
  

 The Sun Bear Voice 

B ornean Sun Bear Conservation  

Centre (BSBCC) founded by CEO 

Wong Siew Te has made history by  

successfully holding a soft opening on 16th  

January 2014. The BSBCC is now officially 

open to the public who want to get close 

to the world‟s smallest bear. The  

ceremony was attended by Sabah  

Forestry Department director Datuk Sam 

Mannan, Sabah Wildlife Department  

director Datuk Dr. Laurentius Ambu,  Land 

Empowerment Animals People (LEAP)

executive director and chief executive  

officer Ms. Cynthia Ong.  The ceremony 

ran for 4 hours and each VIP had a 

chance to give some of their thoughts 

through speeches. Datuk Laurentius Ambu 

said the centre will help to raise  

awareness about sun bears among the 

public and also increase enforcement  

efforts  to ban all poaching  activity of  the 
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sun bears as well as the illegal pet and body 

part trade. Meanwhile, Ms. Cynthia Ong on 

her speech described the soft opening as a 

„landmark moment‟ and thanked all the  

people who worked hard for the opening of 

the centre. Datuk Sam Mannan on the other 

hand strongly agreed that the opening of the 

centre is to care for the orphaned and  

confiscated sun bears. Mr. Wong in his speech 

stressed the importance of sun bears and its  

forest habitat. He also mentioned that the 

long term focus of the centre would be  

research and rehabilitation. 

Sun bears are classified as a totally protected 

species under the Sabah Wildlife Conservation 

Enactment 1997, providing it the same status 

as the orang-utan and Sumatran rhinoceros. 

Found throughout mainland Asia, Sumatra in 

Indonesia and Borneo, the exact number of 

sun bears in the wild is still unknown. Habitat 

loss and poaching for its parts for use in  

medicine are among key threats that have led 

to a decline of by at least 30 percent of its 

population in the last three decades.  

Besides that, other threats include illegal  

capture for the pet trade and killed when 

wrongly perceived as pests. 

  

The centre will open daily from 9.00am to 

3.30pm. Entry fees are fixed at RM2 and RM5 

for Malaysian between the ages 12-17 and 

above the age of 17 respectively. The entry 

fees for non-Malaysian are RM15 and RM30 

between the ages 12-17 and above the age of 

17 respectively. Admission is free for all  

 

Mr. Wong Siew Te, Founder and CEO of Bornean Sun 
Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC).  

children  under  the age  of 12 (Malaysian 

and non-Malaysian) and senior citizen above 

the age of 55 (Malaysian only).  

About BSBCC 

 

How was it start?  

 

B ornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre 

(BSBCC) is a non-governmental  

organization was founded by Wong Siew Te 

in 2008 through collaboration with the  

Sabah Wildlife Department, Sabah Forestry 

Department and Land Empowerment  

Animals People (LEAP). As a pioneer in sun 

bear ecology, Wong‟s field studies in the 

Bornean rainforest have brought him to 

some of most challenging and threatened 

habitats on Earth. Seeing many sun bears in 

unhealthy captive situations inspired Wong 

to set up BSBCC. 

 

Unveil BSBCC Logo at BSBCC Garden by Datuk Sam 
Mannan, Datuk Dr. Laurentius Ambu and Ms. Cynthia 
Ong 

Datuk Dr. Laurentius Ambu was assisting by Mr. Wong 
Siew Te to spot a bear that was resting on the top of 
the tree canopy.  
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BSBCC promotes and practices the  

conservation of Bornean Sun Bears (Helarctos 

Malayanus) by incorporating a holistic  

approach to animal welfare, education,  

research and rehabilitation. In 2008, the  

Centre took over the care of 7 rescued sun 

bears at the Sabah Wildlife Department  

facility in Sepilok. The centre has managed to 

improve the living condition of the rescued 

sun bears. Now, they are able to express their 

natural behaviors in the 2.5ha enclosed  

forest. Once they have adapted to the wild, 

they will be released to their natural habitat. 

 

What do we do here?  

 

Conservation 

Bornean sun bears are only found in Borneo 

and are threatened with extinction. It is our  

mission to share the wonders of the sun bears 

with the world so that we can protect them as 

a species. The umbrella of conservation  

covers animals welfare, rehabilitation,  

education and research. 

 

Welfare 

 Rescuing sun bears from terrible captive  

situations 

 Providing proper care for the sun bears 

 

Rehabilitation  

 Encouraging natural bear behavior 

 Reintroducing sun bears to the forest  

environment 

 

Education 

 Educating the public by raising awareness 

about sun bears and their habitat 

 Promoting conservation-oriented  

ecotourism in Sabah 

 

Research  

 Facilitating further research about sun 

bears  

 

 

 

WONG SIEW TE SPEAKING AT 

2014 NEWAYS PACIFIC REAM 

CONVENTION, ADELAIDE,  

AUSTRALIA 

O n February 2014, 

Mr. Wong Siew Te 

was invited to speak at 

the 2014 Neways Pacific 

Ream Convent ion,  

Adelaide, Australia on. 

“It has been an amazing 

experience to speak at 

the 2014 Neways Pacific 

Ream Convention in 

front of 1500 audiences in Adelaide. Thank 

you Neways International for this wonderful 

opportunity for me to share the stories of 

the sun bears and the Bornean Sun Bear 

Conservation Centre. This is surely a double 

WOWs and an eye opening experience for 

me”, said Wong.  

 

Last year, Neways International (Australia) 

has donated $10,000 AUD to BSBCC. At the  

convention, the Managing Director of  

Neways Mr. Andy Kirss announced that  

Neways will continue their support to BSBCC 

by donating $0.50 AUD of the sale of every 

tube of Sunbrero Sunscreen. Thank you  

Neways!  

 

 

 

Mr. Wong Siew Te proudly presented the world smallest 
bear in the world, sun bears to the audiences.  
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List of talks presented by Mr. Wong Siew Te in 

January and February 2014:  

 

 What you need to know about the world‟s 

smallest bear - The Sun Bears. Neways 

International Pacific Ream Convention. 

Adelaide, Australia. 21st February 2014 

 What you need to know about the world‟s 

smallest bear - The Sun Bears. Year 6 and 

7 school children. Prospect School.  

Adelaide, Australia. 24th February 2014  

 Sun Bear - Past, Presence, and Future, 

Monarto Zoo, Australia. 26th February 

2014 

 Sun Bear - Past, Presence, and Future, 

Adelaide Zoo, Australia. 27th February 

2014 

 What you need to know about the world‟s 

smallest bear - The Sun Bears. Year 11 

Biology Students, St. Aloysius College, 

Adelaide, Australia. 28th February 2014 

they have made a difference to the  Bornean 

Sun Bear Conservation Centre”, she said. 

 

Sun bears battle deforestation, exploitation, 

and illegal poaching. These threats have 

caused wild populations to plummet 30  

percent in the past 30 years and earn a 

„vulnerable‟ status on the IUCN Red List of 

Threatened Species.  

 

Students Nerilyn Vetter said she now feels 

more confident with her PR skills after  

having the opportunity to put theory into 

practice with the Borneo Sun Bear adoption 

program. “We helped launch the new  

adoption program at BSBCC and people can 

continue to support the project by going 

online and adopting a bear or buying bear 

gifts like honey for a sun bears, medicine or 

food,” Nerilyn said.  

USC STUDENTS WORK TO SAVE 

BORNEAN SUN BEARS  

F our University of the Sunshine Coast 

(USC) students and their lecturer have 

just returned home from Sabah, Malaysia  

after successfully launching an adoption  

programme of Bornean sun bears at the  

Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre 

(BSBCC) in Sabah, Malaysia on 13th February 

2014. The students launched the BSBCC 

adoption programme as part of their Public 

Relations studies and raised $1200 for the 

project last month before they headed to  

Sabah. University lecturer Sarah Pye said 

hands-on learning is an important part of the 

USC Public Relations degree. 

 

“This project had been a year in the making 

and I could not have been happier with the 

way the students performed, not only have 

the  students gained  valuable  experience but  

  

Students and lecturer from University of the Sunshine 
Coast (USC) wearing the green Save Sun Bears t-shirts.  

A group photo taken with big family of BSBCC at the 
visitor centre.  
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H ave you seen a sun bear building a tree 

nest? Many people do not know about 

sun bear or even seen a sun bear, let alone 

seeing one of them making a nest high on top 

of the trees.  

Sun bears spend most of their lives in trees 

foraging, resting and building nest. Sun bears 

have long, sharp, curved claws and sharp 

teeth which help them in pulling, biting and 

breaking off branches. They bend the 

branches in different ways, depending on how 

they want to use them, and build sitting areas 

that look much like an orang utan‟s nest. Sun 

bears build a safe, comfortable nest out of 

leaves, tree branches and other material that 

they can finds nearby around the trees. Their 

arboreal behavior is actually more common in 

forests where human disturbance is higher 

and large terrestrial predators like tigers, and 

leopards are present. It makes sense for sun 

bears to make such tree nest and sleep on 

high on tree, some as high as 40 meters (128 

feet) because it is much safer and dryer on 

top of tree. The diameter of these tree nest 

ranges from a 1 to 2 meters. Nest protects 

them from predators as well as serves as  

comfortable, safe places to rest and sleep.  

Bongkud, a 3-year-old sub-adult female 

sun bear built a nest high on top of the 

trees on 17th February 2014.  Bongkud  

energetically climbed up high into the 

trees. She spent several days enjoying, 

resting, sleeping, ad playing with the 

branches inside the warm tree nest!  

Bongkud clearly enjoyed her freedom as 

she climbs forages, rests and builds her 

own tree nest. She has been developing 

her skills to be a wild sun bear. For a sun 

bear her age, this is a good sign that she is  

becoming more self-sufficient.  With so 

many forest skills, we hope that Bongkud 

can return to the wild forest where she  

belongs.  

A three year– old sub-adult female sun bear, Bongkud 
was spotted on her nest resting comfortably.   

INFRASTRUCTURE 

 DEVELOPEMENT 

O n April 2013, the construction of Bear 

House No.2 (BH2) was started. The  

objective of this facility is to expand the  

capacity of BSBCC to the rescue sun bears. 

The BH2 was build adjacent to the  

existing Bear House No.1 (BH1). The BH2 

consists of 16 holding areas for the rescued 

sun bears, with improved facilities such as 

better ventilation, plumbing system, and  

bigger holding area. On February 2014, 

BH2 started to operate and 5 bears were 

transferred from BH1 to BH2.  

BEAR STORY  

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A SUN 

BEAR BUILDING A TREE NEST? 

Bongkud stayed on her nest resting and grooming 
since early morning until noon.  
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A total of 6 students and their teacher, Mdm Tara  

Hariharan from D Y Patil International School, India 

arrived at the centre on 8th February 2014. Together 

with APE Malaysia – Animal Projects & Enviromental 

Education Sdn. Bhd., the BSBCC conducted an  

educational activity to raise awareness about the sun 

bears and also about the welfare of animals in  

captivity. The students did a very good job in  

conducting behavioral observations and making  

enrichment for the sun bears.  

School/ Group 

Visit  

No. of pax Date 

D Y Patil  

International 

School, India  

10 students,  

1 teacher 

8th February  2014 

ISS International 

School,  

Singapore 

23 students,  

3 teachers 

18th February 2014 

Rainforest  

Discovery Centre 

Interns  

 

4 students  

 

27th February 2014 

Meanwhile for the visitor centre,  

the whole design  was implanted by 

Arkitrek (arkitek.com), headed by 

Arkitrek founder, Ian Hall with the 

idea of sustainable building, in  

particular tropical passive design 

and the integration of architecture 

with social infrastructure and the 

natural environment. The front 

view of BSBCC visitor centre was 

imitating “The Jigsaw Puzzle On 

The Sky” - Dryobalanops aromatic 

or commonly known as Malay  

Champhor or Kapur. 

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES  

& GROUP VISIT   

During construction: Bear House 2.  

After construction: Bear House 2.  

During construction: Visitor Centre. 

After construction: Visitor Centre. 

Enrichment making activity was conducted by BSBCC staff, Gloria.  

The students were busy picked the ingredients for enrichment.  
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VOLUNTEERS 

On 19
th

 Jan 2014, Tom Shaw finished his volunteering with 

BSBCC. Thank you for your help in our daily operations caring 
for the sun bears at the Centre!  
  

Name Country Duration 

Logan  

Sullivan 

USA 1st – 3rd January 2014 

Heather   

Lorenzen 

USA 1st – 3rd January 2014 

Tom Shaw Australia  6th – 20th January 2014 

Corey 

McCarthy  

USA 12th - 30th January 2014  

Ever wanted to be part of a sun bear conservation 

team while exploring the wonders of the Borneo 

wildlife? Come join us! Volunteers from all over the 

world are welcomed to join the centre‟s  

conservation effort to help rehabilitate these sun 

bears. Through the centre‟s volunteering pro-

gramme, volunteers have the opportunity to work 

with dedicated staffs as well as learning how wild-

life conservation is being carried out on site. Volun-

teers will learn about the importance of creating 

enrichment programs for the sun bears, the impor-

tance of maintaining the cleanliness of the centre, 

observe the sun bears behaviour and diet and so 

much more!  

 

It is great volunteering programme for anyone who 

is interested to know more about animal  

conservation and do something meaningful while 

travelling. It is an experience not to be missed!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the list of volunteers that came to BSBCC in 

January and February 2014:  

 

 

 

 

TAKE A SUN BEAR INTO YOUR 

HEART 

Welcome a sun bear into your family, 

class, club or corporation by adopting a 

bear today. 

 

LASTING GIFTS WITH REAL  

MEANING 

Giving a sun bear medicine, food or 

toys shows you care and help BSBCC 

continue its valuable work. 

 

Share Bear  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopting a bear into your family  

business or classroom is a great way to 

learn about sun bears while helping 

BSBCC meet the costs of rehabilitation. 

Fund raised by the adoption program 

are used to better the lives of all bears. 

Find out on how to adopt a sun bear 

from our website:   

 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-a

-bear.html 

 

Natalie was adopted by Julia 

Scheyrer from February to April  

2014.   

BSBCC ADOPTION  

PROGRAMME  

Tokob was adopted by Danielle 

Rodier from February to March 

2014.   
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS  

The Borneo Post, 14th January 2014 

Utusan Borneo, 14th January 2014 

Utusan Borneo, 17th January 2014 

The Borneo Post, 14th January 2014 



BSBCC also featured in: 

 

 Urwaldvernichtung dedroht seltene Wildtiere Morgenweb (In German - Forest destruction 

threatens rare wildlife Morgenweb. 3rd January 2014. 

 Sun bear sanctuary to save „forgotten species‟. The Guardian. 6th January 2014. 

 Endangered Animals Fight for Their Lives in Borneo‟s Forest. The New Indian Express. 8th 

January 2014. 

 Documentary screening to support Bornean Sun Bears. My Sunshine Coast. 14th January 

2014. 

 Sabah Forestry Department urged collaboration with many others to expend forest  

protection (In Chinese ). Merdeka Daily. 17th January 2014. 

 NGO seeks RM770,000 more for the sun bears. Daily Express. 29th January 2014. 

 USC students head to Borneo to launch Borneo Sun Bear Adoption Program. My Sunshine 

Coast. 3rd February 2014.  

 GREEN: Where bears roam free. New Straits Times. 21st February 2014. 

The Sun Bear Voice     Mac/Apr 2014     vol.1, no.1                                                                                              9 

Merdeka Daily News, 

17th January 2014 

Berita Harian Merdeka,  

17th January 2014 



BSBCC is grateful for all the support we have  

received since our establishment. Here we would 

like to extend our gratitude to all those who have 

given their support in these two months:  

 

 GEF - Small Grant Programme 

 Sabah Hotel Donation Box 

 Malaysian Tourist Guide Council 

 APE Malaysia 

 Paul and Yen Yee 

 Gary and Khaeril Zach  

 

If you would like to make a direct donation to 

BSBCC, there are currently two ways to donate  

directly to BSBCC, as follows: 

 

 LEAP - You can donate via a partner  

organization of BSBCC, LEAP, a non-for-profit  

organization who aim to build conservation  

partnerships and projects in Sabah, Borneo,  

Malaysia.  

 Wong Siew Te  - You can email the Founder and 

Chief Executive of the BSBCC, Wong Siew Te, 

for further information about donations at  

wongsiew@hotmail.com 

 

Fundraising Events 

 

Fundraising events, selling services and products 

are a great way to raise awareness and generate 

funds for the BSBCC. We will support your ideas in 

any way we can so please get in touch and let us 

know what you‟re doing and how we can help. For 

inspiration, here are a few fundraising activities 

that have been supported BSBCC so far: 

 

 Dress down day - Students or colleagues can 

pay a small amount for the privilege to dress 

down for school or work. 

 Walking, running and sports tournaments -

Organize a sports event, charging a small entry 

fee, or get sponsorship to enter an establish-

ment event. 

 Live music  - If you know musicians or a local 

band, ask them to put on a shoe for BSBCC.  

Advertise the show in your community, charge 

an entry or set up a donation jar.  

What can you do to help the sun 

bears? 

 

 Do not support any wildlife trade 

 Contact us if you find any illegal  

activities (poaching, trading, etc) 

 Learn more about sun bears and 

their habitat 

 Become our Facebook follower and 

help us spread the word 

 Donate through our website or  

Facebook cause 

 Adopt a bear through our website, 

or at our Centre 

 Enroll in our volunteer programme 

 

 

BORNEAN SUN BEAR  

CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC) 

Location address:  

Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan  

Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,  

Malaysia 

 

Postal address:  

PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan, 

Sabah, Malaysia 

 

Tel:  

+6 089 534 491     

Website: 

www.bsbcc.org.my  

 

E-mail:  

info.bsbcc@gmail.com 

DONORS AND 

 CONTRIBUTORS 
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