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W e are delighted to report that we have  

successfully released our third and fourth 

release candidates to the core area of Tabin  

Wildlife Reserve, located in Lahad Datu, Sabah on 
the 7th of March, 2018. Bornean Sun Bear  

Conservation Centre (BSBCC) aims to give back 

freedom to our rescued bears. Damai 

and Debbie are ready for reintroduction to their 

natural habitat. It has touched our hearts to know 
that they are behaving like wild sun bears. This is 

an exciting and wonderful moment  to see our sun 

bears getting a second chance at life. 

Debbie was purchased by a guy from Tuaran. She 
was surrendered to Sabah Wildlife Department and 

sent directly to BSBCC in January 2012. Debbie 

has grown into a healthy sun bear. She is a keen 

explorer! She has been developing a strong set of 
survival skills with her agility and superb  

climbing abilities, and she has adjusted to forest 

life with confidence and ease. After six years in  

rehabilitation, Debbie has grown to be the perfect 
candidate for release. She is now able to return to 

a life of freedom!   
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BEAR STORY 

DAMAI & DEBBIE GAIN FREEDOM IN 

TABIN WILDLIFE RESERVE  

Debbie resting in her nest.   



looking forward to enjoying life in the wild! 

We can‟t wait for Damai and Debbie to enjoy 

their freedom!  

On the 6th March, 2018, Dr. Nabila Sarkawi a  
veterinarian from Sabah Wildlife Department, 

sedated the release candidates at around 

2.50 p.m. and moved the two bears to the 

medical tables for a final health check, and 
then safely transferred them into the  

transportation cages. They were placed at 

the bear house for a night with close  

monitoring by our release team.    

 

 

Damai arrived at BSBCC way back in  

November 2012, when she was found  

wandering in a car park near Kota Kinabalu. 
She was then rescued and transported to 

BSBCC. Now at six years old, beautiful Damai 

weighing 39.6 kg is ready to say goodbye to 

BSBCC after years of rehabilitation. Damai 

always understand what she wants and be 
able to take care of her needs all by herself, 

which it brings out a rare quality nature in 

her, independent.  

Both  Damai  and Debbie  were  progressing 
well in our center BSBCC (where they were 

able to learn all the survival skills), both of 

them pick up the forest living skill fairly quick 

as a beginner and now, they are transformed 
to be very skilled tree nest builders by using 

branches, liana and green leaves, foraging 

for termites, grubs and invertebrates. Just a 

little interesting secret of them, they love 
spending their time up in the treetops! Time 

flies, and now the two rescued bears had 

completed their rehabilitation and are ready 

to live independently in the wild. They are 
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Damai with her satellite collar.  

Dr. Nabila darting Debbie for health check.  

During the health check.  



We wish the best of luck to Damai and  

Debbie as they begin their new lives in the 

wild.   

Upon reaching Tabin Wildlife Reserve, the 

team quickly prepared the transport cages to 

be airlifted by helicopter (model Sabah Air 
Aviation Sdn Bhd (Bell 206) Longranger  

Underslung). Damai and Debbie were then 

airlifted to their new home!  

In the meantime, our release team entered 

the mud volcano of Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
before the bears arrived in order to evaluate 

and identify the suitable release site.  

This is the moment that everyone 

has been waiting for where Damai and  
Debbie arrive at the core area of Tabin 

Widlife Reseved for release.  

 

Ready to depart!! On the 7th March, 2018, at 
3.00 a.m. Damai and Debbie were loaded 

onto the vehicles at BSBCC, ready for the 

long journey. They were very well cared for 

by the release team throughout this process. 
The journey from BSBCC to Tabin Wildlife  

Reserve took about three hours by car.  
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This will be a goodbye to us" - Wong and Damai. 

Damai and Debbie were carried by a helicopter (model 

Sabah Air Aviation Sdn Bhd (Bell 206) Longranger  
Underslung) to the core area of Tabin Wildlife Reserve.  

Debbie and Damai were loaded on the vehicles before 

departing Tabin Wildlife Reserve.  

Arrived at Tabin Wildlife Reserve.  

The team get ready to release the bear back into the 

wild. 



We kept our distance and continued to  

observe them through the tall trees! Damai 

and Debbie were released into their Borneo 

forest and could taste true freedom in their 
new home! We were delighted to see Damai 

and Debbie thriving in our care. They have 

all made long journeys in their lives, and now 

is it the right time for them to return back to 

where they belong. Stay healthy and strong 
Damai and Debbie!! We also will monitor 

their movement via satellite collar to ensure 

they are thriving. 

BSBCC would like to express gratitude for 
the support of all parties, their contributions 

and dedication to assisting with this release 

process and our sun bear conservation  

efforts!  

This is where you can help make a  

difference! Every donation helps orphan sun 
bears like Damai and Debbie here back to 

the their true home - FOREST. You can  

donate to http://www.bsbcc.org.my/

donate.html  

Your donation is much appreciated!   

The team carried them to the release points 
deep in the forest. It was amazing to see 

them getting back their freedom! We started 

by releasing Damai first, and then followed 

by Debbie. As soon as the transportation 
cage door opened, Damai explored the  

nearest tree to begin her life of freedom.   

While Debbie walked straight into the forest 

without becoming agitated.   
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Debbie finally touched the ground at Tabin Wildlife  

Reserved. 

The helicopter carrying the bear to the mud volcano  

locate at Tabin Wildlife reserve in Lahad Datu.  

The team.  

Dr. Wong and team moving the translocation cage into 

the forest to release Debbie and Damai.   



O n January 10th, 2014, a six month old, 

male  sun  bear  cub  (Rescue  No-37), 

named Sunbearo was rescued from both Mini 

Zoo and Hot Springs in Tawau, located in 
South  Eastern  Sabah.  Sunbearo  (Also 

known as Tan Sri, which was the name of his 

previous owner from the Mini Zoo and Hot 

Spring in Tawau) arrived to BSBCC from Lok 

Kawi Zoo on the 10th of March 2014. 

Thin and dehydrated. His life at Tawau Hot 

Spring was spent in a confinement cage. Like  

many other rescued sun bears, his mother 

had been killed and he had been  
taken from the forest. Based on his teeth and 

malnourished appearance, it was likely he 

was being fed with the wrong diet. Upon his  

arrival, he was only weights 11.6kg. 

 

Sunbearo is a special sun bear cub and has 

been adopted and re-named by Neways  

International (Australia) Pty. We would liked 

to give a big thank you for all the support 
received, which enables us to protect  

Sunbearo. Sunbearo has a beautiful tiny 

crescent sun in the shape of a “V” on his 

chest! He seemed very fragile as his  

muscles were not strong due to his tiny size, 
and he was nervous when it came to  

climbing. The bear care team gives him and 

his friends a chance to play in their dens. He 

was given new enrichment toys and a 
healthy diet.  He quickly adapted to his new 

home where he has become more trusting 

and relishes every fresh fruit. HONEY is not 

an exception!!  

Sunbearo was rescued by Sabah Widllife Department 

when he was just a little six months old. He was  

rescued from a pet trade.  
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BEAR STORY 

A MOMENT WITH SUNBEARO 

In the tiny cage where he endured a lifetime of  

mistreatment and wrong diet that cause poor physical 

condition.  

During his arrival, Sunbearo has one of the beautiful 

tiny crescent suns with a “V” shape on his chest!  



Sunbearo was so curious and start sniffing 
around the tall trees. He knew that he  

deserved a better chance to express his  

natural behavior and learn how to become a 

wild bear. He is now outside foraging,  
climbing and enjoying himself. He loves the 

opportunity and uses all his senses to forage 

in the soil!  
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On the 24th of April 2014, Sunbearo and Loki 

were integrated for the first time.  He slowly 

started to build trust  with the bears and  

realized  they  can  be  great  friends!  Loki,  
Bintang, Montom, Susie2, both Damai and 

Kala are Sunbearo‟s bear play friends, they 

love playing together. Slowly, he has started 

to put his past behind, enjoy spending time 

with other bears, to explore and learn how to 
be a wild bear. 

A shining start to another brand new day! On 

the 28th of December 2015, Sunbearo had 

finally overcome his fear and took his first 
step out  to the forest  soil. It  is  a great  

pleasure to have the first glimpse of these 

rescued sun bears stepping out to forest for 

their first time!   

Experience as wild bear where he will making his way to 

the forest!  

The two rescued sun bears were playing together like 

loving siblings.  

Sunbearo developed a very close bond with female bear 

Loki. 

Brave Sunbearo learning to climb tree branches at the 

BSBCC. 



In regards to nest building, we have not seen 

any tree nest building behavior from him. He 

will stay a while in a nest built by Loki or 

Damai.  Sunbearo is doing better and is  
enjoying life in a natural forest.  

It is amazing to see a sun bear that was  

literally suffering from pet trade now looking 

healthy, free from pain and enjoying life as a 

sun bear. Sun bears are threatened in  
Southeast Asia by rapid poaching, illegal  

wildlife trade and habitat destruction. Please 

help us fight to free the bears from their  

major threats. The exploitation of the greed  
towards this little known bear species must 

end.  
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Sun bears are arboreal bears and spend their 

time in trees. Sunbearo and Montom will  

immediately climb up and wrestle on top of 

the trees. His long, sickle curved claws will 
help him in climbing trees and scraping off 

tree barks for termites. He has a strong, 

close bond with Loki. Sunbearo and Loki can 

be found loving hanging out and spending 
time up in the trees, watching everything  

going on around them. After four years of  

undergoing rehabilitation at our centre,  

Sunbearo has grown in size, skill and  

confidence.  If there are special sweet treats 
in the enclosure, Sunbearo usually hoovers 

everything up and licks every last bit of  

honey without wasting it! Around feeding 

time at the bear house, he can often be 
found growling for food. But most of all, he 

just loves foraging for extra protein.  

 

He will be free to forage for food, explore and learn to be 

a wild bear.  
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O n the 23rd to 25th of March 2018, an  

International Orangutan Run was held 

in Sandakan in conjunction with “World  

Wildlife Day, 2018”. The event aims to 
spreads awareness about the plight of 

Orangutans as well as to encourage the  

public to learn about orangutans and  

conservation efforts of wildlife in Sabah. A 

few activities were held during this event and 
BSBCC was grateful to be part of this event. 

The activities including a run, talks, an  

exhibition and performance by local artistes. 

It was a good opportunity to join this event 
as it helps us to spread the word about the 

world‟s smallest bear, the sun bear, to the 

public especially the younger generations.  

 
BSBCC‟s educational booth was set up at the  

Harbour Mall Sandakan for public visits. 

There were also booths from other  

organizations : Sandakan Borneo Bird Club, 
HUTA N-K i na ba t an gan  O ran g- U t an  

Conservation Programme (KOCP), IOI  

Group RSPO, Sepilok Orang-Utan  

Rehabilitation Centre (SOURC), Sabah  

Wildlife Department and Wildlife Rescue Unit 
(WRU).  

Taking picture with Sabah Wildlife Department staff 

(left) with the Sabah Wildlife Department director,  

Augustine Tuuga (middle) in front of the BSBCC’s 
booth. 

Top: Ms. Gloria delivering her presentation on sun bear 

and BSBCC. Middle: Colouring activity at the BSBCC  

educational booth. Bottom: Ms. Yvonne (BSBCC’s  
Centre Coordinator) interacting with the visitors at the 

BSBCC booth.  

BSBCC CORNER  

ORANGUTAN RUN  
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An educational event in conjunction with  

Environmental Day was organized by  

Petrosains and PETRONAS in Sabah State 

Library. Some of the objectives of this event 
are to instill interest and appreciation,  

besides promoting the sense of importance 

of the environmental biodiversity especially 

to the students, teachers, and community. 

This event also serves as a good platform for 
us to stimulate stronger network between 

the community, relevant government  

agencies, and NGOs.    

 

 

Top: Coloring sun bear mask.   

Middle: Completed trioramas. 
Bottom: Students posing with their goodies from  
completing activities   

BSBCC’s educational booth.  

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

PETROSAINS PLAYSMART: ENVIRONMENTAL DAY 2018 

The students visiting BSBCC’s educational booth. 



O n the 7th March 2018, a session with 

kids at Vision School, Sandakan was 

conducted by BSBCC's education team 

where the kids learnt about sun bear  
anatomy.  

OUTREACH PROGRAMME 

VISION SCHOOL 
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They studied special features of sun bears and 

created their own chest mark patterns. The 
kids also get to share with their friends their 

special features if they were a sun bear. It was 

a fun session and the BSBCC team will be  

visiting the school again in April. Looking  
forward to meet these kids again!   

Sharing session “I am Sun Bear”. 

 

The students comparing their height with sun bear’s 

height during the  introduction session about sun bear 

anatomy to the students.  

Creating and describing a sun bear activity. 

The students using their creativity to describe a sun bear. 



March 13th, 2018: Community Policing and 

Wildlife Awareness Programme was  

organized together by several organizations 

such as Malaysian Royal Police, Fire &  
Rescue Department, Sabah Forestry  

Department, Sabah Wildlife Department 

and HUTAN-KOCP. This is a continuous  

programme that aims to create awareness 

about our protected species in Sabah as 
well as to share information about drug 

abuse among the plantation workers. A fire  

extinguisher demonstration was also carried 

out by the Fire & Rescue Department. At 
the end of this programme, there was a  

dialogue session between the panel  

organizations and the workers. Huge thanks 

to the Malbumi plantation administration & 
workers for their supports towards this  

programme.   

OUTREACH PROGRAMME 

COMMUNITY PROGRAME WITH THE MALBUMI PLANTATION WORKERS 
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Top: Mr. Jeremy, BSBCC’s Centre Coordinator presenting 

his talk on sun bear. 

Middle: Mdm. Risnayati showing the bear profile to the 
students.  

Bottom: Group photo with our partners and the  
representative from Malbumi plantation estate.  

Sarah Pye, DCA student from University of the  

Sunshine Coast is helping the team at the BSBCC’s 

booth. 

The children were so happy and showing the BSBCC  

brochure. 



B SBCC's Education Team organized  

Sandakan Wildl i fe Conservation  

Awareness and Education Programme 

(Series 1) 2018 for Sandakan district  
together with our partners from HUTAN - 

Kinabatangan Orang Utan Conservation 

Programme (KOCP), REEF guardian, Wildlife 

Rescue Unit (WRU), Sandakan Borneo Bird 

Club and Sabah Wildlife Department. 
BSBCC‟s education team have visited four 

schools in Sandakan, which were SK Batu 

Putih, SK Sg. Kayu, SK Sri Melanta Jaya 

and SMK Pangiran Galpam.  

Various activities were held during this  

programme including talks, games, video 

show and colouring activity. Each  

participating organization also set up  
an educational booth for the students and 

teachers to visit.  

OUTREACH PROGRAMME 

SANDAKAN DISTRICT  
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Thank you to our partners from  

different organization for joining us in the  

programme and we are looking forward to 

working together again in future  
programmes. Last but not least, huge thanks 

to the teachers and pupils of the schools for 

their support and participation in this  

programme.  

Sun bear introduction using mascot by Mdm.  

Risnayati. 

Table 1: List of schools/organization visited in 

March and April 2018. 

School  No. 

Pax 

Date 

Vision school, Sandakan 

 

35 7th Mar 

SK Batu Putih,  Sandakan  136 4th Apr 

Vision School, Sandakan 35 4th Apr 

SK Sg. Kayu, Sandakan 600  

 

5th Apr 

SK Sri Melanta Jaya,  

Sandakan 

304 10th Apr 

SMK Pangiran Galpam,  

Sandakan 

165 11th Apr 

Ladang Jeroco, Hap Seng 

Plantation, Kinabatangan 

380 16th Apr 

Ladang Sungai Segama,  

Kinabatangan 

181 17th Apr 

Vision School, Sandakan 35 18th Apr 

Ladang Tomanggong,  

Kinabatangan 

306 18th Apr 

 

SK Balat, Kinabatangan 38 23rd Apr 

SK Kuala Suan Lamba,  

Kinabatangan 

170 24th Apr 

SK Karamunting, Sandakan  29th Apr 

The students wearing their masks after finished  

colouring their animal masks.  

Photo session with the teacher and our partners.  



B SBCC continues to receive group visits 

throughout the year. On March 10th, 

2018,  we  have  received  different  group  

visits with a total number of 119 visitors in 
just one day! They are from HUTAN-KOCP,  

University  Kebangsaan  Malaysia,  SMK  

Sandakan  and  volunteers  from  Sepilok 

Orangutan Rehabitation Centre (SOURC). 

 
The first group visit was from HUTAN-KOCP 

which is a family group visit, they were  

given presentation on sun bear, after the 

presentation they were invited to answer 
questions  from  the  Sun  Bear  Explorer 

Book. The children get the answers from 

the signboard and by asking questions from 

the staff. The other groups were given a 
presentation on sun bear before they were 

brought  for  a  tour  to  the  observation  

platform. We are so excited to have group 

visiting, as this will be our golden chance to 
share the knowledge and interesting facts 

of  Sun  Bear  to  everyone.  It  is  a  

heart-warming feeling to see everyone who 

are so willingly to spend their time here 

with us in BSBCC, whom are all eager to 
learn more about the connection between 

the  importance  of  protecting  our  

environment  and  our  rare  species,  sun 

bears.  

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

GROUP VISIT 
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Table 2: List of group that visited to BSBCC in 

March and April 2018. 

School  No. 

Pax 

Date 

University Kebangsaan Malaysia  33 10th Mar  

HUTAN –Kinabatangan Orang-utan 

Conservation Programme  

28 10th Mar 

SMK Sandakan  50 10th Mar 

SMK Pamol, Beluran 35  11th Mar  

Pusat Tuisyen Cerdik Minda  80 17th Mar  

SMK Muhibbah, Sandakan 10 22nd Mar  

NEC World Children Nature Club  12 25th Mar 

University Putra Malaysia  10 1st Apr 

Industrial Training Institute   

Sandakan 

19 

 

3rd Apr 

 

MRSM Tun Mohammad Fuad  

Stephens  

35 7th Apr 

SK Suan Lamba, Kinabatangan  50 15th Apr 

PPKI SK Sepagaya, Lahad Datu 21 18th Apr  

The kids answering the questions from the sun bear  

explorer book. 

The students viewing the bears from the spotting 

scope.  

Dr. Wong answering questions from to the visitors at 

the observation platform. 

Group presentation.  



VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS 

B SBCC currently houses 42  

rescued sun bears in our two 

bear houses and a quarantine  

facility. Each day, the once captive 
sun bears are provided with ample 

food and activities to stimulate 

healthy bear behavior. Volunteers 

and interns help our keepers 

achieve our goals in looking after 
the welfare of these bears and  

helping them in their rehabilitation 

process.  

 
BSBCC Volunteer Programme 

 

BSBCC continues to receive help 

from volunteers across the globe. 
The BSBCC volunteer program,  

conducted in collaboration with APE 

Malaysia, has been act i ve  

throughout March and April 2018. 
Volunteers in this program were  

supervised by BSBCC staff with 

much-appreciated assistance from 

the APE Malaysia team. Besides 

helping the keepers in caring for the 
bears at the Centre, volunteers also 

helped to spread awareness on the 

plights of sun bears through the  

education booth at our visitor  
Centre. 

   

Internship at BSBCC 

 

BSBCC welcomes students from  

local and international institutions 

for their internship at the Centre. 

Interns will have the opportunity to 

learn about the rehabilitation of 
once captive sun bears. Interns will 

also study the importance of bear 

enrichment and of cleanliness of the 

facility. They will also study the  
behavior of this little known species. 

 

BAT’s group  

 

The BATs group programme at 

BSBCC will learn about sun bear 

ecology, helping in basic building 

techniques and develop their  
teamwork and leadership skills in 

the challenging environment. 

If you would like to make a difference and  

enjoy the experience of a lifetime, please join us. 

Learn about our volunteer programme on our  

website www.bsbcc.org.my/volunteer.html or 
email us at info.bsbcc@gmail.com for further  

enquiries. 

 

Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder of BSBCC 

Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com  

 

Name Volunteer       

/Interns  

Country Duration 

Peter Lowe Volunteer  British  6th Mar- 20th 

Mar  

Yu Endo Volunteer  Japan  6th Mar- 3rd 

Apr 

Jonas Bolin  Volunteer  Sweden  6th Mar– 8th 

Apr 

Sofia Lundegarh Volunteer  Sweden  6th Mar- 8th 

Apr  

Somerset  

College (BAT‟s 
Group)  

Volunteer  

(12 Pax) 

Australia 1st Apr– 5th 

Apr  

Jessamine Thong 

Jiah Kher  

Intern  Malaysia  2nd Apr- 

Nabilah  

Hidayah Binti 
Misnen  

Intern  Malaysia  2nd Apr-  

Susan Margaret 

White  

Volunteer  Australia  6th Apr– 17th 

Apr 

Christle Jennifer 

Satrr  

Volunteer  Australia  6th Apr– 17th 

Apr 

Krystal Frences 

Keeley  

Volunteer  Australia  6th Apr– 17th 

Apr 

Table 3: List of volunteers and interns in March and  

April 2018.  
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Group photo with BSBCC’s volunteers. 



VOLUNTEERS STORIES  

BEARING UP IN BSBCC  

I  am Olivia Phoon, a 23-year old from 

Subang Jaya (I can already hear the 

jokes). I am a second year DVM student at 

University of Sydney, Australia. As part of 
my preclinical placement, I spent 2 weeks 

at BSBCC.  

Armed with very little knowledge about 

sun bears, non-profit organizations or the 

local wildlife.  I had 2 weeks to learn as 
much as I could and in return be of some 

help to them. Within that period, I  

discovered the bears‟ histories, diets,  

necessities, behaviours and nuances as 

well as the challenges and threats  
affecting them. I was made aware of the 

rescue, rehabilitation and release  

protocols. As well as the struggles to run 

and maintain an ethical conservation  
centre; and the intervening departments 

involved. On top of that, I was introduced 

to the beautiful local culture, language, 

nature and insects. I was immediately  
attracted to the welcoming and positive 

attitude held by the BSBCC team. Working 

closely with a community who is not only 

passionate about animals, but also  

diligent, inspiring, caring and funny was an 
opportunity I will always be grateful for. 

Fortunately (or unfortunately), I was  

present when a bear escaped.  I witnessed 

the compassion and determination of the 
bear care team in the search and  

recapture of the confused little bear.  

Sun bears are curious, sensitive and very  

intelligent creatures. Their gorgeous,  

golden-yellow chest marks, black coats and 

short stature distinguish them from the other 8 
bears species in the world.  Equipped with a 

brilliant sense of smell, long tongue and sharp 

claws, they can be found ripping up termite 

mounts, tree barks and extracting honey (one 

of their favourite foods), thereby earning them 
the nickname ”honey bear”. Threatened by  

deforestation and poaching, BSBCC was  

founded with a clear set of goal to conserve the 

vulnerable sun bear population. This involves 
rescuing and rehabilitating the bears in the 

hope of releasing them, educating the locals 

and the world through outreach programs and 

social media and continuous research in sun 
bears. As of today there are 44 bears in the 

care of BSBCC.  

During my first week here, I struggled to  

recognize the 40 bears at the bear house and 
remember every bit of information provided. 

Nonetheless, the bear keepers were always 

there to remind me and showed me the bears‟ 

distinguishing features. As the oldest and  

longest-serving bear keeper (and employee), 
my buddy, David was ever ready to share a 

snippet of his wisdom and experience whilst 

protecting us from the thieving macaques  

during the outdoor feeding time. While we do 
differ in interests (avid forestry and army folks, 

he will be your best buddy!), I believe we share 

similar work ethics (sans banana washing) and 

the love for the animals.  His knowledge in  
forestry, experiences in the jungle, the ins and 

outs of the bear house, and admirable work 

ethics should be cherished and applauded.  

Roger and Sumira acted as my alternate  

buddies and I learned so much from them as 
well as from the other bear care staff.  
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While I enjoyed the day to day activities of 
cleaning, preparing food, feeding and 

making enrichments, I will always  

remember the mini road trips to collect 

banana leaves, dry leaves, „ketapang‟  
sapling, the setting of the live trap, jungle 

tracking, watching the bears climb trees 

and eat coconut. Observing the bears  

interact with each other and the  

environment, exploring their enclosures 
and enjoying their enrichments were  

definitely one of the main highlights of this 

placement.  As a highly curious person, I 

am very thankful for everyone‟s openness 
to my plethora of bear and non-bear  

related questions. If I was ever too direct 

or “unbearable”, I hope you will accept my 

sincere apologies.   

I already miss the bears, the camaraderie, the 

shared laughter and teasing, the singing and 

the enriching information shared. Every  

moment is filled with so much positivity that it 
helped me forget the problems I was boggled 

with leaving Sydney. Thank you so much to Dr. 

Wong for the amazing opportunity, Azzry for 

arranging my placement and to the bear care 

team (you know who you are!) for teaching and 
looking after me. Special thanks to Melynda, 

Emma and Sara for working and putting up with 

me. Finally, but most importantly, to my Bjorn 

Hala family (Rebecca, Mizuno, Jeniur, Andy, 
Yen Wah and Panda), thank you so much for 

opening up your home to me and for always 

being so concerned for my well-being. Please 

take care of little Si Panda for me : ) 
 

I hope I will have the privilege to work with all 

of you again one day. Fingers crossed, by then, 

Phin would have passed his fence training and 
be exploring the outdoor enclosure, Ronnie 

(boy) and/or Bermuda will have the chance to 

do the same, Debbie and Damai would be  

successfully released, the trios- Boboi, Kitud 

and Tan Tan would be the next release  
candidates, Amaco and Kudat will be less 

stressed out, and my sweet Si Manis will enjoy 

the rest of her life comfortably with her honey 

porridge and new hammock. Regardless, I 
know the bear care team will do their best to 

nurture and provide the bears with the life they 

so deserve. I hope the BSBCC team realize that 

the Bornean sun bears are very blessed to have 
people like you fight for their place in this 

world. 

 

For everyone else out there, don‟t just be  

bystanders. Ever sat down and wonder what 
you can do to help the sun bears? Email BSBCC 

today and ask to volunteer, donate, adopt or 

just spread the word about the least known 

bear species in the world. Every individual has a 
role to play, so do you. 

 

 

Lots of bear hugs, 
Olivia  
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During enrichment making with the staff and  

volunteer. 

“Panda” the puppy.  



VOLUNTEERS STORIES  

LEARNING OUTSIDE OF CLASSROOMS 

M y name is Timothy Ng and I‟m  

studying to be a Veterinarian at The 

University of Melbourne. My 2 weeks here 

at the Bornean Sun Bear Conservation 
Centre (BSBCC) was filled with  

excitement, as well as countless learning 

opportunities. It is definitely an experience 

for all wildlife enthusiasts.  

By the end of the first day, our brains 

were saturated with information and facts 

about sun bears, thrown at us by the 
friendliest team of people that work at the 

centre. The staff were excellent teachers, 

and there was barely any language  

barriers. Within the next few days, we 
were quickly taught a wide variety of skills 

that allowed us to work like bear keepers: 

food preparation, feeding, cleaning, and 

installing enrichments.   

 

 

However, the learning experience didn‟t simply 

end there. Throughout the programme, we  

ventured out beyond the scope of the bears and 
their enclosures. As many might know, bear 

husbandry does not only include activities that 

directly correlate to the bears. It also requires 

knowledge, for example, on the bear‟s habitat. 
Therefore, we were also able to learn about 

other interesting matters, such as where to find 

termite mounds, other animals that share the 

rainforests with the bears, how the animals  
interact, the plants in our surroundings, and 

how to build enrichments.  

The heat, humidity, and downpours made tasks 

much more challenging. Fortunately, the work 

environment created by passionate staff, and 
the frequent visits from free roaming wildlife 

made our work much more bearable. Although 

its only for 2 weeks, I‟m very grateful to be 

able to take part in BSBCC‟s mission to improve 
the bear‟s welfare and help in the rehabilitation 

process. I highly recommend this programme to 

anyone who is eager to learn, and wouldn‟t 

mind getting a few leeches on them.    
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 A pot of honey  

 

BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME  

W elcome a sun bear into your family, 

class, club or corporation by adopting a 

sun bear or buying a gift of sun bear  

medicine, food, or toys to show you care and 
support the valuable work of BSBCC. 

 

Adopting a bear is a great way to learn about 

sun bears while helping BSBCC meet the costs 

of rehabilitation. Funds raised by the adoption 
program are used to better the lives of all 

bears.  

Gifts With Meaning 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Find out how to adopt a sun bear from our 
website:   

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-a-

bear.html 

 
Share Bear  

Choose one of the sun bears:  

 

List of adopters in March and April 2018:  

 

1. Yang Jian  

2. Mitchell 
3. Deborah Wayne  

4. Hutchinson Caitlin  

5. Lori Bull  

6. Samuel Zavala  

7. Vivian Chok  
8. Teng Wai Liang  

9. Caroline Arcand  

10. Michaela  

Ritzheimer  
11. Audrey Echols 

12. Dawn Khoo 

13. Samuel Zavala  

14. Robert Berry  
15. Kathie Renjus  

16. Matt Spaits  

17. Ruth –Mcdonald  

18. Nicola Campion  
19. Desiree Wennes  

20. Anne Heisinger  

 

An enrichment toy 

 

Food for 1 week 

Medication for 1 year  

21. Kraus Elisabeth  

22. Suzy Watson  

23. Jason Wagoner 

24. Jackson & 
Hunter Jary 

25. Jaki Kerr  

26. Gian Giacomo       

Bianchi Bazzi  

27. Jo Buckingham  
28. James Stubbs  

29. Jette Hansen  

30. Veronica  

      Wamser & Phillip            
Misura  

31. Ciara Baldi  

32. Deborah Coltun  

33. Caroline  
34. Helen Meredith   
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A hammock 

Fulung Kudat 

Kuamut 

Montom 

Boboi Kitud  Mary  

Kala 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt.html
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt.html


BSBCC also featured in the following online news and newspapers:  

 

 

 Two rescued sun bears go back to the wild. Borneo Post Online. 9th March 2018. 
http://www.theborneopost.com/2018/03/09/two-rescued-sun-bears-go-back-to-the-wild/ 

 

 Sun bears Damai and Debbie released back to the wild. The Star Online.8th Mar 

2018. https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2018/03/08/sun-bears-damai-and-

debbie-released-back-to-the-wild/  

 

 Two protected Malayan Sun Bears released into their natural habitat. Yahoo  

Singapore news. 8th March 2018. https://sg.news.yahoo.com/two-protected-malayan-sun

-bears-104646636.html  

 

 马来熊达迈&德比 回归森林前已学会重要技能  (Damai and Debbie the sun bear learned  

important skills before returned to the wild). See Hua Online news. 8th March 2018. 

http://news.seehua.com/?p=346872 

 

 野放踏宾护林区2马来熊回归大自然 (Two sun bears return to Tabin Wildlife Reserve). Sin 

Chiew Daily. 9th March 2018. http://www.sinchew.com.my/node/1734411  
 

 Sun bears released after successful rehabilitation. Society for conservation biology 

Malaysia Chapter. 12th March 2018. https://scbiomsia.wordpress.com/2018/03/12/
sunbears-released-after-successful-rehabilitation/ 

   

 Ten winning stories published into ‘Borneo Tales’ anthology. Borneo Post Online. 

21st March 2019. http://www.theborneopost.com/2018/03/21/ten-winning-stories-

published-into-borneo-tales-anthology/  

 

 Borneo to be wild meet beasts from the South East including elephants, 

Orangutans and Nemo on an intrepid trip to Borneo. The Sun. 14th April 2018. 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/fabulous/6022047/borneo-travel-guide-elephants-orangutans-

adventure/ 
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https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2018/03/08/sun-bears-damai-and-debbie-released-back-to-the-wild/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2018/03/08/sun-bears-damai-and-debbie-released-back-to-the-wild/
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/two-protected-malayan-sun-bears-104646636.html
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/two-protected-malayan-sun-bears-104646636.html
http://news.seehua.com/?p=346872
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/bear-talk-blog/-2
http://www.sinchew.com.my/node/1734411
https://scbiomsia.wordpress.com/2018/03/12/sunbears-released-after-successful-rehabilitation/
https://scbiomsia.wordpress.com/2018/03/12/sunbears-released-after-successful-rehabilitation/


Sun bears Damai and Debbie released back to the wild, The Star Online , 8th March 2018. 

BSBCC IN THE NEWS  
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Two rescued sun bears go back to the wild, Borneo Post Online, 9th March 2018. 

BSBCC IN THE NEWS  
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Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases help us to protect, save and  

enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears.  

Fisherman Hat  

Colour  : Khaki  
Cost     : MYR 31.80  

Save Sun Bear T-shirt 

Colour: Green 
Sizes  : Adult XL, L, M, 

S,     XS    

Kid XL, L, M, S, XS  
Cost: Adult MYR 37.00 

 Polo T-shirt 
Colour : Black, Grey 
Sizes   : Adult XXXL,   

XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS     

Cost     : MYR 55.00 

 Sun Bear Chest-Mark 

           T-shirt 
Colour : Black 

Sizes   : Adult XXL, 

XXXL, XL, L, M,  S, XS 
Cost   : MYR 41.50 

If you are interested in purchasing our merchandises, please click here to fill up our order 

form. 

  

Terms and conditions:  
1. No cancellation upon confirmation of purchase. 

2. Price shown are inclusive of GST 6%. Additional charges for shipping will be incurred. 

Cap  

Colour: Khaki, Black, 
            Grey         

Cost   : MYR 26.50  

  Save Sun Bear T-shirt 

Colour: Black, Green,              
White  

Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, 

S, XS 
 Cost  : MYR 41.50 

Rattan  

Bracelet  
Cost : MYR 19.00  

      Car Sticker  
          Cost : MYR 5.30  
          

Embroidery  

Badge 
Cost : MYR 15.90 

Canvas Bag  

Colour   : Beige  
Cost   : MYR 40.00   

BEAR SHOP 

MERCHANDISES  

 Bear Cartoon  

Magnet card  
Cost : MYR 2.50 

Size : 9cm(H)x5.5cm(L) 

    Debbie Magnet             
Card  

Cost: MYR 2.50 
Size : 9cm(H)x5.5cm(L) 

        Tongue T-shirt 
Colour : Black, Military 
green, brown, blue  

Size (Adult) :XXXL,XXL, 

XL, L, M, S, XS 
Cost : MYR 41.50 

Sizes (Kids) : XS,S,M,L,XL 
Colour : Pink, Blue  

Cost : MYR 37.00  

Hand-made Bear Clay   

Cost :MYR88.00 (medium) 
Size 6.8cm(L)x5.5cm(W)x4cm(H) 

     MYR55.00 (small) 

Size 3.3cm(L)x2.4cm(W)x4cm(H) 

 Colour samples 
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Bear Walking                Coins Bag 
 
Cost : MYR 45.00           Cost : MYR 25.00 

Size:30cm(H)x8cm(L)    Size: 9.5cm(H)x9.5cm(L) 

Bear Standing  
Cost : MYR 40.00 

Size:19cm(H)x8cm(L)   
Bear Sitting  

Cost : MYR 37.10 
Size: 17cm(H)x8cm(L) 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/shop.html


What can you do to help  the  

sun bears? 

 

 Do not support any wildlife trade 

 Contact us if you find any illegal  

activities (poaching, trading, etc) 

 Learn more about sun bears and 

their habitat 

 Follow us on Facebook and help us 

spread the word 

 Donate through our website  

 Adopt a bear through our website, 

or at our Centre 

B SBCC‟s work would never been possible  

without in-kind and financial support from  

various individuals and agencies. We acknowledge 

the continuous support from the following  
contributors:  

 

 Public donation from BSBCC donation box  

 Elina Teplinsky  

 Philip Chu (Malbumi Plantation) 

 Heldah Pilang  

 Andrew Luk  

 NEC World Children Nature Club  

 John A. Donavan  

 Pia Mustonen  

 Nur Effarina Md Sani 

 Susan Waite  

 Bears Matter Ltd 

 

 
 

If you would like to make a direct  

donation to BSBCC, you can do so via one of these 

methods:   
 

 Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre 

Sdn Bhd (BSBCC) - Donate any amount  

directly to BSBCC through our paypal account 

by clicking the donate button on our website: 

www.bsbcc.org.my 
 Wong Siew Te – Send an email to our CEO 

and Founder, Mr. Wong Siew Te, for further  

inquiries on donating directly to us at 
wongsiew@hotmail.com  

 

DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS  
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BORNEAN SUN BEAR  

CONSERVATION CENTRE 

(BSBCC) 

Location address:  

Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan  

Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,  

Malaysia 

Postal address:  

PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan, 

Sabah, Malaysia 

 

Tel:  

+6 089 534 491     

Website: 

www.bsbcc.org.my   

facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/ 

 instagram.com/bsbcc 

E-mail:  

info.bsbcc@gmail.com 

With contributions of information & text from 

Chiew Lin May 

Olivia Carleen Phoon 

Timothy Ng Cheuk Fung 
Risnayati Lammu    

Gloria Ganang 

Melynda Cheok 

 

Proofreading / English editor :  
Lori Bull  

Teresa Fung Wing Ka  

 

Compiled & edited by  
Sharon Joseph  

 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/donate.html

