. All of the delegates enjoyed the good 
weather and a positive sharing session when 
they went up to the BSBCC‘s viewing 
platforms to observe the sun bears in their 
forest enclosure. We are deeply grateful for 
the visit and the donation given to the 
Centre.  

O  n 8th of March 2019, BSBCC was visited 
by the delegates from Pahang State 
Secretary Office. During the visit, a 
presentation was delivered by the founder 
and CEO of Bornean Sun Bear Conservation 
Centre -- Dr Wong Siew Te. They also had 
an opportunity to tour to the BSBCC‘s 
viewing platform to observe our rescued Sun 
Bears. Thank you for visiting us and we 
hope that the visit can help us to promote 
BSBCC and help us to spread awareness!  

Delegates observing the Sun Bears in the forest 
enclosures 

A sharing session to the visitors by Dr Wong himself 

Malaysian Pahang State 
Secretary Office 

Malaysian Primary Industries 
Minister 

Dr Wong leads the group while giving some briefing 
about the centre  

BSBCC representative Gloria Ganang handing souvenir 
to YB Teresa Kok Suh Sim, accompanied by Sabah 
Wildlife Department Director Augustine Tuuga  

https://www.facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/videos/336478073587503/
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BSBCC was also featured in the following online news and  
newspapers:  
 
 Melatih beruang matahari berdikari di hutan. Kosmo!, 

page 20-21. 2nd March 2019. 

 Papa Bear, One man has made it his life’s mission to save 
the endangered sun bear. Reader‘s Digest (Asia), page 30-
33. March 2019.  

 Sun Bears Just Joined a Short List of Animals With a 
Weird And Complex Social Skill. Science Alert, Nature. 25th 

March 2019. https://www.sciencealert.com/sun-bears-are-one-of-the-only-creatures
-that-can-mimic-complex-facial-expression 

 Little sun bear's facial mimicry reveals complex social 
skills. The Jakarta Post. 23rd March 2019. https://
www.thejakartapost.com/life/2019/03/22/little-sun-bears-facial-mimicry-reveals-complex
-social-skills.html 

 Sun Bears Mimic Each Other’s Faces. Scientists Didn’t 
Expect That. The New York Times. 22nd March 2019. https://
www.nytimes.com/2019/03/22/science/sun-bears-faces-mimicry.html 

 Sun Bears Mimic Each Other’s Facial Expressions to 
Communicate. Smithsonian.com. 22nd March 2019. https://
www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/sun-bears-mimic-each-others-facial-expressions-
communicate-180971778/ 

 Sun bears mimic faces like humans and gorillas do. 
National Geographic. 21st March 2019. https://
www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2019/03/sun-bears-play-mimic-faces/ 

 Surprise! Sun Bears, Like Dogs and Humans, Mimic Each 
Other's Faces. Gizmodo. 21st March 2019. https://gizmodo.com/
surprise-sun-bears-like-dogs-and-humans-mimic-each-o-1833461223 

 It's Not Just Humans, Sun Bears Also Communicate by 
Mimicking Facial Expressions. Discover. 21st March 2019. 
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/d-brief/2019/03/21/32924/#.XKFtGCIza01 

 Introducing the Sun Bear.  Simply Travel & Investing. 7th 

April 2019. https://simplytravelandinvesting.com/introducing-the-sun-bear/?
fbclid=IwAR3gni89oOqb6_QespnJiCt1j_1BVvK6vZLXFjinLAPK1QTf4DI2rkCypeA 

BSBCC IN THE NEWS 

https://www.sciencealert.com/sun-bears-are-one-of-the-only-creatures-that-can-mimic-complex-facial-expression
https://www.sciencealert.com/sun-bears-are-one-of-the-only-creatures-that-can-mimic-complex-facial-expression
https://www.thejakartapost.com/life/2019/03/22/little-sun-bears-facial-mimicry-reveals-complex-social-skills.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/life/2019/03/22/little-sun-bears-facial-mimicry-reveals-complex-social-skills.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/life/2019/03/22/little-sun-bears-facial-mimicry-reveals-complex-social-skills.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/22/science/sun-bears-faces-mimicry.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/22/science/sun-bears-faces-mimicry.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/sun-bears-mimic-each-others-facial-expressions-communicate-180971778/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/sun-bears-mimic-each-others-facial-expressions-communicate-180971778/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/sun-bears-mimic-each-others-facial-expressions-communicate-180971778/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2019/03/sun-bears-play-mimic-faces/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2019/03/sun-bears-play-mimic-faces/
https://gizmodo.com/surprise-sun-bears-like-dogs-and-humans-mimic-each-o-1833461223
https://gizmodo.com/surprise-sun-bears-like-dogs-and-humans-mimic-each-o-1833461223
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/d-brief/2019/03/21/32924/#.XKFtGCIza01
https://simplytravelandinvesting.com/introducing-the-sun-bear/?fbclid=IwAR3gni89oOqb6_QespnJiCt1j_1BVvK6vZLXFjinLAPK1QTf4DI2rkCypeA
https://simplytravelandinvesting.com/introducing-the-sun-bear/?fbclid=IwAR3gni89oOqb6_QespnJiCt1j_1BVvK6vZLXFjinLAPK1QTf4DI2rkCypeA
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS 
Papa Bear, One man has made it his life’s mission to save the endangered sun bear. Reader‘s Digest (Asia), 
page 30-33. March 2019.  
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS 
Sun Bears Mimic Each Other’s Faces. Scientists Didn’t Expect That. The New York Times. 22nd March 2019 

TRILOBITES  

Sun Bears Mimic Each Other’s Faces. Scientists Didn’t Expect That. 

The sun bears were making faces at each other. And that was a bit of a surprise. 

Comparative psychologists have been studying the facial expressions of primates like orangutans 
and gorillas for years. They have evolved in complex societies and thus need to be able to convey 
their joy, anger, and other emotions to their companions. But nobody had thought to look at 
creatures like sun bears, who live mostly solitary lives. 

Marina Davila-Ross, a primatologist at the University of Portsmouth in England, and her 
colleagues learned that a handful of the Southeast Asian bears, which primarily live alone in the 
wild, were in a rehabilitation center near the orangutan center in Malaysia where Dr. Davila-Ross 
was doing research. 

Curious about whether facial communication was more common in the animal kingdom that 
people thought, they deployed cameras to capture hours of footage of the bears interacting with 
each other. In a study published Thursday in Scientific Reports, they say that sun bears do use 
facial expressions to communicate, suggesting that the capacity to do so may be widespread, and 
that social creatures do not have a monopoly on expressing themselves this way. 

Sun bears are exceedingly solitary. A female’s one or two cubs will live with her for about two 
years, and then set off for lives on their own. Adults seem to rarely meet, except for mating. At the 
center, bears that cannot be released back into the wild live in enclosures in groups of five or six. 
For the bears, it was an unnatural setup — but it was perfect for the scientists.  

In their footage of 22 bears going about their daily lives, the scientists zeroed in on moments 
when the animals were playing, batting at each other and grappling good-humoredly. They 
watched for moments where the playing bears were looking into each other’s faces, and then they 
looked for certain facial expressions, like opening one’s mouth wide and showing teeth. 

They found that very often when one bear made such an expression, the other bear would make it 
a second later. This happened frequently, and so precisely — they were making not just any 
expression, but very much the one on their playmate’s face — that the scientists believe they were 
mimicking each other. 

“It’s not just an emotional outburst,” said Dr. Davila-Ross, meaning that the bears were not just 
showing pleasure generally. They appear to be looking to communicate with each other. 

What are the sun bears saying to each other? “This is not all that clear yet, but there are some 
indications that it may help coordinate social play behaviors and be linked to longer play bouts,” 
Dr. Davila-Ross said. “As such, it may help to strengthen social bonds between the interacting 
individuals.” 

They are solitary mammals, but like primates and people, they seem to be able to read one 
another’s facial expressions.  

By Veronique Greenwood  

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-019-39932-6
https://www.nytimes.com/by/veronique-greenwood
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS 
Melatih beruang matahari berdikari di hutan. Kosmo!, page 20-21. 2nd March 2019. 
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Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases help us to protect, save and  
enrich the lives of the endangered Sun Bears.  

BEAR SHOP 

MERCHANDISES  

 Colour samples 

    

Hand-made Bear Clay   
 

MYR83.00 (Medium) 
Size: 6.8cm(L)x5.5cm(W)x4cm(H) 

 
MYR52.00 (Small) 

Size: 3.3cm(L)x2.4cm(W)x4cm(H) 

Fisherman Hat  
 

MYR 30.00  
Colour : Khaki  

Canvas Bag 
 

MYR 40 (Logo & Sunbearo) 
 

MYR 45 (Fina) 
 

Cap 
 

MYR 25.00 
Colour : Khaki, Black, Grey, 

Dark blue         
*Quick drying lightweight cap only available 
in Dark Blue colour 

    

             Tongue T-shirt 
 
 

MYR 40.00 (Adult) 
Size: XXXL, XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS 
Colour: Black, Military green, Brown, 

Blue  
MYR 35.00 (Kids)  

Size: XL, L, M, S, XS 
Colour : Blue, Pink 
 

Sun Bear Chest-Mark T-shirt 
(Black only) 

 
MYR 40.00 (Adult) 

Size: XXXL, XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS 
 

 
MYR 35.00 (Kids)  

Size : XL, L, M, S, XS 

  Save Sun Bear T-shirt 
(Black, Green, White) 

 
MYR 40.00 (Adult) 

Size: XL, L, M, S, XS 
 

 
MYR 35.00 (Kids) 

Size: XL, L, M, S, XS 

Polo T-shirt 
(Black, Grey) 

 
MYR 52.00 (Adult) 

Size: XXXL, XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS     
 

Medium 

Small 

     

             Soft toy                                            
 

MYR 45.00 (Bear Walking)                              
Size:30cm(H)x8cm(L)                          
 

MYR 38.00 (Bear Standing) 
Size:19cm(H)x8cm(L)   
 

MYR 35.00 (Bear Sitting) 
Size: 17cm(H)x8cm(L) 

Coins Bag 
 

MYR 25.00 
Size: 9.5cm(H)x9.5cm(L) 

  Card Magnet 
 

MYR 2.50  
Size :  
9cm(H)x5.5cm(L) (Bear Cartoon) 
5.5cm(H)x9cm(L) (Debbie) 

Clay Magnet  
 

MYR 15.00 (each)  

Rattan Bracelet  
 

MYR 18.00 (each) 

Bear Cartoon 

Debbie 

Bear  
Walking 

Bear Sitting Bear Standing 

     

Car Sticker  
(10cm)   
MYR 5.00 

Embroidery Badge 
(7.5cm) 

MYR 15.00 

Bear Bookmarker 
(Wood 15cm) 
MYR 8.00 (each) 

Button Badge 
(5.8cm) 

MYR 3.50 (each) 

Bear Bookmark  
(Soft PVC ~9cm) 
MYR 12.00 (each) 

Cotton 

Quick drying 
lightweight fabric 

Logo Sunbearo Fina 

Please click here or scan on the QR code for the order form if you are 
interested in purchasing our merchandises. 
  

Terms and conditions:  
1. No cancellation upon confirmation of purchase. 
2. Price shown are inclusive of GST 0%. Additional charges for shipping will  

be incurred. 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/shop.html
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What can you do to help the  

Sun Bears? 

 

 Do not support any wildlife trade 

 Contact us if you find any illegal  

activities (poaching, trading, etc) 

 Learn more about Sun Bears and 

their habitat 

 Follow us on social medias and help 

us spread the word 

 Donate through our website  

 Adopt a bear through our website, 

or at our Centre 

 Volunteer! 

B  SBCC‘s work would never been possible  
without in-kind and financial support from  
various individuals and agencies. We acknowledge 
the continuous support from the following  
contributors:  
 

If you would like to make a direct  
donation to BSBCC, you can do so with one of 
these methods:   

 Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre 
(BSBCC) - Donate any amount directly to 
BSBCC through our paypal account by clicking 
the donate button on our website: 
www.bsbcc.org.my 

 
 

 Wong Siew Te - Send an email to our CEO 
and Founder, Dr.  Wong Siew Te, for further  
inquiries on  donating directly to us at 
wongsiew@hotmail.com  

DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS 

BORNEAN SUN BEAR  

CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC) 

Location address:  

Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan Labuk, 

90000 Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia 

Postal address:  

PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan, 

Sabah, Malaysia 

 

Tel:  

+6 089 534 491     

E-mail:  

info.bsbcc@gmail.com 

Website:  

www.bsbcc.org.my   

facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/ 

instagram.com/bsbcc 

With contributions of information & text from 
Emily Tan Yu En, Shuma Noda, Jane Leonora 

Kostelnyk, Peter Lowe, Tee Thye Lim, Chiew Lin 
May, Seng Yen Wah, Gloria Ganang, Risnayati 

Lammu, Mohd. Haniff Mohd. Busrah, Yvonne Chong 
Yee Wen 

 
Proofreading / English editor :  

Lori Bull, Teresa Fung Wing Ka  
 

Compiled & edited by  
Melynda Cheok 

 Public donation from 
BSBCC donation box 

 Animal Projects & 
Environment 
Education S/B 

 Ability Expeditions S/B 

 Natural Habitat 
Adventures 

 Atlantic Production Ltd 

 Nerium International 
Pty Ltd 

 TAR YC Amaze 
Exhibition Donor 

 Canberra Grammar 
School 

 Elina Teplinsky 

 Katalin Boldizsar 

 Gareth Morris 

 Jennifer Logan-Porter 

 Carissa Gill 

 Jason Woolgar 

 Yvonne Eisner 

 Elodie Vintage Home 
 

 James F Felts 

 Ajaunz 

 Justin Guerra 

 Hazel M Watts 

 Jessica Dixon 

 Brenton Head 

 Anne Mapson 

 Teresa Rivas 

 Cinzia Moncini 

 Cheng Joo Chin 

 Pamela Xin Yi 

 Khoo Ann 

 Hui Yee Foo 

 Mun Cheong 

 Tanya Stevenson 

 Stephen November 

 Barbara Murray 

 Victor Lech 

 Chu Sat Yun 

 Anna Gee & friend 

 Emily Covbi  

 Leh Peng Tay 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/donate.html
mailto:wongsiew@hotmail.com
mailto:info.bsbcc@gmail.com
http://www.bsbcc.org.my
https://www.facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/
https://www.instagram.com/bsbcc

