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IMPORTANT EVENT
THREE NEWLY RESCUED SUN
BEARS SETTLING IN AT BSBCC

month so that the wildlife veterinarians can
conduct an extensive health check to make sure
these bears are in good health.

T

he Bornean Sun Bear Conservation
Centre (BSBCC) received three newly
rescued sun bears named Ronnie 2, Susie
2 and Chin in July 2014. These rescued
sun bears came to our Centre from Lok
Kawi Wildlife Park in Kota Kinabalu,
Sabah.
BSBCC staff prepared a quarantine area
for the bears equipped with a den with
enrichments like wooden logs, climbing
structures, a hammock and green leaves.
Upon arrival at the Centre, our staff
unloaded the cages and secured it safely
to the gate of the den. When Mr. Wong
Siew Te, Founder and CEO of BSBCC
opened the doors to the quarantine dens,
the bears were hesitant to go inside. All
three of them were slightly stressed at the
beginning, but slowly the bears entered
their new home and began exploring the
den. All newly rescued sun bears must
undergo a quarantine period for one

BSBCC team transferring the newly arrived sun bear out of
the Sabah Wildlife Department vehicle.
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Here is the lowdown on our three new
recruits:
Ronnie 2
She is a five-month old
female cub and was sent
to BSBCC on July 15th.
Ronnie’s history is still
unknown but we believe
that her mother was
killed by poachers, where
they took her in and kept as a pet. She is
gentle and quick to adapt to her new
surroundings. When Ronnie arrived at our
Centre, she weighed only 7.9kg and took the
spot as the youngest bear at the Centre. Now
she weighs 10.8kg. She is learning all the
skills pertinent surviving in the wild. Ronnie
seems to enjoy this learning process very
much and she loves to explore the
surrounding
environment.
Besides
that,
Ronnie likes to dig and tear apart dead wood
around her. If we give her ginger leaves or
small branches, she would spend an entire
day biting, twisting or tearing apart her ’toys’.
We made a new sleeping platform especially
for Ronnie so that she can take a rest and
sleep on it.
Susie 2
Susie is a three-year old
sub-adult female. She
has a large and broad
chest
mark
with
a
’meteor’ in the middle of
her chest. She came to
BSBCC on July 15th. She
was kept illegally as a pet by an individual
who bought her for RM200 from Pensiangan
village in Keningau district while she was a
cub. Later on, the owner’s son surrendered
Susie to the Sabah Wildlife Department in
June 2014. Susie now weighs 23kg. Susie can
be short-tempered, rather sensitive, and quite
aware when strangers are around. When food
is present, especially her favourite fruits, she
devours them like nobody’s business.
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Chin
Chin is an adult female
who
arrived
at
our
Centre on July 22nd. She
was named after the
primary school in Tawau
where she was rescued
from. She was kept
illegally in the primary school’s mini zoo for
a very long time and was displayed in a
small metal cage. Upon arrival, we
discovered that Chin was missing one of her
left hind claw which is equivalent to the
human ring finger on our left hand. Chin
may look like a big and grumpy bear but
she is very gentle and friendly. We believed
that Chin was never given any enrichments
when she was kept at the mini zoo, which
explains her curious behaviour towards
enrichment materials that given to her by
the bear care staff. Chin loves to tear things
into pieces, such as dead logs and coconuts,
and is a big fan of ginger leaves. She also
loves playing in water and enjoys splashing
water on her chest from the water basin.
We are happy to inform everyone that these
three newly rescued sun bears are doing
well at BSBCC. The bears are slowly putting
their past behind them and are learning to
live like wild sun bears again. For the next
step in their rehabilitation process, we will
be integrating them with other bears, then
slowly introducing them to the natural forest
enclosure. The bears are in good hands of
our caring staff and are being nurtured back
to health. Throughout the day we do our
best
to
provide
different
types
of
enrichment for the bears, and give them the
chance to freely explore, play and forage.
These activities stimulate their natural
behaviour and at the same time help to
prepare them for a life back in the wild.
Currently, BSBCC is taking care of 35
rescued sun bears, and we love our job!
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BEAR STORY
REST IN PEACE, KOKO

W

e are sad to announce that Koko, the
3½-year–old sub-adult female sun
bear who lived at BSBCC for three years
passed away on August 17th. A post-mortem
was carried out by the Sabah Wildlife Rescue
Unit Veterinarian, Dr. Pakeeyaraj Nagalingam
on August 18th. He found that Koko suffered
from a serious lung infection. In addition, the
post-mortem result later revealed that a
durian seed was also obstructing her
esophagus. We concluded that Koko’s death
was due to respiratory failure caused by a
chronic lung infection and the presence of a
durian seed worsened her condition.
Koko was captured by a poacher in
Keningau and kept as a pet while he was

Koko enjoying life at BSBCC: 20
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looking for a potential buyer. She was then
surrendered to Sabah Wildlife Department
and sent to BSBCC on February 20th, 2012.
Koko was such an energetic and playful
bear! She had a beautiful diamond shaped
chest mark. During her early years at
BSBCC, she was grouped with Mary, Debbie,
Ah Bui, Bongkud, Fulung and Damai. She
can usually be seen playing and fighting
with her bear friends, tearing up tree bark
in search of termites, climbing trees and
enjoying her life like a wild sun bear.
May Koko rest in peace. Her spirit always be
with us. A big thank you for the struggle
that everyone put in to save Koko. We
thank everyone for the ongoing support and
hope all of you will keep a part of Koko in
your hearts. Even though Koko had left a
big impact on us, we would still continue our
best efforts in taking care of the rest of the
bears in BSBCC.

February 2012—17

th

August 2014.
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BSBCC CORNER
BSBCC TOWARDS A LEARNING
CENTRE

O

ne of the aims of BSBCC is to serve as
an education platform to educate the
public about the existance of our Malayan sun
bears, their importance in our planet and the
ever need to protect and conserve them.
Interpretative signboards installed at our
Centre plays an important part in our
educational programme.
It was in 2012 when we first started
developing our signboards. The BSBCC team
started making plans and developing ideas as
soon as the access boardwalk and observation
platform was completed. Ayesha Keshani was
one of the volunteers who played an
important part in the design works. She made
a layout of the signboard and determine the
sizes during her volunteering session. Later
on, Jonathon Dolan from Arkitrek came to
BSBCC and helped in putting up the structure
of the signboard. In the mean time, Jocelyn
Stokes, a photographer and student at the
Oregan States University offered to help out
with the project. Chiew Lin May, one of the
BSBCC’s Centre Coordinators also worked
together with Jocelyn compiling a collection of
amazing photos for the boards.

introduced us to Kevin Todd, a senior
lecturer in Arts and Design from USC. Kevin
used content and photos we provided to
design a set of attractive signboards
together with his students. We would like to
take this opportunity in thanking the USC
for their commitment in helping us to
complete the signboards and shipping them
here.
We would also like to thank the GEF-Small
Grants Programme (SGP) for providing the
funding to build these signboards. Our
gratitude goes to Tee Thye Lim, BSBCC’s
Centre Coordinator and his friends Tok Ern
Lai, Laurent Pong Chun Chih, Lai Yin Yee,
Susan Sam and our friends Lin Jing Fen
from
the Asiatic Black Bear Researcher,
Taiwan Pin Tung Rescue Centre who was a
great help in providing the Chinese
translations, as well as Miss Betty Susanti, a
local teacher who worked hard on the Malay
translations.
Having
three
language
translations ensures that our work will reach
a wider audience.

Later in 2013, Dr. Sheala Peake from
University
of
Sunshine
Coast
(USC)

Signboards inform visitors on the appropriate behaviour
one should have on the observation platform.

Brief description about BSBCC
English, Malay and Chinese.

There are also signboards placed at our observation
platform.
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

W

e cherish any opportunity to involve school
groups and organizations in our educational
outreach programme. On August 11th, we received a
wonderful visit by a group from the Third Country
Training Programme 2014 doing their Integrated
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management Training
Course in Sabah. Mr. Wong Siew Te led them for a
tour around BSBCC.

In addition, HUTAN-Kinabatangan
OrangUtan
Conservation
Programme (KOCP) invited BSBCC
to join their educational outreach
programme in Lahad Datu, Sabah.
On August 21st , BSBCC team set
up a booth at each school in the
programme to share our bear
stories with the students. At the
same time, we also had the chance
to share our knowledge and
experience of working with sun
bears with them.
Table 2: List of schools that
participated in BSBCC outreach
programme in July and August
2014.
School

Group photo with Third Country Training Programme (Sabah TCTP)
2014.

Table 1: List of groups that visited BSBCC in July and
August 2014.

SMK Sepagaya,
Lahad Datu
SK. Bukit Balacon,
Lahad Datu
SMK Segama,
Lahad Datu
SM St. Dominic,
Lahad Datu
SMK Agaseh,
Lahad Datu

Date
th

19
August
2014
21st August
2014
22nd August
2014
27th August
2014
28th August
2014

Group Visit
School / Group

No. of pax

Date

Chinese University
of Hong Kong,
China
Tadika Ming
Chung, Sandakan
Rainforest
Discovery
Centre, Sandakan
(Practical
Students)
University Malaysia
Sabah
(UMS Delegates)
Third Country
Training
Programme
(Sabah TCTP 2014)

11 students

2nd July 2014

102 students,
4 teachers
8 students

18th July 2014

29 students,
1 lecturer

10th August
2014

20 members

11th August
2014

60 students

30th August
2014

SM St. Michael,
Sandakan
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Nicholas explaining each bear’s personal
history to the students.

Reckly telling students about 8 living species
of bears.
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VOLUNTEERS
Bear Action Teams (BATs) Volunteer Groups
A total of 5 groups of Bear Action Teams (BATs)
came to BSBCC starting on July 15th to August 10th.
They helped us to construct a perimeter boardwalk
for the proposed second forest enclosure. Building
work was supervised by architect intern, Jonathan
Dolan from Arkitrek.

BSBCC ADOPTION
PROGRAMME
Share Bear

Bermuda was adopted by Alex
Camp for 2 months from July 2014.

BATS group 1: 15

th

July 2014—19

th

July 2014

Koko was adopted by:

BATs group 3: 24

th

July 2014—29

th

July 2014

1. Joseph Gillson for 2 months
from July 2014.
2. Clarence Voon for 1 month
from August 2014.
Adopting a bear is a great way to learn
about sun bears while helping BSBCC
meet the costs of rehabilitation. Funds
raised by the adoption program are
used to better the lives of all bears.
Find out how you can adopt a sun bear
from our website:
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-a
-bear.html

The volunteers working hard to build the boardwalk access.
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS

BSBCC also featured in:


The world’s first Malayan sun bear conservation centre (In Chinese) 全球首座马来熊保育中
心. New Life Post. 9th July 2014.



BBC World News—The travel show at Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre. Aired
worldwide on BBC World News on 19th-20th July 2014.
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DONORS AND
CONTRIBUTORS
We extend a heartfelt thank you to all those who
have given their support in these two months:













Alexander Lamb
Sabah Hotel donation box
Asian Food Channel
Outlook Expeditions
Cinzia Monsini
Richard Underwood
Richard Sewell
Nicole Jasinowicz
Kadri Brugel
Wie Kien Foo
Simone Einstoss Granado
The Poetic Eye

What can you do to help sun
bears?





If you would like to make a direct donation to
BSBCC, you can do so via one of these two
methods:




LEAP - You can donate via our partner
organization LEAP, a non-for-profit organization
who aim to build conservation partnerships and
projects in Sabah, Borneo, Malaysia.
Wong Siew Te - You can email the Founder and
Chief Executive Officer of the BSBCC, Wong
Siew Te, for further information about
donations at wongsiew@hotmail.com

Souvenir from SMK Muhibbah, Sandakan
The Chinese Language Society of SMK Muhibbah
made a souvenir for BSBCC. They visited us in May
2014 and back on July 12th this year with an
informative book which describes sun bears and
the work we do at BSBCC. Miss Liew, the society’s
adviser and teacher together with the president
and vice president of the society club came to
present the souvenir to us.





Do not support any wildlife trade
Contact us if you find any illegal
activities (poaching, trading, etc)
Learn more about sun bears and
their habitat
Follow us on Facebook and help us
spread the word
Donate through our website
Adopt a bear through our website,
or at our Centre
Come volunteer with us!

BORNEAN SUN BEAR
CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC)
Location address:
Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan
Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,
Malaysia
Postal address:
PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan,
Sabah, Malaysia
Tel:
+6 089 534 491
Website:
www.bsbcc.org.my
E-mail:
info.bsbcc@gmail.com
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