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FOREWORD 
 
By: 
Stephen Casterton 
International Baccalaureate Curriculum Manager 
Environmental Systems and Societies & Biology 
The Hague, Netherlands 
 
 
As future stewards of our planet, the youth of 
today are becoming increasingly empowered in 
promoting awareness and inspiring action. The 
book is a heart-warming tale written and illustrated 
by highly motivated children. They remind us of the 
fragility of what we have and how important it is to 
care, protect and support our amazing planet and 
all its inhabitants. 
 
This is an enjoyable story of how a young Ah-Ted 
saw the world around him and made taking care of 
one small corner, the sun bears, his focus in life. It’s 
a reminder that no matter how big and 
overwhelming the issues of today may feel, we can 
all make a difference, just ask those sun bears. 
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"Do what you do best 
to help the sun bears!" 
            Dr. Wong Siew Te 
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Animal Lover 

 
When Ah-Ted* was 6 or 7 years old, he 
used to rescue animals. His mum 
taught him how to take care of injured 
birds. He had house sparrows and 
mynahs .  
 
*Dr. Wong’s childhood name 
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One day, his dad brought home a dove 
   that had fallen out of its nest. 

Ah-Ted checked if it had broken 
something. He fed the dove  and gave 
it clean water . 
 
Ah-Ted made sure he kept injured 
animals in captivity until they healed 
or were ready to fly. Then, he set them 
free! 
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Ah-Ted’s Koi Fish 
 
Do you know what is the most 
important thing needed in an 
aquarium for fish to survive?  
 
An air pump for the fish tank so that 
they can breathe! 
 
When Ah-Ted was 10 years old, he built 
his own fish tank using wooden planks 
and plastic sheet lining.  
 
He had lots  and lots of beautiful koi 
fish . Every day, he would spend 
hours ⌚ looking  at his koi. He would 
admire their scales, especially, when 
they sparkled in the sun. He would 
look closely at their orange and white 
skin and would imagine he were in 
heaven, swimming with them. 
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One morning, when Ah-Ted woke up 
and walked into his balcony, he saw 
something terrible , horrifying and 
very disappointing . 
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Ah-Ted saw that almost all his fish had 
died. It all happened because of rats. 
While he was fast asleep  at night, 
some rats  crawled  in and bit the 
part of the air hose outside the 
aquarium. No air could pump into the 
water and almost all the fish died.  
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Ah-Ted burst into tears . He cried 
and yelled out, “Why did this have to 
happen to my fish? Why mine? What 
did I do to deserve this?”  
 
He had loved his koi fish dearly. 
 
Many moons later, when Ah-Ted’s 
mum passed away, he fell into a deep 
sadness. It seemed as if someone had 
clicked a rewind button  in his 
memory and he was 10 years old 
again, standing in front of his dead koi. 
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This picture was taken in 1993 at a photo studio in Ah-Ted’s home 
town Bukit Mertajam, in Penang, Malaysia during Chinese New 
Year.  
 
Ah-Ted’s mother is seated in the front row, fourth from right, 
wearing a yellow printed sarong.  
 
Ah-Ted (who would grow up and become well known as Dr. Wong) 
is standing in the back row, first person on the right. 
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Animal Expert 
 

 
 
 

When Ah-Ted was in  high school, he 
read books about taking care of birds 

 and fish-keeping. He read and 
learned a lot about fish. He used all the 
techniques from the books he read, to 
gain skills needed for taking care of 
fish  and breeding them. Once he 
started to breed them, he soon had a 
little business  of selling baby goldfish. 
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Along with learning how to breed fish, 
he also learned a lot about birds, 
especially lovebirds.  
 
When Ah-Ted was a kid, he was called 
an “Animal expert !” The amazing thing 
is, that name still sticks. 
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Ah-Ted’s Binoculars 
 

Have you ever wanted something so 
badly, you would do anything to get 
it? Ah-Ted’s efforts to get something 
he wanted were extraordinary.  
 
Ah-Ted enjoyed watching birds . 
Their co lors , fluffy feathers, and 
mesmerising movements attracted 
him. He listened to their unique calls 
and wanted to see them up close. How 

could he  zoo oooom  in? What would he 
need?  
 
He thought a pair of binoculars would 
help.  
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When Ah-Ted turned 17, he urged 
himself to earn some money. With this 
money, he would be able to fulfill his 
wish. He started a job at a silk t-shirt 

 printing company and with his 
salary of 300 Ringgits, he bought his 
first pair of binoculars. With them, he 
was amazed to see stunning, winged 
beauties up close, as they flew across.  

11 

aneeshtrivedi1@gmail.com



Love for Pets 
 

 
 

Ah-Ted loved his pets and he would go 
to any lengths to care for them. His 
pets were like his family!  
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Scorpions, turtles , dogs,  fish, cats, 
sparrows, doves and mynahs were 
some of his rescued animals at home. 
He even had a civet cat!*  
 
Ah-Ted did not have time to play with 
his friends after school  as he knew 
that all his pets were waiting for his 
care. Amongst all others, what he 
enjoyed watching most were the 
scorpions! He was amazed how 
scorpions used their pincers to eat 
cockroaches! 
 
Ah-Ted was disciplined  and committed, 
he resisted all urge to spend time with 
his friends. That's how much he loved 
❤  his pets.  
 
* Ah-Ted didn’t know at that time that wildlife should never be kept as pets. 
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The chelae (singular: chela) are pincers or claws. 
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My Fish Family 
 

 
When Ah-Ted was young, he loved 
catching fish . He would catch big 
catfish, colo u rful guppies and 
loooooooooooonnnnggg snakeheads! 
There was a shallow, wild and sandy 
creek in his orchard. He would jump 
into it, swim with the fish and catch 
them for his tanks. 
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At that time, Ah-Ted did not know 
much about how to care for these fish 

. With time, he gained knowledge 
about different species. He learned 
more and more, day by day. His 
innocent, naive personality and 
hunger to learn, strengthened his 
utmost passion for animals and 
nature .  
 
He enjoyed being one with nature  
so much that he keeps multiple fish 
tanks even today. Watching these fish 
gives him happiness.  
 
 
 
 
  
 

16 

aneeshtrivedi1@gmail.com



First Meeting…..but not the Last 
 

Before Ah-Ted went to the United 
States for higher education, he 
studied Veterinary Science and Animal 
Husbandry in Taiwan from 1989 to 
1992.  
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After that, he worked with his teacher, 
Professor Pei, who taught him at 
university.  
 
Professor Pei had set up a rescue 
centre from scratch because back 
then, most people in Taiwan had little 
awareness about wildlife. People kept 
sun bears, orangutans  and 

gibbons as pets!  
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Ah-Ted was a research assistant  
and an animal keeper at Professor 
Pei’s Rescue   Center. He worked 
with abandoned and abused animals. 
That was the first time Ah-Ted worked 
with the majestic sun bears.  
 
Little did he know that one day….. he 
would become a….. ‘sun bear 
whisperer’! 
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Studying Sun Bears 

 

Did you know that sun bears are the 
least known and least studied type of 
bears in the world? 
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In 1994, Dr. Wong was studying in the 
United States. He was in his first year 
of bachelor’s degree majoring in 
Wildlife Biology.  
 
One day, a bear biologist and 
professor at his university called  
Dr. Christopher Servheen came to 
speak   to his class. He spoke about 
sun bears which are found across 
Southeast Asia including Malaysia. 
Their habitat is the tropical forest in 
this region.  
 
He was looking for a Malaysian 
student to do some research on sun 
bears.  
 

22 

aneeshtrivedi1@gmail.com



 
 

Dr. Wong was B URSTING with 
excitement because he was from 
Malaysia, he loved animals and he was 
interested in sun bears! 
 
Soon after, he became Dr. Servheen’s 
research assistant and also the first 
graduate student to study sun bears. 

23 

aneeshtrivedi1@gmail.com



 
At that time, no one had worked on 
sun bears. So Dr. Wong had to stay 
committed  and be creative with 
tracking sun bears and finding a 
method to study them in the forest. 
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From Ah-Ted to Dr. Wong 
 
In the words of Dr. Wong: 
 
People call me ‘Papa bear’ because I have been studying sun 
bears since 1998 and raising rescued sun bear cubs for more than 
a decade at the Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC).  I 
founded BSBCC in 2008 to conserve sun bears through holistic 
approaches and to ensure their survival from human 
disturbances.  
 

 
 
I strongly believe childhood plays an important role in shaping a 
person's interest, perception, and character. ‘Ah-Ted’ was my 
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childhood name given to me by my parents and siblings. ‘Siew Ted’ 
or ‘Ah-Ted’ are the Hakka dialect pronunciations of my given name  
‘Siew Te’. Now, people know me as Dr. Wong! 
 
As a kid in the 70’s, I did not have any 3C products (computer, 
communication and consumer electronics), nor did I have any 
access to National Geographic or Discovery Channel on TV, 
because none of these existed during that time. Instead, my 
childhood pastime included spending time with various kinds of 
animals and pets. I raised them, took care of them and observed 
them up close, much like how people watch animal documentaries 
on National Geographic and Discovery Channel on TV these days. 
From my encounters with animals, I started appreciating their 
beauty and the environment they live in. I was amazed by their 
behavior, their growth process and everything they did to 
survive.  
 
Compassion, empathy, loving and caring for all creatures grew 
inside my heart to a point where I wanted to study Biology, 
Veterinary Sciences, and Wildlife Biology courses in college. I later 
conducted field studies on wildlife in the temperate forest of North 
America, subtropical montane forest in Taiwan and the tropical 
rainforest of Borneo. The more I learned about wildlife, the more I 
worried about it and the more I wanted to give it a brighter future. 
I eventually became a wildlife biologist, a forest ecologist and a 
conservationist whose mission is to speak out for wildlife and fight 
for its survival.  
 
Today, many wildlife species are being threatened by various 
human activities across the world. Wildlife is endangered, its future 
is uncertain. Unfortunately, some wildlife species have even 
become extinct.  
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I am extremely grateful to Aneesh, Rishav, and Nadezhda for 
taking the initiative to write my stories in a book despite their 
young age. They have put in a lot of effort and time on this project.  
 
I hope the stories in this book can inspire more children across the 
world and they follow in my footsteps to help animals, and to 
conserve wildlife in the world! Their existence is equally important 
as yours and mine. 
 
Remember, if I can do it, so can you!  
 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
 

 
  
Dr (Hon) Wong Siew Te, D.J.N.  
C.E.O. and Founder,  
Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre 
www.bsbcc.org.my 
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Little One 
 

 

Looking after animals in captivity is not 
an easy task. Not only do you have to 
feed them, but you also need to take 
measurements  to record their 
growth, watch videos  to 
understand their behaviour and test 
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samples to make sure that they are 
healthy. 
 

 
One day Dr. Wong visited  Dr. Gabriella 
Fredriksson and met with a bear cub 
called Little One. This tiny cub was very 
special. It was the first cub that  
Dr. Wong ever held.  
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The moment he carried Little One, she 
started sucking his finger, using it like 
a pacifier! Dr. Wong immediately fell in 
love ♥  with this cub.
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One of the regular routines of Little 
One was to explore the forest , so 
that she could be released someday. 
 
 It would allow her to interact with 
other bears  in the wild. 
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Two months later, on the eve of 
Christmas  in December 2000,  
Dr. Wong received a shocking piece of 
news from Dr. Fredriksson. A male sun 
bear had attacked Little One while she 
was exploring the open forest. Shortly 
after, Little One passed away. Dr. 
Wong was absolutely heart-broken 

! 
 
Dr. Wong decided to design the logo 
for the Bornean Sun Bear 
Conservation Centre (BSBCC) with the 
picture of Little One to remember her 
always. 
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Fulung’s Scar 
 

There was once a time in 2011 when  
Dr. Wong had rescued    a sun 
bear. His name was Fulung. Sadly, this 
sun bear had a tragic background. A 
poacher had killed his mother.  
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The mother was slaughtered 

and sold. Fulung grew up with this 

poacher for about 5 months.  
 
“I do not think Fulung knows he is a 
bear”, said Dr.Wong when he rescued 
Fulung. He said so because ever since 
Fulung first opened his eyes, he only 
saw humans around him. Humans 
were imprinted on Fulung’s memory.  
 
Dr. Wong bonded with him in a few 
days because of Fulung’s affinity for 
humans. However, during this time  
Dr. Wong realized that whenever 
people were not around, Fulung would 
cry .  
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Sadly, this was because Fulung 
thought he was a human  being , as 
he had been raised by one.  
 
One day, after a walk in the forest with 
Dr.Wong, Fulung returned to the 
Bornean Sun Bear Conservation 
Centre  with a big scratch across 
his belly. The vet came and treated it.  
 
Unfortunately, the same thing 

happened again and again .  
 
Dr. Wong realized a sad truth. Fulung 
wanted to gain human attention and 
as such kept hurting himself.  
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Dr. Wong then made a heartbreaking 
 decision, Fulung would stay at the 

shelter until he died of old age.  
 
Dr. Wong was convinced that if Fulung 
was released, he would look for 
humans and risk his survival once 
again.  
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Home Sweet Home 

 
Natalie was the first sun bear that was 
released from the centre into the wild 
in 2015. 
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She was very active and she liked 
climbing trees . Imagine playing 
hide-and-seek with Natalie. You would 
have to look  high in the treetops! 
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Natalie liked to eat marshmallows and 
honey . 
 
When she was four and a half years 
old, she escaped from the centre! Can 
you guess how?  
 
She climbed a tree and moved to 
another tree outside the fence just like 
a monkey!  
 
She stayed in the wild for 37 days 
before she was attracted back to the 
centre. Dr. Wong and his team saw  it 
as a sign that she was ready to ‘lift off’ 
and return back into the wild! 
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Natalie was brought to the centre as a 
four-month-old cub just before 
Christmas. That's why she was called 
Natalie. She was released into the wild 
on Dr. Wong’s birthday! It was the 
BB PE ! (B est B irthday Present Ever!) 
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                  Sun  bear facts 
 

● Sun bears have a 25cm tongue 
● They are the smallest bear species 
● Some hornbills’ nesting holes are 

made by sun bears 
● Sun bears can swim  
● At birth, sun bear cubs are blind 
● Sun bears take their name from the 

bib-shaped golden or white patch 
on their chest, which, legend says, 
represents the rising sun 

● No two sun bears have the same 
marking on their chests 

● The scientific name of sun bear is 
Helarctos malayanus 

● Sun bears can sit and stand like 
humans 

a
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About the authors and 
the illustrators: 
 
Hi, my name is Aneesh and I am almost 12 years old. I 
live in Singapore. I enjoy soccer, design technology, 
music, and drama. I really like to paint and sketch 
because it acts as a stress reliever. At the same time, it 
helps me develop focus. In January this year, I 
organized an art event to showcase my paintings. All 
money raised from the art event was then donated to 
the Logic Centre and Community Welfare Association 
(LCCWA), a school for underprivileged kids in Mumbai, 
India. In May 2020, I was an Illustrator for a book called 
‘Am I Finally Free?’ We asked people to read this book 
and donate the money to LCCWA and WWF. With  
Dr. Wong’s book, we hope to teach children that wildlife 
should be left alone and not kept as pets.  

 
Hi, my name is Nadezhda Mastoridis.  I am seven and a 
half years old and I live in London. I love cats and I love 
reading. I’m learning the piano and I also enjoy having 
long bike rides. 
 
I really hope that people will take care of the sun bears 
and learn how to help them so they don’t become 
extinct. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My name is Rishav Gupta and I am 11 and a half years 
old. I live in London. I enjoy writing, drawing, drumming, 
playing the guitar, soccer and gaming. ‘Dreamagination’ 
is my first published book and with its proceeds I have 
been able to do community service. Then I collaborated 
globally to create a digital book ‘Am I Finally Free?’ 
proceeds of which went to WWF and LCCWA. I was happy 
to help save animals. I am now hoping to raise 
awareness and protect the sun bears on our planet by 
sharing Dr. Wong’s life moments. He has inspired me 
and I hope his stories will inspire you as well.  
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Hi, my name is Sangeeta Deshpande and I live in 
Singapore. I am a storyteller, soft skills trainer and 
writer. It is my passion to work with people of all ages 
on creative projects that make this world a better 
place. Working with children has always given me 
fresh perspectives of looking at the same old world 
with new eyes. It has been a pleasure working with 
the young and thoughtful Aneesh, Nadezhda and 
Rishav on the inspirational life and work of Dr. Wong. 
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