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around the Sepilok jungle to familiarize her with
IMPORTANT EVENT the surroundings. To everyoneds
started making a nest in a tree without a
DAMAI : REACHING A NEW mother showing her how. When she was about
PHASE one-year -old, it becomes too dangerous for a
human to walk with her in the jungle because of

the growing sharp claws and teeth, so she
moved to the indoor bear house.

Time To Meet The Other Bears

Now, Damai has reached the age where she is

no longer vulnerable, so it was time to start

the integration process with six other bears of

her age, the sub -adult females: Mary, Debbie,
Koko, Ah Bui, and Bongkud, and the sub -
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adult male: Fulung. They share four adjacent
indoor cages, connected by sliding doors.

Since it might be too overwhelming for Damai
to meet all six sun bears at the same time, all
of them were introduced one at a time. Over
the first five days, Damai is slowly integrated
with the other bears in the group until after
about eight days, the whole group could be
with Damai at the same time. Except for Mary
and Ah Bui, all of them were curious, they
started sniffing at Damai, wanting to play with
her. However, only Fulung got to play wit her.
In the following days, it became clear that
Damai is a female sun bear that likes solitary.
Since there was no signs of aggression
between the bears, the integration session is
a success.

Fulung (left) loves to play with Damai (right).

Next Step: Getting Ready To Leave Bear
House

Before any sun bear can leave the indoor bear
house to the outdoor forest enclosure, an
important training is required: fence training.
Each forest enclosure is surrounded by
electrical wires to make sure no bears can
climb out of their enclosures to a different
enclosure or the outside enclosure.

In the bear house, there is a large training
pen surrounded by electrical wires in the
inside. We used honey, porridge and fruit to
encourage Damai to come near the hot wire
fence. We reduced the voltage of the fence at
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the beginning. On the first day, Damai
accidently touched the hot wire while
licking the honey. The intense pain and
loud spark caused by hot wire scared her
so much that she immediately ran back to
her own cage! The next day the same thing
happened. We notice that Damai only had
the courage to walk into the training pen
but not coming near the food or electric
fence. It took a whole week and four more
6zappingsd before Damai
how to avoid being electrocuted while
getting her food and to walk confidently in
the training pen.

In The Forest Enclosure!

Currently, Damai shares her enclosure with
other sun bears: Mary, Debbie, Koko, Ah
Bui, Bongkud and Fulung. We observe that
once Damai first went into the enclosure,
she tries to avoid the other bear friends.
Damai ran, stood on her hind legs and kept
growling. We figure this might be due to
fearfulness and insecurity of being in a new
environment. The other bears were curious
and puzzled. They seemed to be
wo n der iWhgt happened to Damai? 0. Al
of them, especially Koko, tried to approach
and sniff her. It took some time for Damai

to feel more relaxed and begin to explore
her surroundings.

Meeting her new playmates in the forest enclosure.

During feeding time, our staffs scatter
fruits and vegetables into the forest
enclosure but Damai would usually be the
last in line, while the other bears help



themselves to the fruits first. Nevertheless,
Damai is an excellent forager in the wild.
Despite her small size, she would still search
for insects and fruits in the forest enclosure.

After spending hours in the forest observing
Damai 6s behaviour, we
months Damai will adapt to life in the forest
enclosure and with the other new bears. We
are certain that one day Damai will live freely

and happily as a wild sun bear in the forest.

Damai has the distinctive

This project aims to raise awareness among
the public about the richness of local aquatic
flora and fauna of our freshwater streams,
and to  highlight the importance of
protecting intact forest ecosystems. The
rainforest not only provides us with clean

h o g breathable air, but also clean water that
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BSBCC CORNER

THE EDUCATIONAL NATURE
AQUARIUM PROJECT (ENAP)

I f you come for a visit to BSBCC, you would
not miss a large and beautiful aguarium
located beside our ticketing counter. It is the
Educational Nature Aquarium Project (ENAP)
which  showcases the freshwater river
ecosystem that is commonly found in the
rainforest of Borneo. This aquarium is special
in that it contains only native flora and fauna
(for example, native fish, shrimps, and other
invertebrates) collected locally. Drift wood,
rocks and lush green native aquatic plants
create habitat for this aquatic animals.
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humans, plants, and animals can depend
upon.

This nature aquarium was created and
maintained by Mr. Wong Siew Te, Founder
and CEO of BSBCC and staff of BSBCC. We
are grateful to Chang Huaiyan from Salad
Dressing, Dr. Robert Ong, Dr. Arthur Chung,
Goh Yok Leng, lan Hall, Irene Chong, and
Kang Ming Trading Sdn. Bhd. for their
support in making this project possible.

Find out more about our Educational Nature
Aquarium Project (ENAP) from our youtube
website:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=NscbUfoURHw&Ilist=UUENhPKRUbE4
- XsT4y8323Fg

The Educational Nature Aquarium Project (ENAP).

Native fishes swimming in crystal clear freshwater.



