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BEAR STORY
MEET KINA AND SIKA—BEGINNING
OF A NEW LIFE

T

oday they saw their rescuers. Each rescued
orphan sun bear needs to cope with the
traumatic loss of their mother and generally ends
up in the illegal pet trade. They all have a terrible
start in their young lives. Surely their memories
with the forest are all gone. They have never been
given the chance to experience and exhibit their
natural behavior.
Kina (rescued bear-54), a one year old female bear
was named after the place where she was being
kept (originally nicknamed ―Kalong‖ by her
previous owner). Kina arrived at BSBCC on March
1st, 2017. She had a relatively small head
compared to her body and her canines appeared
small. When she arrived, she weighed 12.85kg.
She showed signs of malnutrition and had been
poorly cared for since she was a cub. She lacked
sufficient
nutrients
for
her
growth
and
development after a life of being fed inappropriate

Kina
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food. She had been fed rice, coconut, sugar
cane and Nespray (full cream milk powder).
Kina has a slender and pointy muzzle.

Kina‟s favourite fruit are honeydew melons.

A great new home for Kina to explore.

Upon rescue, Kina showed no fear of
humans, as she had been habitually kept as
an illegal pet. We are trying to wean her off
close contact with humans and will introduce
her to new bear friends. It was sad to see
the trauma she had suffered with the loss of
her mother. She is a young, energetic and
playful bear, full of enthusiasm. She is
quickly settling into the quarantine area. She
is getting braver and accepts everything on
offer.

She enjoys the enriched activities we come up
with, which can be seen through her love of
exploring her den. Kina tries her best at
demolishing dead logs to get every delicious
treat out of the bark. However, feeding time
is what she looks forward to the most. Her
favourite foods are milk, banana, papaya,
honey dew melons and HONEY! She will rub it
all over her head and body! She enjoys
playing for hours with the bear ball. She tries
different ways to tear, paw and roll the ball
to reach the delicacies inside. Kina also is an
expert in climbing logs, using her long and
curved claws! This allows her to be happy and
simply enjoy chilling as a bear!

Ripping down the Bear Ball searching for honey.
Kina also enjoys eating banana.
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The youngest female sun bear at our
centre, Sika (Rescued bear-55), weighed
4.8kg when she arrived at BSBCC on March
1st, 2017. She was a tiny four month old,
female sun bear cub. The Sabah Wildlife
Department rescued Sika on February 9th,
2017 from Kampung Sikalabaan in Pensiagan
district, one of the most rural areas in Sabah.
Sika is named after the place that she was
rescued from.

Sika is settling in her den.

Sika‟s blue eyes.

Thankfully, Sika was found by a volunteer
that had visited BSBCC. He saw that the bear
cub was being kept in a chicken mesh cage
as a pet and had a diet mostly of condensed
milk, fruits and cereal. He then decided to
call BSBCC and asked us to rescue this bear
cub.

Sika steps into the den for the first time. She has never
entered it before!
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These young bears are quickly settling into
the new environment. They are in safe hands
now and will settle in well at the BSBCC
quarantine area, where they will stay for
approximately 30 days. Bear care staff will
focus on enrichment and diet changes which
will keep these rescued sun bears busy, active
and stimulated. We will give them the care
and nourishment they need and teach them
all the necessary skills to fend for themselves
in the wild. Both bears are building up their
strength and learning to trust their bear care
takers.
This is the beginning of Kina‘s and Sika‘s new
lives! This life of freedom and putting their
traumatic pasts behind them is a perfect plan
for these little bears. After they finish their
quarantine period, they will reacquaint
themselves with
becoming WILD bears,
surrounded by sunshine, tall trees, nests they
will build, bear-friends, treats, love and
peace. Kina and Sika have many challenges
ahead of them and much progress to make in
order to succeed on their own in the wild. Sun
bears are endangered and at risk of
extinction. Please do NOT permit sun bears to
continue suffering from psychological trauma
– help them get back to the forest where
they belong, and which will now be their
mother. Please help make a difference to help
secure a future for sun bears like little Kina
and Sika.
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BEAR STORY
KNOW MORE ABOUT KINA
She has adapted well in quarantine since she
arrived here at BSBCC and has spent her
time in her den with various enrichment
items from fire hose products such as fire
hose hammock, wood hammock, and a heart
-shaped honeycomb. Other than that, she
also likes to play KONG, Aussie Dog Ball, and
her favourite toy, the Bear Ball!! She is
totally an enrichment lover. She loves to
hang out on the hanging platform – this
allows her to remain high up and is a perfect
resting place. The hanging platform is just
like her secret garden – It gives us much joy
and happiness to see her bring her favourite
food or toys up there to play.

Kina

We can‘t believe how fast the time has flown!
A year- old juvenile bear, Kina just recently
finished her quarantine period. Previously,
she was kept as a pet for more than a year
before her owner decided to surrender her to
Sabah Wildlife Department. Her owner
claimed that Kina‗s mother abandoned her
when they were crossing the road – her
mother was frightened and immediately ran
away, leaving Kina behind. At that time, Kina
was just an infant and had not opened her
eyes yet. When she first arrived at BSBCC,
Kina was malnourished and had a relatively
small head compared to her body size. Her
condition has since improved and now stable,
she weighs 18.4kg! Her favourite foods are
papaya, honeydew melon, egg and milk!
Although she has her favourites, Kina is not
picky and still enjoys all the foods that we
have given to her!

Kina enjoys eating honeydew melon. She loves juicy
melons.
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New den for Kina.

In order to encourage foraging behavior, the
keepers will later let her out into a larger den
where there will be a larger space for her to
explore and get closer to nature. Kina steps
out of her cage with the utmost curiosity and
explores the environment around her from
every single corner like a good inspector.
She enjoys being in the natural environment
den, which is furnished with plenty of leaves
and decayed wood. She spends most of her
time exploring the enrichment in the den
that has been prepared for her by the bear
care team. Kina‗s days seem so simple,
where even a small piece of decayed wood
can make her day brighter. She knows how
to enjoy her time herself, lying on the dry
leaves and going into her "relaxed" mode.
4

Kina is enjoying all the leaves and wood.

We hope Kina will learn the skills of a wild
bear in the forest and improve her survival
skills, because she truly deserves to live like
a wild sun bear again.

She really enjoys playing with the enrichment game
called „Aussie Dog Ball‟.

Kina is playful and loves to explore her new
toys. The keepers spend time play fighting
with Kina so she can also learn important
defense skills to protect herself later on. She
shows her strength during the play fighting
through pawing, which is how a sun bear
plays. However, some of the bear survival
skills cannot be taught by a caretaker, and
these include foraging, building a tree nest
and so on. Hence, we plan to introduce her
to a new bear friend who can teach her to
become a real bear using sun bear ways.

The Sun Bear Voice

May/June 2017

vol.4, no.3

One of our bear keepers, Azzry, has been acting as
Kina‟s surrogate mother”, teaching her climbing skills.
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BEAR STORY
ALL STARTED WITH ONE LITTLE SWEET NATURED CUB—SIKA
beautiful female bear cub she now weighs
7.25kg.
The next rehabilitation phase for Sika is
taking her out for walks in the forest. Sadly,
Sika is still nervous to step out of her dens,
and the bonding with her surrogate mother is
still weak. She was caged alone as a pet in a
chicken mesh cage after losing her mother.
All little Sika knew was pain and fear. She
strongly needed to gain back her confidence
and trust towards her new surroundings so
she might develop the forest skills that she
needs to be a real wild bear.

Sika

Sika was rescued from a village in
Sikalabaan, Sabah on February 9th 2017. A
female sun bear cub, she is now five months
old and has completed her time in
quarantine.

The keeper bottle feeds Sika in the quarantine area.

She has shown tremendous progress in the
last month and is now an active, healthy and
Sika was caged alone as in a chicken mesh cage as a
“pet” before being rescued and handed over to BSBCC.

Chart shows the growth curve of bear cub, Sika
(Updated 4th April 2017). Sika is in good health and has
gained more weight .
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To prepare her in gaining back strength,
confidence and trust, we have moved Sika
into a larger exercise den with an
environment which is as close as possible to
life in the wild. This exercise den is full of
natural habitat enrichment such as dead
wood, green leaves, leafy browse, climbing
structures, a platform, and treats to
stimulate and prepare her for life back in the
wild.
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She loves rolling and wrestling, and she
expresses
much
happiness.
Sika
has
excellent climbing skills. She uses her small
curved claws to create a cavity in the
climbing log to get to the ants. Sometimes
she will climb higher to get a better look, as
well as to avoid strange sounds! We envy her

Bear care teams help by setting up various types of
environmental enrichment.

We have given Sika the opportunity to
venture out for the very first time. When
Sika was first brought to the larger exercise
den, she was easily stressed by noise and
paced alertly in the new larger exercise den.
She kept vocalizing and was uncomfortable
with where she was. We tried to comfort her
and help her adapt to the new environment
by showing her new enrichment toys. Sika
needed plenty of time. Thankfully, she did it!
She calmed down and adapted, and soon
decided it was time to explore the whole
exercise den. Sun bear cubs require a lot of
exercise to practice their physical skills and
grow stronger! Her courage has grown with
each day and she has started exploring.

Sika and her keeper play fight.

tree-climbing skills!! She is learning and
experiencing that life as a wild bear can be
so rewarding. She knows her tragic past is
now behind her and is rediscovering her
natural behavior. She has proven herself to
be a sweet natured sun bear! We hope the
next move will be taking little Sika on walks
in the forest to let her experience the true
Bornean environment.

Sika is becoming curious and begins exploring her
surroundings.

She always goes straight to the big log and
pulls off its branches. After one week, we are
pleased with her progress in finding the
courage to venture outside without any
hesitation. Sika is learning to trust her
surrogate mother without fear. She will be
growing and learning under the guidance of
her surrogate mother.
Jeniur, our bear keeper, leading little Sika climbing a tree.
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BEAR STORY
FRIENDS FOR LIFE—NANO AND NOAH

Noah (left) and Nano (right).

Both male bear cubs, Nano and Noah were
likely taken from their mothers and kept in
tiny cages as illegal pets. When they were
rescued in 2016, Nano was very stressed,
shy, in pain and extremely fearful of the
outside world, whilst Noah was found with
his milk canines ground down into nothing
(the ground canine powder was used in the
illegal pet trade). The two little cubs had a

Noah takes a sneak peak inside the quarantine area
once the guillotine door is opened.

Once the door opened, Noah began to peek
out from the doorway! Noah made his way to
an area with dried leaves and began to stand
on his hind legs and grab everything around
him! Then after twenty minutes, Nano
paused, alert, and stepped towards the new
dens!

Nano is settling in his den.

very exciting few months! Both of them were
moved into big dens filled with natural
enrichment, and treats which keep them
stimulated and healthy. This is one of the
steps for the rescued bears to acclimatize
themselves before life in the real forest and
to give them an opportunity to explore the
environment and develop the skills that they
need to survive in the wild.
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Noah is enjoying his new den, which is filled with
enrichments.
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Noah is curious about the new enrichment given to him,
Fire hose block.

Noah and Nano became excited and curious when they
encountered the new dens.

They trotted around the dens, curious about
their surroundings - the natural enrichment!!
It was such a glorious sight to see! They
roamed freely and adapted quickly to their
new home. After his rescue from being kept
as an illegal pet, the beautiful smile on
Nano's face when he realizes he is not alone
is a wonder to see ! Noah is a good, natural
leader. He creates a calming and energetic
atmosphere around him. He will encourage
Nano to be brave and play. He becomes
cheeky whenever he sees Nano starting to
pace near the door, then he tries to push
Nano and start an epic play fight! Noah does
not give up, determined to teach Nano to
fight back! Slowly, Nano follows in Noah‗s
footsteps, learning to be a bear again. They
have learned to trust each other!

They have dead wood to dig into, bear balls
to play with, climbing structures to climb, fire
hose baskets to forage with, a hammock to
take naps in and dried leaves to roll in. They
wrestle, play, forage for food, sleep on the
platform and share enrichment together.
Both are getting stronger and more confident
by the day. They were completely in their
own world! It makes us feel sad to see the

Nano (left) and Noah (right) enjoy wrestling.

Nano tries to open the coconut given to him.
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trauma these rescued sun bears have
suffered due to the pet trade. But we realize
how amazing it is to see their tragic pasts
now behind them. The important thing is that
Nano has slowly gained his confidence,
overcome his fears and is enjoying himself
every single day with his best pal, Noah. For
sun bears, Noah and Nano‗s lives after the
horror of being kept as pets has been more
than they could have hoped for, and now,
hopefully, they are living the lives they were
meant to live.
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BSBCC CORNER
DR.WONG AS KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT THE 13TH INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL BRUNEI (ISB) GLOBAL ISSUES CONFERENCE

O

n the 11th March 2017, Dr. Wong Siew
Te (CEO and Founder of the BSBCC),
was invited as a keynote speaker to deliver
his talk at the 13th International School
Brunei
(ISB)
Borneo
Global
Issues
Conference.

Meanwhile another keynote speaker Kenny
Peavy (American author, explorer and
eco-activist) has delivered his talk on
raising awareness on endangered species in
Southeast Asia.

13th International School Brunei, Borneo Global Issues
Conference at the International Convention Centre.

In his speech, Dr. Wong stressed the need to
seek alternatives, citing examples where,
instead of cutting down natural forests, fast
growing species like Acasia could be used for
consumption.

Dr. Wong Siew Te (Founder and CEO of the BSBCC) at
the International Convention Centre.

Dr. Wong Siew Te during his speech.

"We must
much as
resources,
value food

support sustainable palm oil as
possible. We must use less
recycle as much as possible and
without wasting it", he added.
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Our youths play one of the most important
roles in achieving a better life for future
generations. It is easier for young people to
communicate and voice their fresh ideas, and
to use their energy to build a better world.
Karan Jerath, a UN Global Young Leader and
inventor, has said that "It does not matter
how old you are or where you came from,
and how much you know, as long as you
allow your ideas to become a reality".
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
OUTREACH PROGRAMME

B

SBCC‘s outreach program, which
continues to run actively throughout
March and April 2017. During this visit,
BSBCC‘s education team visited 20 schools/
organizations in 6 different districts in
Sabah
(See
Table
1),
including
Kinabatangan, Ranau, Beluran, Telupid,

our visits in their schools. All the students
enjoyed their time learning about the
environment and about wildlife species through
exhibitions, talks and numerous activities.

Sunny‟s appearance also received cheers from students.

Table 1: List of schools and plantation estates
visited in March and April 2017.
School
Ms Risnayati (Environmental Education Officer) giving
a brief explanation about sun bears.

Tongod and Kota Belud. Participants in this
outreach
program
included
HUTANKinabatangan
Orang-utan
Conservation
Programme (KOCP) , Sandakan Borneo Bird
Club and Sabah Wildlife Department. This
time, Wildlife Rescue Unit (WRU), Danau
Girang Field Centre and Sabah Parks joined
our team for the outreach programme. The
team is increasing in size and more
knowledge is now available to the public.
The awareness programme activities have
expanded the potential for developing
awareness on the importance of protecting
Mother Nature.
We are very grateful
for our warm
welcomes by students and teachers during

SMK Sukau,
Kinabatangan
SMK Pamol, Beluran
SK Nangoh,
Pamol, Beluran
SMK Beluran II,
Beluran
SK Telupid, Telupid
SK Tangkungon,
Telupid
SK Wonod,
Telupid
SMK Tongod, Telupid
Estate Suan Lamba
SMK Lohan,
Ranau
SK Lohan, Ranau
SMK Mat Salleh,
Ranau
SK Pekan, Ranau
SMK Ranau

Ms
Gloria,
Environmental
Education
Executive
delivering her talk on sun bear to the workers at IOI–
UNICO Desa Plantation.
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SMK Taun Gusi, Kota
Belud
SK Sembirai,
Kota Belud
SMK Pekan II Kota
Belud
SK Pekan Kota
Belud, Kota Belud
SMK Arshad,
Kota Belud
IOI—UNICO
Desa Plantation

No. Pax

Date

293 students
7 teachers
34 students
2 teachers
236 students
19 teachers
364 students
5 teachers
167 students
19 teachers
207 students
18 teachers
265 students
19 teachers
315 students
10 teachers
77 pax

2nd Mar

315 students
3 teachers
290 students
41 teachers
100 students
12 teachers
600 students
43 teachers
503 students
13 teachers
52 students
2 teachers
568 students
50 teachers
110 students
4 teachers
134 students
26 teachers
122 students
16 teachers
59 pax

3rd Apr

6th Mar
7th Mar
8th Mar
13th Mar
14th Mar
15th Mar
16th Mar
2nd Apr

4th Apr
5th Apr
6th Apr
7th Apr
10th Apr
11th Apr
12th Apr
13th Apr
13th Apr
27th Apr
11

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
GROUP VISIT

A

t BSBCC we welcome group visits to
our Centre to encourage people in
raising their awareness on sun bears. A
total of 14 group visits from different
schools have visited our Centre from March
to April 2017.

Students are queuing to observe the bears through the
spotting scope.

Table 2: List of school/group that visited to
BSBCC in March and April 2017.
Bellinda BSBCC‟s Centre Coordinator giving a
presentation about sun bears and about BSBCC to
students from UMS.

During each visit, students enjoy an
introduction to sun bears and to BSBCC
from one of the BSBCC‘s education team,
before they all go to the observation
platform to observe the sun bears in the
forest enclosure. One of the goals of
BSBCC‗s education team is to encourage all
levels of society to learn about the
importance of conserving nature and to
begin
appreciating
the
wealth
of
biodiversity in our country. With more
educated and knowledgeable societies,
there will be hope that the sun bears and
other wildlife will be protected for the
future generations.

Students observing the sun bears in the forest
enclosure from an aerial walkway.
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School / Group

No.
Pax

Date

Ren Ai Charitable

30

11th Mar

Kg. Paus Community

23

18th Mar

Pusat Tuisyen Cerdik Minda

40

18th Mar

Amazing Borneo Tours

9

22nd Mar

SJK (c) Ming Chung

28

1st Apr

SK. ST. Mary Town
Komuniti Pintar Sandakan
Monash University
World Youth Adventure
MRSM Sandakan
UMS (IBTP)
SK Rancangan Lubuh
SMK Sandakan
SK Segama Lahad Datu

28
8
27
19
24
17
53
45
96

1st Apr
14th Apr
15th Apr
19th Apr
22nd Apr
22nd Apr
22nd Apr
24th Apr
27th Apr

Group photo with students from MRSM Sandakan.
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
PETROSAINS PLAYSMART ENVIRONMENTAL DAY 2017

O

n the 3rd and 4th of March 2017,
BSBCC participated in an exhibition at
the Petrosains PlaySmart, Kota Kinabalu,

Group photo with students from SMK Beaufort II.

Bellinda BSBCC‟s Centre Coordinator showing camera
trap pictures to the students.

Sabah. This was an educational event to
promote our local community and encourage
students to study the sciences that influence
the environment and to increase awareness
on how one's actions can impact the
environment.

Ongoing activities throughout the day:
freshener, DIY pencil case and nature art.
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air

There were many workshops and activities,
including Environ-Hunt, My Green House,
Eco Superhero, Eco-BUzzer and DIY
generator. Agencies from Sabah Park,
Sabah Environment Protection Association,
Danau Girang Field Centre Raleigh Borneo
participated in this events as well. For us,
this event served as a good platform for
students, teachers and the community to
obtain valuable information and develop a
sound understanding of their allover
wellbeing and their responsibilities in
preserving the environment.

A token of appreciation from Mr. Romy (right), a
representative from Petrosains to the BSBCC team.
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NOTABLE VISITORS
US AMBASSADOR VISIT

W

e were honored to host the US
Ambassador to Malaysia, Kamala Shirin
Lakhdir in a visit to the Bornean Sun Bear
Conservation Centre on 1st April, 2017. The
ambassador praised our work in rehabilitating
the world's smallest bear and in educating
people
regarding
the
existence
and
conservation of sun bears. The Founder and

Ambassador Kamala Shirin Lakhdir reading out the story
from The Wild Tree House of Borneo.

After listening to "The Wild Tree House" story
as related by the Ambassador, the school
group engaged in various activities, including
bear observation and bear origami.
Dr Wong Siew Te delivered a presentation on BSBCC's
roles to the Ambassador and delegates .

CEO of BSBCC, Dr. Wong Siew Te, delivered a
brief presentation on BSBCC's roles and
efforts in sun bear conservation in Sabah
before accompanying the Ambassador to a
sun bear viewing from the observation
platforms.

Sun bear origami made by the students.

Viewing the bears in the forest enclosure through the
spotting scope.

Following this, Ambassador Kamala Shirin
Lakhdir also engaged in story telling (The
Wild Tree House of Borneo) with a group of
students that visited us on the same day. The
students were very happy and excited to
meet the Ambassador.
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BSBCC presenting a momento to Ambassador Kamala.
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VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS

B

SBCC currently houses 44
rescued sun bears in our two
bear houses and a quarantine
facility. Each day, the once captive
sun bears are provided with ample
food and activities to stimulate
healthy bear behavior. Volunteers
and interns help our keepers
achieve our goals in looking after
the welfare of these bears and
helping them in their rehabilitation
process.

Table 3: List of volunteers and interns in March and
April 2017.
Name

Volunteer
/Interns

Country

Duration

Baverly
Wakeford
Brown

Volunteer

UK

13th Mar–
24th Mar

Yu Qi

Volunteer

Malaysia

19th Mar–
8th Apr

BSBCC Volunteer Programme
BSBCC continues to receive help
from volunteers across the globe.
The BSBCC volunteer program,
conducted in collaboration with APE
Malaysia, has been active
throughout March and April 2017.
Volunteers in this program were
supervised by BSBCC staff with
much-appreciated assistance from
the APE Malaysia team. Besides
helping the keepers in caring for the
bears at the Centre, volunteers also
helped to spread awareness on the
plights of sun bears through the
education booth at our visitor
Centre.
Internship at BSBCC
BSBCC welcomes students from
local and international institutions
for their internship at the Centre.
Interns will have the opportunity to
learn about the rehabilitation of
once captive sun bears. Interns will
also study the importance of bear
enrichment and of cleanliness of the
facility. They will also study the
behavior of this little known species.

Baverly is providing enrichment for the bears in an activity called
“Stick Paradox”.

If you would like to make a difference and enjoy the
experience of a lifetime, please join us. Learn about
our
volunteer
programme
on
our
website
www.bsbcc.org.my/volunteer.html or email us
at info.bsbcc@gmail.com for further enquiries.
Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder of BSBCC
Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com
Group photo with our volunteer.
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VOLUNTEERS STORIES
MY VOLUNTEERING WITH APE MALAYSIA AT THE BORNEAN SUN
BEAR CONSERVATION CENTRE FEBRUARY 2017

H

i, I am Peter Lowe, 66 years of age,
retired chef/catering manager/
restaurant manager. I am British and have
resided in Prague, Czech Republic for the
past 22 years and this is now my home
I have always loved animals from a very
young age and I wanted to be either a Zoo
Keeper or a vet. However I realized this
would require many years of study/
expense and I was not the best student.
At this time I became fascinated with
Borneo and it's unique fauna and eco
system, particularly the ―wild men of
Borneo‖ the Orangutan
One autumn evening in 2015, I was
surfing the net when I spotted an
advertisement for volunteering at Melaka
Zoo, consisting of helping to care for the
primates for 2 weeks and 2 weeks of
volunteering on the Kinabatangan river,
helping to clear former logging areas of
undergrowth, clearing creepers etc. from
newly planted fruit trees, planting fruit
trees, spotting wildlife from the river,
recording
species
No's
and
map
co-ordinates, and otherwise helping in the
community. I contacted the agency
concerned and obtained a placement for
the month of March, 2016. Whilst
volunteering at Melaka Zoo, I helped care
for the Malaysian Sun bears there and fell
in love with these delightful animals. On
our final day in Borneo, we visited the
Orangutan Centre, The Rain Forest
Discovery Centre and the Bornean
Sunbear Conservation Centre. Whilst at
the BSBCC, I had the good fortune to
meet briefly with Dr. Wong, the founder of
the centre. Later, at lunch, with most of
the team from Ape Malaysia, I vowed, my
health and stamina permitting, that I
would return to volunteer at the BSBCC in
2017.
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I'm now into the second week of working at the
Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre. The
work can be hard and messy, but it is so
rewarding! It is a privilege to work with these
very special bears, the smallest and, in my
opinion, the cutest bears in the world. In
addition, the people at the BSBCC are very
special. They are so welcoming, positive, kind
and full of enthusiasm and this friendliness is
contagious! I just love being here, being given
the opportunity to have this very unique
experience and to learn so much. Absolutely
priceless.

Peter (left) with Monica (right) providing enrichment for the
bears.
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Peter ( left) preparing enrichment for the bears.

The volunteers reside near the BSBCC in
accommodations overlooking the rain
forest. The views are spectacular. There is
a restaurant, sun deck and hammocks for
relaxation. The volunteers have their own
cooking facilities, western style toilets,
showers with hot water and a washing
machine!! They are driven to the BSBCC
daily, leaving the accommodation at 7.45
each morning to start work at 8.00. The

Everyone uses
enrichments.

their

creativity

in

May/June 2017

The team here at the Bornean Sun Bear
Conservation
Centre
are
wonderful.
By
volunteering you are guaranteed to learn a
great deal while having fun and working for a
very worthwhile cause. Do not hesitate =
volunteer with BSBCC.

preparing

work will sometimes be difficult and
messy, and will include weighing out each
bear's morning feed of rice according to
their diet weight requirements; preparing
the fruit for the morning feed = weighing,

The Sun Bear Voice

washing and then weighing the fruit for the
individual pens; scrubbing, cutting and cooking
sweet potatoes and sweet corn to kill any
pesticides etc. and to enhance the smell for the
bears; cleaning out the bears' night cages,
washing the food trays and identification tags,
checking the electric fences, feeding the bears
in the enclosures/cages. Lunch is from 12.0013.30. In the afternoon work will include
preparation and weighing the afternoon food
trays for the bears, work on enrichment for the
bears. The aim of enrichment is to stimulate the
bears to make them stand and climb, use their
sense of smell, their claws, teeth and long
tongues. They will be provided with pieces of
bamboo drilled with holes, filled with rice,
honey, peanut butter, then suspended in the
bear's sleeping den with rope or more elaborate
structures using fire hoses and fallen wood
found in the surrounding rain forest. The
bamboo is also cut from the surrounding rain
forest.

vol.4, no.3

Group photo with staffs and volunteers.
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VOLUNTEERS STORIES
A VERY BEAR-GEMBIRA EXPERIENCE

opportunity to work, learn and be exposed to
a diverse group of people who had impeccable
knowledge and skills and were so helpful in
passing on their knowledge regarding sun
bears, the work they do and WHY they do it!
In the Education Unit, I worked alongside
Gloria, Ina, Sharon, Belinda, and Jeremy in
their educational activities, including their
School Outreach Programs.

My name is Charina Pria, and I am a
23-year-old
Sunway
University
undergraduate student hailing
from
Subang Jaya Selanggor, Malaysia and
majoring in Biology with a minor
in
Psychology. I first heard of The Bornean
Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC)
when I travelled on an expedition with
Raleigh International to Sabah in 2014. My
volunteering experience brought me to
Imbak Canyon, a pristine Class-1 Protected
Rainforest in Sabah, where I studied the
amazing biodiversity in the habitats of the
wildlife there, including sun bears! That is
when I learnt about BSBCC, when the
rangers
mentioned
the
efforts
in
conservation of sun bears in Sabah. Fast
forward a couple of years later. When the
time came to apply for an internship
placement, BSBCC was obviously my first
choice because I was excited and eager to
study
the
biological
aspects
of
sustainability, wildlife conservation and, of
course, the sun bears! After applying and
undergoing an interview with BSBCC, I was
very grateful to be granted a placement
here!
For 3 months, I was exposed to many
different things at the centre – namely the
four pillars upon which
the centre was
founded, which are, (1) Education, (2)
Rehabilitation,
(3)
Welfare
and
(4)
Research. At each stage, I had the
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I traveled to primary and secondary schools
around Sandakan for a week and handled
BSBCC‗s education booth, helping raise
awareness on sun bears, conservation
matters, and what BSBCC is currently doing
to help these animals. It was definitely an
enriching experience because I was able to
converse with school students, teachers and
even school staff on these matters, and not
only share what I‗ve learnt from BSBCC, but
also to hear their points of view, their
questions and participate in meaningful
discussions.
After having participated in the outreach
program, I continued in the Rehabilitation and
Welfare Unit, more affectionately known as
the Bear Care Team. This was where most of
my internship period was spent and where
memories were made!

Explaining to students about Kong, a type of enrichment
tool we give to the sun bears at the centre.
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Done with Wan-Wan‟s platform.

team – Thye Lim, Lin May, Azzry, Yen Wah,
Roger, Lester, David, Tommy and Andy, as well
as the other volunteers and interns I met
throughout my time here, with whom I‗ve
fostered amazing friendships.
I even had the chance to be Sunny, BSBCC's sun
bear mascot! Definitely a highlight of the entire
outreach because I get to see happy children and

I was placed under the buddy care of
Mizuno, who taught me the steps of
working
in
the
Bear
House
and
guided me throughout everything in the
centre – cage cleaning, kitchen duty
(preparing all of the sun bear‗s dietary
requirements,
etc),
fence
checks,
enrichment building. Mizuno's constant
enthusiasm in teaching me to recognize
details and learn more about each sun
bear in the centre included captivating
stories.I owe my memorable experiences
to Mizuno and to the entire Bear Care

Me, Tommy (left) and my buddy Mizuno (right),
helping me build an enrichment platform for sun
bear, Wan-Wan. Enrichment is very important in
helping to improve the bear's physiological well-being
& encouraging and stimulating natural behaviors &
instincts. There are many types of enrichment, and
this platform will be a resting and habituation
enrichment where the bear can rest high above, as
they would in trees in the wild.
The Sun Bear Voice
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Lastly, I cannot forget Dr. Wong Siew Te, who
is an incredible and inspirational role model
throughout my time here, who‗d take time out
from his busy schedule to have sessions with
the volunteers, where you could ask him all
sorts of questions ranging from sun bears, to
conservation issues, about the centre, its
history, challenges, future plans and so much
more. I‗ve met a lot of incredible people here at
BSBCC (and bears!) in this brief amount of
time, who have taught me patience and, more
importantly, how essential it is to have passion
in the work you do, as passion is ultimately
what will drive you to grow, to learn and to
keep on going when things get bumpy. I am
immensely grateful to BSBCC and to Dr. Wong
for all the guidance, the teachings, the laughter
and the invaluable experience that has given
me the clarity to be a part of a community that
cares and works in the wildlife conservation
field. Terima Kasih untuk semua dan Jumpa
Lagi!
(Thanks and hope to see you guys
again!)

This team was the most passionate team I've ever met and
it was a pleasure helping and working under you guys!
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BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME

W

elcome a sun bear into your family,
class, club or corporation by adopting
a sun bear or gift a sun bear medicine, food,
or toys to show you care and support the
valuable work of BSBCC.

Share Bear
Choose one of the sun bears:

Adopting a bear is a great way to learn
about sun bears while helping BSBCC meet
the costs of rehabilitation. Funds raised by
the adoption program are used to better the
lives of all bears.

Damai

Fulung

Gifts With Meaning
Kuamut

Cerah
A pot of honey

A hammock

An enrichment toy

Food for 1 week

Kudat

Rungus

List of adopters in March and April 2017:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Jade Taylor
Vanessa Amberg
Kim Lin Peng
Glynis Foster
William Nadalini
Carl Copeland
Nanu Tikka
Anne Platts
Dawn Khoo
Lauren Asquith
Edel Stenson
Emoke Ispan
Alex Hynd
Diane Bredt
Wei Har Gan
Simon Spiers
Melinda Van
Driezum
18. Gertrude Pogorevc

19. Patricia Lorentzon
20. Finn and Shea
Harper
21.Lauriston girls school
22. Laura Whyms
23. Julie Holland
24. Fanny Markussen
25. Julie Morton
26. Paula Hunter
27. Caroline MacLeod
28. Deborah Coltun
29. Destination Asia
Destination Management
Sdn Bhd
30. Peter Crocket
31. Christoper Harti
32. Cally Snare
33. Vanessa Bassett
34. Abigail Needham

Medication for 1 year
Find out on how to adopt a sun bear from
our website:
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt -abear.html

The Sun Bear Voice
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BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME
My Bear

T

he My Bear Adoption Programme
allows corporates or individuals to
exclusively adopt sun bears at BSBCC.
Nano was adopted on the 8th March 2017
through this programme:

Nano
Thank you to Kim Lin Peng for adopting
Nano through BSBCC‘s My Bear adoption
programme. With this support, Nano and
the other rescued orphaned bears can have
the best care at the Centre.
Nano was purchased by a lady with the
intention to end up his unfortunate life in
Kota Marudu. The lady decided to rescue
Nano after she saw Nano was kept in a
small chicken mesh cage by purchasing
Nano for a price of RM1,500 to save Nano‘s
life. The lady then surrendered Nano to
Sabah Wildlife department and sent to the
Lok Kawi Wildlife Park in Kota Kinabalu. He
arrived at BSBCC on 20th November 2017.

Now Nano has a chance to recover and
eventually to be reintroduced back into the
wild. Nano met his friend at BSBCC, Noah and
he has improved a lot since he first came to
BSBCC. He gained strength and confidence
during his quarantine period with his best
friend Noah.

Noah (left) and Nano (right)

BSBCC would like to thank all sun bear
adopters for their support and donations which
will greatly help the Centre to improve the
welfare of individual orphaned bears especially
in their rehabilitation process to return to the
wild.

Nano when first arrived BSBCC.
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS
Sun Bear Conservation Centre impresses US Ambassador , Borneo Post Online , 2nd April 2017 2017.

The Sun Bear Voice
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BSBCC also featured in the following online news and newspapers:



Ecologists laud David Attenborough’s letter to Sabah CM. 5th March 2017. The Star
Online.
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2017/03/05/ecologists-laud-davidattenboroughs-letter-to-sabah-cm/
Two sun bear cubs finally learn what ‘Fun’ means after being rescued from the
illegal pet trade. 28th March 2017. One green planet. Star2.com. http://
www.onegreenplanet.org/news/two-sun-bear-cubs-finally-learn-what-fun-means/



Meet the wild beauties of Borneo. 14th March 2017. New straits timeshttp://
www.star2.com/living/living-environment/2017/03/14/meet-the-wild-beauties-of-borneo/



Love fest for our flora and fauna. 30th March 2017. New straits times. http://
www.nst.com.my/news/2017/03/219697/love-fest-our-flora-and-fauna



Voice your ideas, explore to make difference, student told. 12th March 2017.
Borneo
Bulletin.
http://borneobulletin.com.bn/voice-ideas-explore-make-differencestudents-told/



Sukau bridge cancellation: Civil Society thanks to Sabah government ( In Malay).
21st April 2017. Berita Wilayah. http://www.bernama.com/bernama/state_news/bm/
news.php?cat=sbm&id=1349769



Sabah’s ‘cute’ wildlife a boon to illegal pet trade. 12th April 2017. The Malay Online.
h ttps://sg.n ews.yahoo.com/sabah - cute-wildlife - boon-illegal -pet - trade- vi deo093900827.html



Sun Bear Conservation Centre impresses US Ambassador. 2nd April 2017. Borneo
Post Online. http://www.theborneopost.com/2017/04/02/sun-bear-conservation-centreimpresses-us-ambassador/



US Ambassador: Protect the nature. The US Ambassador willing to help the local
conservation team. 2nd April 2017. Sin Chiew Daily.



The US Ambassador visits Sandakan - Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre. 2nd
April 2017. See Hua Daily News.



The US Ambassador Kamala Shirin Lakhdhir visit SOURC & BSBCC. 2nd April 2017.
Berita Harian Merdeka.



US Ambassador visit looking to join as a partnership of wildlife conservation
opportunity. 2nd April 2017. Asia Times.



US Ambassador visit come to Malaysia and visit Sabah. (In Malay) 2nd April 2017.
Utusan Borneo.



Sun Bear Conservation Centre impresses US Ambassador. 2nd April 2017. The
Borneo Post.
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BEAR SHOP
MERCHANDISES
Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases help us to protect, save and
enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears.

Hand-made Bear Clay
Cost :MYR88.00 (medium)
Size 6.8cm(L)x5.5cm(W)x4cm(H)
MYR55.00 (small)
Size 3.3cm(L)x2.4cm(W)x4cm(H)

Colour samples

Tongue T-shirt
Colour : Military green,
brown, blue
Size (Adult) :XXXL,XXL,
XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost : MYR 41.50
Sizes (Kids) : XS,S,M,L,XL
Colour : Pink, Blue
Cost : MYR 37.00

Car Sticker
Cost : MYR 5.30

Wooden
Keychain
Cost : MYR 9.50

Sun Bear Chest-Mark
T-shirt
Colour : Black
Sizes : Adult XXL,
XXXL, XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost : MYR 41.50

Bear Cartoon
Magnet card
Cost : MYR 2.50
Size : 9cm(H)x5.5cm(L)
Debbie Magnet
Card
Cost: MYR 2.50
Size : 9cm(H)x5.5cm(L)

Rattan
Bracelet
Cost : MYR 19.00

Save Sun Bear T-shirt
Colour: Black, Green,
White
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M,
S, XS
Cost : MYR 41.50

Embroidery
Badge
Cost : MYR 15.90

Fisherman Hat
Colour : Khaki
Cost
: MYR 31.80

Cap
Colour: Khaki, Black,
Grey
Cost : MYR 26.50

Save Sun Bear T-shirt
Colour: Green
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M,
S,
XS
Kid XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost: Adult MYR 37.00

Fina Bag
Colour : Orange/Blue,
Red/Lime
Cost : MYR 45.00

Colour
Cost

Polo T-shirt
Colour : Black, Grey
Sizes : Adult XXXL,
XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 55.00

Canvas Bag
: Beige
: MYR 40.00

If you are interested in purchasing our merchandises, please click here to fill up our order
form.
Terms and conditions:
1. No cancellation upon confirmation of purchase.
2. Price shown are inclusive of GST 6%. Additional charges for shipping will be incurred.
The Sun Bear Voice
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DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS

B

SBCC‘s work would never been possible
without in-kind and financial support from
various individuals and agencies. We acknowledge
the continuous support from the following
contributors:
 Public donation from BSBCC donation box
 Jason Woolgar
 Law Lai Huat
 Sarah Palmer
 Sarah Aspinall
 Mr. Ma and Family
 Whitney Green
 Mcgaver

What can you do to help the
sun bears?




If
you
would
like
to
make
a
direct
donation to BSBCC, you can do so via one of these
methods:










Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
Sdn Bhd (BSBCC) - Donate any amount
directly to BSBCC through our paypal account
by clicking the donate button on our website:
www.bsbcc.org.my
Wong Siew Te – Send an email to our CEO
and Founder, Mr. Wong Siew Te, for further
inquiries on donating directly to us at
wongsiew@hotmail.com



Do not support any wildlife trade
Contact us if you find any illegal
activities (poaching, trading, etc)
Learn more about sun bears and
their habitat
Follow us on Facebook and help us
spread the word
Donate through our website
Adopt a bear through our website,
or at our Centre
Volunteer!

BORNEAN SUN BEAR
CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC)
Location address:
Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan
Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,
Malaysia
Postal address:
PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan,
Sabah, Malaysia
Tel:
+6 089 534 491
Website:
www.bsbcc.org.my

Thank you SM ST. Michael, Sandakan for donating fruits for the
bears.
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E-mail:
info.bsbcc@gmail.com
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