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Happy New Year everyone!
It has been almost eight years now since
Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre was set
up in April of 2008, and two years after we were
opened to the public. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank you for your help and
support over the past eight years. Without your
help, we would not be here; without your support
we would not be achieving what we have
achieved today! Thank you.
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As we bid farewell to 2015, I would like
to stress that 2015 was a year of
achievements for BSBCC.
Besides
completing the construction of our
second bear enclosure, we have fulfilled
the fourth objective of BSBCC, that
is, rehabilitation of captive sun bears
into the wild. On May 16th 2015, Natalie
was released into the rainforest of Tabin
Wildlife Reserve. As we enter the new
year of 2016, BSBCC is working
concurrently on the four objectives that
we identified eight years ago. These four
objectives are:

Improve animal welfare of captive sun
be ars,
e du cat i on ,
re se arch
an d
rehabilitation. This means that in this new
year, we will have more assignments than
before, as well as facing more challenges
than before!
However, thanks to all of you and your
support, we will adopt a positive mind set
to conduct the new assignments and accept
the
c h al l e n g e s
as
they
c om e
during this new year. A few important
projects that are lined up for this year are:
1. The completion of the aerial walkway
and the second observation platform
which is kindly funded by the Sime
Darby Foundation.
2. The release of Lawa into the wild. Lawa
will be our second female adult sun
bear that is rehabilitated at the Centre
and is now ready to live in the wild.
3. The research project on the ecology of
wild sun bears in Tabin Wildlife
Reserve and Bengkoka Peninsula, north
of Pitas in Sabah, to understand how
sun bears adapt themselves in a human
altered landscape. Both of these
projects are conducted in partnership
with Sunway University.
4. Continue our conservation education
projects both at the Centre and at
education outreach programmes.
5. Construction of our new gateway to
make our entrance more obvious to
visitors at Sepilok and free up more
room at our visitor centre for more
education activities.
All these projects, and others that are not
listed here, require tremendous help and
financial support to make them possible.
We are optimistic and will work hard to
raise sufficient funds to make these
projects possible, just like how we did over
the past seven years.
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Currently BSBCC is home to 38 rescued sun
bears. I am not happy to see all of them end
up at BSBCC, as I know the sad stories
behind all of them. However, I am glad that
we can take good care of them as their
welfare and lives are much better here than
in the hands of their previous owners.
The responsibility of taking care of this
growing number of sun bears (with more
animals expected to be rescued by Sabah
Wildlife Department and sent to BSBCC) is
huge and challenging. Most people might not
know we need approximately RM15,000 to
take good care of a rescued sun bear for a
year. Yes, that amount will total up to
RM570,000 (approx. US$142,000) a year for
38 sun bears! Now you see why your help
and support are so important to us, because
without your helping hands, we might not
achieve the goals and purposes of BSBCC.
Raising sufficient funds to take good care of
the sun bears is a huge challenge. The
physical work on the ground to take good
care of them at our Centre is an even bigger
challenge! Fortunately, we have dedicated
staff and help from hardworking volunteers,
we have the confidence to do a good job.
After all, we are caring for sun bears for the
past seven years!
An important factor that contributes to our
success to conserve sun bears at BSBCC is
due to the “positive feedback loop” effect:
When we do good work to help the bears,
more people will help and support us. When
we receive more support, we can do even
better work to help the sun bears! Based on
this principle, our visitor numbers increased
from about 50,000 in 2014 to 53,000 in
2015. I hope the visitor numbers in 2016 will
be more than 55,000. Thanks to the
encouraging number of visitors, we managed
to generate sufficient funding to run BSBCC
in 2014, 2015 and hoping for the same, if
not better, in 2016. By this new year, the
importance of tourism contributing to the
Sabah‟s economy becomes clearer.
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According to the Minister of Tourism,
Cultural, and Environment of Sabah, the
revenue generated from tourism is
becoming more and more important. In
2014, revenue generated from tourism
has exceeded the revenue generated from
the timber industry. In 2015, the revenue
generated
from
tourism
in
Sabah
totalled
RM6.4 billion! At BSBCC, we
would like to promote “Conservation
Ecotourism”, where the products of
conservation promote ecotourism. In
return, ecotourism pay for conservation
and even better, everything else! We hope
through this mechanism, the government
and decision makers in this country value
forest and wildlife as important natural
resources that improve people‟s livelihood
and the country‟s economy. If we were to
enjoy the benefits from these natural
resources, we have to protect, conserve
and manage them well in sustainable
ways.
BSBCC has the ambition to be a role
model for wildlife conservation in this
country. We have come a long way to
achieve what we have today because of
your help and support. As the founder and
the CEO of BSBCC, I hope my job inspires
even more people to contribute their
efforts to conserve sun bears and other
wildlife and wildlife habitat in this country.
With the Centre operating in its eighth
year on this new year, our work to
conserve the sun bears is just beginning.
We have many plans, a lot of work, and
many challenges ahead of us. Thank you
for being with us over the years. We need
your continuous help and support to make
BSBCC live up to its purpose.
Again, I wish you all a Happy New Year!
May all beings be happy, joyful, well, be
safe & at peace!
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BEAR STORIES
GETTING THE LIFE THEY
DESERVE

A

t the Bornean Sun Bear Conservation
Centre (BSBCC), sun bears which have
been rescued from captivity get a chance to
live in their natural habitat and learn to be
wild. Instead of cramped cages, home for
these bears is now a rainforest full of trees for
them to scale and build nests, logs to dig into
and bushes to frolic in. Once the bears have
picked up survival skills, they will be released
into the wild.
In December 2015, it was a very special
month because the guillotine doors of the
bear house were opened the group of Loki,
Ronnie 2 and Susie 2, and the males: Montom
and Sunbearo to out to the natural forest
enclosure in Pen D. The bear care team
carefully observed the bears near the
guillotine door but after a few minutes,
Ronnie 2 finally went out and started
foraging for food. Sunbearo then followed her
and went even further. As he was
walking along the enclosure fence, he
accidentally zapped on the hot wire.
Sunbearo immediately pulled back and went
deep in the forest to find a hiding place.
In the meantime, Montom and Susie 2 was
found sniffing on the ground in search of
worms, beetles, and termites. Loki, appears
contented leaning back against a shady tree,
holding onto her hind paws. Occasionally she
swats the flies buzzing around her face.
Damai, being the early permanent resident in
Pen D, is up to her usual antics. Strong
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Top: Loki (left) and Sunbearo (right) resting on a big log in front of the observation platform. Bottom left: Montom
taking an afternoon nap. Bottom right: Ronnie 2 searching for yummy insects by scratching on the tree bark.

and agile she takes no time in clambering up
a high tree once she goes out from the indoor
bear house every morning. Then, she will
spend her time up there just for resting,
relaxing and sunbathing. Sun bears climb
trees to get honey in the bee hives. They use
their claws to create a cavity in the tree
trunk. These cavities, once abandoned are
very useful to hornbills and squirrels that use
them to create nests. Seeing a bear climbing
and resting between tree branches is always
spectacular and amusing even for the BSBCC
staff. You are one of the lucky ones if you get
to see this, as this particular experience
would be rare especially in the wild. Sun
bears might just move away when sensing
human presence.
in addition, the bear care team had made
several enrichment to encourage the healthy
bear behavior and keep the bear busy. They
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made some food enrichment for them and
hanged them on trees to encourage these
young bears to climb. It was a huge success
because Loki finally climbed a tree for the
first time in her life to get the fruits that was
stacked inside the bamboo. Then the next
day, Sunbearo and Ronnie 2 also made their
way to the tree for the way to the tree for
the first time in the enclosure.
Thankfully, these young bears are growing
stronger and progressing well. Their
natural ability gives hope to our team that in
the future they will learn all the skills they
need to return to their natural habitat. From
being rescued, quarantined for a month,
forming relationship with each other to
stepping out into the forest enclosure has
given Montom, Sunbearo, Susie 2, Ronnie 2
and
Loki
a
new
journey
in
life.
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

A

t BSBCC we welcome group
visits to our Centre to encourage
more people to learn about sun
bears. We believe environmental
education awareness is crucial to
preserve sun bears as a species and
their habitat for generations to come.
A total of 637 people from different
schools and organizations visited our
Centre from November to December
2015.
On the 5th November 2015, a group
of kindergarten kids from Tadika Kg.
Tinosa 2 came to our Centre together
with their parents and teachers. The
students and teachers then visited
the observation platform to see the
sun bears roaming in the forest
enclosure. During the next day,
BSBCC was visited by students and
teachers
from
Hong Kong
International School. After a slide

show presentation and sun bears, they were taken
for a tour around our visiting area by tour by our
Environmental Education Officer, Miss Risnayati.
Our CEO and Founder, Mr. Wong was also present
for a Q & A session with the students.
Table 1: List of school that visited BSBCC in
November and December 2015.
School
Tadika Kg. Muanod, Beluran
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Tadika Tinosa, Sandakan

5th Nov 2015

Hong
Kong
International
School
SK Kem Lok Kawi

6th Nov 2015

Tadika Sg.Nangka, Beluran

7th Nov 2015

Tadika Kemas Rancangan
Suan Lamba, Kinabatangan
Kebajikan Yayasan 1 Suria,
Tuaran
SMK Sandakan, Sandakan
United World College,
Singapore

11th Nov 2015

nd

Date
Nov 2015

7th Nov 2015

13th Nov 2015
15th Nov 2015
14th & 15th Nov
2015

“Sunny the sun bear” together with students and teachers from Sg. Nangka Kindergarten, Beluran.
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VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS

B

BSBCC now houses more than
30 rescued sun bears in our
two bear houses and a quarantine
facility. Each sun bear needs to be
equipped with food and activities
that can stimulate them for the
whole day. Volunteers help our
keepers to look after these bears
and keep them healthy and happy.
Volunteers and interns will also
learn about the importance of
creating enrichment programs and
maintaining the cleanliness of the
facility. They will also have the
chance to observe the sun bears‟
behaviour in their natural habitat
and so much more!

O

n the 16th of November, BSBCC welcomed four
students from the Faculty of Arts and Business,
University of Sunshine Coast (USC), Australia to help
us
with
re-designing
our
main
website,
planning and designing new signboards, as well as
fixing our brochures and booklets. With limited time
to spend with our team, these students managed to
complete their tasks came out with great ideas for
our upcoming merchandises. We would like to take
this opportunity in thanking the USC students for
their commitment in helping us with the designing
work.
Table 2: List of volunteers that came to BSBCC in
November and December 2015.

As a conservation organization,
BSBCC relies on its volunteers to
keep spreading awareness on the
plights of sun bears apart from
helping us to care for the rescued
bears. Our volunteers and interns
mean the world to us, and we highly
appreciate each and every person
who contributes their time to help
the bears. If you would like to make
a di ff e re nce an d h ave th e
experience of a lifetime, please join
us. For more information, please
e-mail:

Name

Country

Duration
th

Nov – 5th Dec

Donovan
Currie
James
Woods
Kym
Franklin
Haijing Li

United
States
United
Kingdom
Australia
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Australia

16th Nov – 20th Nov

Stacey
Goebel
Jana
Stadelmann
Myles Paul
Storey
Amin Firasy
b. Samsudin

Australia

16th Nov – 20th Nov

Australia

16th Nov – 20th Nov

Malaysia

30th Nov – 20th Dec

Malaysia

2nd Dec – 20th Dec

6th Nov – 5th Dec
16th Nov – 20th Nov

Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder
of BSBCC
Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com

Second and third from left: Myles and Amin
holding a hammock they made for the bears.
The Sun Bear Voice

Jan/Feb 2016

vol.3, no.1

Group photo with USC students, second from left: Stacey, Haijing,
Kym, Mr. Wong Siew Te and Jana.
6

VOLUNTEERS STORIES
21 DAYS TO REMEMBER
Text & Photos by Myles Storey

Ready to feed the bears in the outside enclosure

Although I was born and raised in Sabah, I
was never really exposed to our beautiful
rainforests. While working with BSBCC,
every day, I worked in our rainforests and
that was truly enchanting. On top of that, I
was lucky enough to see many of the
rainforest‟s
wild
inhabitants.
Some
mornings you could see hornbills soaring
the sky and some evenings you could see
flying foxes flying around the trees. I saw
semi-wild
Orang
Utans,
Pit
Vipers,
Squirrels, birds, long-tailed and pig-tailed
macaques, and a lot of different kinds of
insects. With a passion for wildlife
photography, I was in heaven. One day,
while searching for damaged termite nests,
we stopped by at a small waterfall in the
middle of the jungle. It was a fun and
memorable moment that I got to
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experience with some of the keepers.
Another aspect of working with BSBCC
that I am truly grateful for is the people I
got to really meet. I had the chance to
work
with
some
very
passionate,
knowledgeable and committed people. All
the bear keepers are friendly and fun to be
around, but when it comes to work, they
can be very serious and hard working.
One time, a tree branch fell and broke the
fence of an enclosure with seven bears.
When we found out, every single keeper
and maintenance worker stopped what
they were doing and rushed to the scene. I
witnessed a great team working together
to solve a major problem. They eventually
managed to lure the bears back to the
bear house and the issue was resolved the
next day. I even got to find out about
some of the keepers backgrounds and
stories of how they started working with
the organization. I gained information that
I can hopefully use when trying to get into
conservation. I have to admit, cleaning the
cages was a bit icky sometimes. However,
I really enjoyed caring for the bears and
making their lives more comfortable. When
not cleaning cages, we were preparing
fruits and vegetables. In the afternoon, we
would make „toys‟ for the bears for an
activity called enrichment. The aim of the
activity is to give the bears something to
do and to occupy their time. We made
bamboo feeders, PVC pipe feeders,
hammocks, and used food balls. What is
even more exciting, you get to see your
creation being appreciated by the bears. It
is also interesting to see the different
attitudes and behaviors of each bear.
Although 3 weeks is really not enough
time to form any bonds with the bears, I
was able to understand some of their
characters and form some attachments to
certain bears. On my last day, I was lucky
enough to witness, Gutuk (one of the
oldest bears), step out of his cage for the
first time since they got him 3 years ago.
It was a great achievement for him, and I
could see the delight on everyone‟s face.
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BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME

W

elcome a sun bear into your family,
class, club or corporation by
Adopting a sun bear or gift a sun bear
medicine, food, or toys to show you care
and support the valuable work of BSBCC.

Share Bear
Choose one of the sun bears:

Adopting a bear is a great way to learn
about sun bears while helping BSBCC meet
the costs of rehabilitation. Funds raised by
the adoption program are used to better the
lives of all bears.

Damai

Fulung

Kuamut

Kudat

Cerah

Rungus

Gifts With Meaning

A pot of honey

A hammock

Adopters will receive:

An enrichment toy

Food for 1 week




A sun bear soft toy
An adoption certificate




A photograph of your adopted bear
An email newsletter every four months
with an update on your bear

My Bear

Medication for 1 year
Find out on how to adopt a sun bear from
our website:
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-abear.html
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Other sun bears are available for exclusive
adoption:


As listed in the Share Bear programme



You or your organization will be publicly
thanked on the BSBCC webpage and
Facebook sites with links to you or your
organization‟s pages.
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BEAR SHOP
MERCHANDISES
Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases help us to protect, save and
enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears.

Colour
Cost

Fisherman Hat
: Khaki
: MYR 31.80

Colour
Cost

Cap
: Khaki, Black
: MYR 31.80

Sun Bear Chest-Mark
T-shirt
Colour : Black
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 47.70

Black Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 42.40

Pink Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Kid XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: Adult MYR 42.40
Kid MYR 26.50

Apple Green Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Kid XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: Adult MYR 42.40
Kid MYR 26.50

Colour
Cost

Soft toy
: Black
: MYR 37.10

White Save Sun Bear
T-shirt
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 42.40

Grey Polo T-shirt
: Adult XXXL, XXL, XL,
L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 63.60
Sizes

If you are interested in purchasing our merchandises, please click here to fill up our order
form.
Terms and conditions:
1. No cancellation upon confirmation of purchase.
2. Price shown are inclusive of GST 6%. Additional charges for shipping will be incurred.
The Sun Bear Voice
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DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS

B

SBCC‟s efforts would never have been possible
without in-kind and financial support from
various individuals and agencies. We acknowledge
the continuous support from the following
contributors:




Public donation from BSBCC donation box
Donations from our Paypal account
Leo Philip Biddle




APE Malaysia
United World Challenge



North Borneo Safari




Craig Cleeland
Scubazoo Images Sdn.Bhd




Mindarie Senior College
Annabel Gee








If
you
would
like
to
make
a
direct
donation to BSBCC, you can do so via one of these
methods:


What can you do to help the
sun bears?

Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
Sdn Bhd (BSBCC) - Donate any amount
directly to BSBCC through our paypal account
by clicking the donate button on our website:
www.bsbcc.org.my
Wong Siew Te – Send an email to our CEO
and Founder, Mr. Wong Siew Te, for
further inquiries on donating directly to us
at wongsiew@hotmail.com





Do not support any wildlife trade
Contact us if you find any illegal
activities (poaching, trading, etc)
Learn more about sun bears and
their habitat
Follow us on Facebook and help us
spread the word
Donate through our website
Adopt a bear through our website,
or at our Centre
Volunteer!

BORNEAN SUN BEAR
CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC)
Location address:
Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan
Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,
Malaysia
Postal address:
PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan,
Sabah, Malaysia
Tel:
+6 089 534 491
Website:
www.bsbcc.org.my
E-mail:
info.bsbcc@gmail.com

Every cents means a lot to the bears.
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