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IMPORTANT EVENT
LAWA IS FINALLY HOME: SECOND
REHABILITATED SUN BEAR
RETURNS TO THE WILD

D

uring the first year of BSBCC‘s
operation, Lawa, a one year old
female sun bear was among the first bears to
arrive at the Centre. Lawa came from Lok
Kawi Wildlife Park, Kota Kinabalu in May
2008. She was named Lawa which means
‗beautiful‘ in Malay, most likely because of
her beautiful face.
Sun bear cubs usually stay with their
mothers until they are two to three years old.
However, Lawa had been separated from her
mother since she was a cub. It was
suspected that her mother was killed by
poachers and that she was captured to be
kept or sold as a pet. She had no chance to
grow up like any other wild sun bear, missing
out on learning important survival skills from
her mother.
Growing up at BSBCC has helped Lawa to
develop ample skills of a wild sun bear. She is
smart, agile and independent. She has spent
most of her days exploring the forest

enclosure at the Centre. Whilst in the tree
canopies, Lawa would build her own shelter
or tree nests made of climbing plants and
tree branches. Nest building is one of the
important but uncommon survival skills
developed by the sun bears under
rehabilitation at the Centre. Lawa is among
the few bears that are experts at building
nests.
After spending six years of rehabilitation at
BSBCC, there is now a happy ending for
Lawa. Her excellent skills in the forest
impressed the BSBCC team and led her to
be the second rehabilitated bear released
into the wild. The first bear was Natalie, a
five year old female was released into the
wild in May 2015.
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Top left: Sabah Wildlife Department veterinarian, Dr Rosa Sipangkui preparing her equipments before conducting
Lawa’s health check. Top right: Enter the forest enclosure to locate Lawa. Bottom left: Lawa under sedation being
carried out from the forest enclosure. Bottom right: The team performing a health check on Lawa and geared her
up with satellite collar.

Release candidates are picked based on
their survival skills such as; independence
in foraging, climbing and nest building.
Most importantly, the bears must be able
to avoid strangers, as this lowers their risk
of being killed by poachers.
Before the big day
On the 24th July 2016, the BSBCC team
prepared for the final stage of Lawa‘s
release. The first thing the bear team had
to do was to find Lawa in the forest
enclosure.
Dr.
Rosa
Sipangkui,
a
veterinarian from the Sabah Wildlife
Department was present during the
operation. Lawa was located by the team
in the forest soon after they went in and
was immediately sedated to undergo a full
medical examination ensuring she was in
good health before her release.
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A satellite collar was also attached on Lawa to
enable further monitoring by the BSBCC team
while she explores her new home in Tabin
Wildlife Reserve. Wong, BSBCC‘s Founder and
CEO made sure Lawa‘s satellite collar was
functioning well and fitted comfortably on her.
After the health check was completed, Lawa
was moved into her translocation cage. The
team stayed up throughout the night to monitor
her before departing for her release site the
next morning.
Being the largest wildlife reserve in the state of
Sabah, Tabin Wildlife Reserve encompasses of
120 hectares of pristine rainforest, home to
many endemic wildlife species. We are glad
that Lawa finally gets the chance to live as a
wild sun bear in the majestic forest of
Tabin Wildlife Reserve.
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Lawa being carried towards the translocation cage after
her health check.

A significant event
On the 25th July 2016, before sunrise, the bear
release team prepared themselves and
departed from the Centre to the Tabin Wildlife
Reserve. A helicopter was rented from the
Sabah Air Aviation Sdn Bhd to translocate
Lawa from the Tabin base camp to the core
area of the reserve. The operation was split
into two teams. The first team entered the
release site to evaluate and identify a suitable
release point. The second team assisted in
attaching Lawa‘s translocation cage to the
helicopter‘s underslung load. After, they were
then transported to the release site.

Lawa being loaded on the vehicle before departing to Tabin
Wildlife Reserve.

The Sun Bear Voice

Sept/Oct 2016

vol.3, no.5

Lawa, sniffing the unfamiliar air of Tabin Wildlife
Reserve as the team arrived the area.

Both teams gathered at the core area of
Tabin Wildlife Reserve after the arrival of
the second team at 10.35 am. Lawa‘s
arrival was greeted by the sounds of the
calling resident birds. Lawa would have to
get used to the sights and sounds of Tabin,
which we are sure she could quickly adapt
to.

As soon as the helicopter landed, Lawa was
immediately carried towards the release
point.

The weather cleared as it felt the joy of welcoming
Lawa to her true home in the Tabin forest.
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The team carrying Lawa in the translocation cage into the
release point.

Lawa immediately ran away from her translocation
cage into the forest.

Lawa looked relaxed and ready for her new
her walk
away
from
the
adventure- She would soon be free and ready watching
transportation cage. At a blink of an eye,
to live a new life as a wild sun bear.
she disappeared into the majestic forest.
Enjoy your freedom Lawa, and may you
have a long life there in the wild! Our bear
care team will carefully monitor her
progress through her satellite collar.
We would like to take this opportunity to
express our huge appreciation to the most
amazing partners, the Sabah Wildlife
Department, Sabah Forestry Department,
Dr. Rosa Sipangkui, the rangers of the Tabin
Wildlife Reserve, the BSBCC team and our
volunteers for their collaboration and
support towards this release operation. The
years of hard work rehabilitating Lawa have
now payed off as she can roam free in the
wild, back where she belongs.
Special thanks to Mr. Brad Josephs, our
volunteer and friend, who initiated the
fundraising for Lawa‘s release which has
significantly contributed to the success of
the operations. We also would like to thank
Kynite Filming crews who, who filmed us
throughout the operation.
Wong feeding Lawa with honey water at the release point.

The team got themselves prepared into
position before the translocation cage door was
opened. As soon as the door was opened, Lawa
immediately ran out of the cage, quickly
disappearing into the forest. We can only hope
the best for her now! She would be starting to
explore, forage and adjust to her new life in a
new home.
It was an emotional moment for all of us The team !
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BEAR STORY
A BIG DAY FOR DODOP
The keepers introduced Dodop to a larger den
after her last quarantine day. The moment
she entered the den, she gave a loud bark
and then quickly ran back in. She looked
around and climbed everywhere but still
would find her surrogate mother to suckle for
comfort. It took some days for Dodop to get
use to the new den. During the day, Dodop
started to spend her time in the bigger den
playing around and climbing the structures.
The keepers hid food around the area so
Dodop could practice her foraging skills. At
this age, Dodop would have still be learning
survival skills from her mother. It was
unfortunate that she had to miss this
important part of her life where she would
have gained valuable skills.

Dodop resting in her hammock.

Dodop was rescued from Singgaron village,
Ranau district in Sabah and was kept as a
pet in a small cage. She arrived at BSBCC on
the 2nd June, 2016. Dr. Rosa Sipangkui, a
veterinarian
from
the
Sabah
Wildlife
Department paired with the BSBCC team to
perform a general health check at the Lok
Kawi Wildlife Park before the cub was
transferred to the Centre. Dodop was
sedated to conduct a full assessment of her
health condition. It was crucial for us to
immediately assess her correct diet and
possible medical treatment. During her
health check, the team discovered that all
her canines were missing. The blood test
results have shown that she was generally
healthy and Today, weighs about 20kg,
gaining a lot or weight in just one month!
Dodop finished her quarantine period a
month later. She has been settling in well
and has grown into a beautiful young bear.
However, at certain times she can be fussy
and often seeks comfort from her human
family. This is one of the problems with bear
cubs that have been kept in captivity with
close human contact for a long period of
time.
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In replacement, the BSBCC provided the best
care for Dodop to live like a wild sun bear. We
are always anxious to see how she will
develop her bear skills but hope Dodop can
become wilder– a key aspect that we are
always looking for in rehabilitation. In the
upcoming weeks, Dodop will be introduced to
another sun bear approximately her age and

Dodop is enjoying the watermelon.

taken out for daily walks to the surrounding
forest. Dodop‘s new journey starts here. This
is where she will learn and develop survival
skills for her to be fit for the wild.
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BEAR STORY
A FUTURE TRIO ( SIMONE, ALONG AND KUDAT )

S

imone, Along and Kudat, the new trio at
the Centre shared similar backgrounds
before arriving at BSBCC and were all rescued
by the Sabah Wildlife department. Kudat, an 8year-old male arrived at the Centre in 2011
were he was displayed as a panda bear in a
private mini zoo in the northern part of Sabah.
The newly arrived Simone and Along, were displayed in the Tawau Hot Springs, to entertain
guests visiting the area. Along is a 6-year-old
male and Simone is an 8-year-old female bear.

would pace back and forth instead of
playing with Simone. Their interactions
started
to
become
more
aggressive
throughout their integration. The keepers
then
decided
to
slow
down
the
frequency of integration between Along and
Simone. Simone and Kudat were up next for
integration. The first time Kudat met
Simone, he started to sniff her. Realizing
that Simone was a female, Kudat showed
more interest in playing with her. Their first
interaction was positive where both bears
played together (even though Kudat was

Personalities
These
three
bears
all
have
different
personalities.
Along
is
energetic
and
hyperactive whereas Simone is calm. Kudat
can sometimes be aggressive towards other
bears, reflected through a previous encounter
when integrated with a female bear, Panda.
However, despite his aggression, Kudat can
also be playful. These three bears were kept
beside in neighboring cages at first. This was
the first step of integration to get the bears
familiar with each other‘s presence. Body
contact integration could only start when there
is no sign of aggression between the

The reaction of Kudat and Simone when meeting each
other for the first time.

Along (right) and Simone (left) during their integration
session.

neighboring bears.
The integration
Along and Simone were first to be integrated.
Along seemed to show excitement when
Simone entered his cage. At certain times he
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quite rough at the beginning). After
conducting integration sessions for a few
consecutive days, no aggression between
these bears occurred. Because of this, we
proceeded to the next integration, Kudat
and Along. This could be more challenging
as both bears were males which increases
the Chances of aggression. Surprisingly,
after Kudat had approached Along in an
attempt to play, both Along and Kudat got
along well.
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Along (right) trying to show off his strength to Kudat
(left).

among the few male bears at the Centre that
were successfully integrated.

Kudat (left) and Along (right) meeting each other for the
first time.

Due to Kudat‘s rough ways, Along struggled
at the beginning to handle him. It was only
after some time that Along was able to handle
Kudat‘s pace and stregth. Kudat and Along‘s
integration was successful, making them

Kudat (left) and Along (right) play fight.
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The keeper‘s final task was to introduce the
three bears together. First, Along and Kudat
was placed in the same cage, then Simone
joined in. When Simone first entered the
cage, she did not pay attention to Kudat and
Along playing. Along was the first to notice
Simone and immediately approached her.
They played for a whole day and there was
no aggression observed between them. It
seemed that the presence of Kudat gave a
friendly environment for Along and Simone.
We hope that these three bears can continue
to be integrated well and one day go out to
the forest enclosure together.

Kudat, Along and Simone in a same cage.
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
OUTREACH PROGRAMME
The BSBCC education team were on the
road again to visit schools in the
Kinabatangan and Lahad Datu district. In
August 2016, BSBCC education team visited
a total of 8 schools. Three schools that were
visited in the Kinabatangan district, were
within the oil palm estates. It was an eye
opening experience for the BSBCC team to
drive through several oil palm estates and
meet the children and teachers living within
the area.
The students were very happy and
interactive during the talk and were keen to
learn more about sun bears when they visit
our booth. Many of the kids had never
heard about sun bears, gibbons, otters or
many of the other animals in our forest.
Wildboars, civets, monitor lizards and
pythons are more common within their
area.
Our visits were welcomed by all schools and
estate owners. It was a great opportunity
for the BSBCC to visit them and the teams
are looking forward to visiting these schools
again. The following 5 schools visited were
primary schools located in the coastal town
of Lahad Datu, eastern part of Sabah.

We would like to thank our partners
HUTAN-Kinabatangan Orangutan Conservation
Programme and Sabah Wildlife Department for
being a great team in raising awareness and
educating the public and about wildlife
conservation.

Table
1:
List
visited in August 2016.
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schools

School

No of Pax

Date

SK Ladang
Tomanggung

116 Student
14 Teachers

8th Aug

Sekolah Humana
Ladang
Temanggong
SK Ladang Sungai
Bendera

73 Students
5 Teachers

9th Aug

38 Students
13 Teachers

10th Aug

SK Pekan Lahad
Datu
SK Lahad Datu III

72 Student
20 Teachers
592 Student
38 Teachers
150 Student
10 Teachers
153 Student
9 Teachers
370 Student
26 Teachers

15th Aug

SK Lahad Datu II
SK Sepagaya
SK Lahad Datu IV

Learning session with the school kids in SK Ladang
Sungai Bendera.

of

16th Aug
17th Aug
18th Aug
19th Aug

Group Photo session with teachers and students from SK
Lahad Datu IV.
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NOTABLE VISITORS
Dr. Thomas Lovejoy

O

n the 22nd July 2016, we were very
honored to have Dr. Thomas
Lovejoy, a renown conservation biologist
visit our Centre. Dr. Lovejoy is also known
as the ―Godfather of Biodiversity‖. He
coined the term ―biodiversity‖ from the
phrase "biological diversity" in 1980.

Deputy High Commissioner of Australia to
Malaysia

W

e were honored to have the Deputy High
Commissioner of Australia, Dr. Angela
Macdonald and delegates visit the Bornean Sun
Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC) on 14th
August 2016.

Dr. Lovejoy was accompanied by The
United States Department of State Bureau
of Oceans and International Environmental Scientific Affairs (OES), Office of
Science and Technology Cooperation
(STC), bilateral division chief Beverli
Dewalt and United States Embassy in
Malaysia
Environment,
Sci ence,
Technology and Health Officer, Todd
Hannah.
Wong, BSBCC's Founder and CEO guided
them for a tour around the Centre. Dr.
Lovejoy is also the author of the book
Ecology, Conservation and Management of
Southeast Asian Rainforests published in
1995.

Wong presenting a gift to Dr. Lovejoy at during his
visit.
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Wong presenting a gift to Dr. Angela Macdonald.
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VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS

B

SBCC currently houses 40
rescued sun bears in our two
bear houses and a quarantine
facilities. Each day, the ex-captive
sun bears need to be filled with
ample food and activities that can
stimulate healthy bear behavior.
Volunteers and interns help our
keepers achieve our goals in looking
after the welfare of these bears and
helping them in their rehabilitation
process.
BSBCC Volunteer Programme
The BSBCC volunteer programme
conducted in collaboration with APE
Malaysia ran throughout July and
August 2016. Volunteers in this
programme were supervised by
BSBCC staff with some
great
assistance by the APE Malaysia
team as well. Besides helping the
keepers in caring for the bears at
the Centre, volunteers also helped
to spread awareness on the plights
of sun bears among visitors through
the education booth at our visitor
Centre. During July and August
2016, a total of 26 individuals
volunteered at our Centre.
Internship at BSBCC
BSBCC welcomes students from
local and international institutions to
conduct their internship at the
Centre. Interns will have the
opportunity to learn about
the rehabilitation of ex-captive sun
bears. Interns will also be exposed
to th e i mportan ce of bea r
enrichment and cleanliness of the
facility. Besides this, they will also
have the chance to learn about the
behavior of this little know species.

Table 2: List of volunteers and interns in July and
August 2016.
Name

Volunteer
/Interns

Country

Duration

Lee Jia Wei

Volunteer

Malaysia

1st July—
18th July

Jacquelyn
Jepiuh

Volunteer

Malaysia

6th July–
17th July

Jessica
Prestage

Volunteer

England

6th July–
18th July

Veronica
Loh

Volunteer

Malaysia

18th July—
1st Aug

Bats group
(Outlook
Expeditions)
Estee Lim
Siew Teow

Volunteer

UK

14th July–
18th July

Volunteer

Malaysia

12th Aug—
24th Aug

Khushalinie

Volunteer

Malaysia

15th Aug—
28th Aug

Staffs and volunteers making enrichment (Bamboo feeder) for the
bears.

If you would like to make a difference and have the
experience of a lifetime, please join us. Learn about
our
volunteer
programme
on
our
website
www.bsbcc.org.my/volunteer.html or email us at
info.bsbcc@gmail.com for further enquiries.
Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder of BSBCC
Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com

BSBCC staff taking a group photo with the
volunteers.
The Sun Bear Voice
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VOLUNTEERS STORIES
BARE NECESSITIES ABOUT BORNEAN BEARS
Text and Photos by Jessica Prestage
My name is Jessica Prestage, I'm 18 years
old and I am from England. I have just
completed a two week volunteering
programme at the Bornean Sun Bear
Conservation Centre in Sandakan. I
finished school in May and I will be
starting university in September. During
this break, I wanted to make the most of
my long summer holiday by volunteering
somewhere new, that would allow me to
learn about a different country and the
conservation systems there. I looked at
the opportunities available with a travel
gap year company called 'Oyster'. They
have a lot of varied projects, but working
with sun bears stood out as the most
interesting. At first, I was unsure whether
I would be able to travel to Borneo for this
project, as it requires a long journey - in
total, over 15 hours on a plane. But I
decided that I could not pass up the
chance to come out here and spend two
weeks working with the team to care for,
monitor and learn about sun bears. An
opportunity like this may not come round
again, so I selected this project and
started booking it.
On my first day working at the Centre, I
was shown around with the other
volunteer, Jackie. We were both part of
the volunteer programme organised by
APE Malaysia. Soon after our tour, we
started working, the days followed a
schedule, which rotated in order to allow
everyone to help with different aspects of
the bear house. In the morning, the tasks
included husbandry (cleaning the cages),
which was separated into bear house one
and bear house two, preparing food in the
kitchen and fence checks. This also meant
that every day we worked with different
team members, allowing us to get to know
each other and work together. The
afternoons
consisted
of
creating
enrichment; enrichment is what is used to
engage the bears' natural instincts of
climbing, foraging and exploring.

The Sun Bear Voice

Sept/Oct 2016

vol.3, no.5

There were a wide range of materials that we
had available to create enrichment, such as old
fire hoses, donated by local fire stations, tyres,
logs and branches, and bamboo. I enjoyed
creating the enrichment, but personally I found
the dry cages the most rewarding form of
enrichment. Creating a dry cage involves laying
a bed of dry leaves, collected the previous day,
and adding logs and branches to mimic a forest
environment. We also added log feeders, which
is simply a log with holes drilled into it, each
filled with treats.
The normal treats used in enrichment to entice
the bears to investigate and engage with it are
honey, peanut butter, bananas, dog treats and
banana leaves. These have strong smells,
added to which the bears enjoy them consequently the enrichment is regularly
destroyed in order to access every crumb of
food! The dry cage is my favorite enrichment
because as soon as the bears are let back into
the cage, they start exploring, digging and
ripping open the logs. Dog treats and
mealworms are scattered in the leaves to
encourage foraging, which is often the first
thing they do. It is rewarding when the bears
do this as it shows that they still have their
instincts and have a high chance of being
released back into the wild.

In this photo, Mark and myself are creating a log feeder for
the dry cage we created for Wan Wan. The reason for the
cameraman also featured in this photo is that for two days
we were filmed creating enrichment, for a series called
Bornean Rangers. The idea of this is to show the process of
rehabilitation at the centre and demonstrate how volunteers
can help.
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Working as part of the team here was a
fantastic experience - as a volunteer,
initially I was worried that I would slow the
work down and be in the way, but I was
quickly just another member of the team.
Everyone was very welcoming, and I felt
accepted as a team member and a friend.
Although I was the only English person on
site, everyone was eager to talk to me,
asking questions about England and finding
out about me.
In the first few days, I struggled to adapt
to the heat; this meant that I had to have
regular breaks and drink a lot of water.
Everyone kept an eye on me and checked
on me, asking if I was okay, which made
me feel comfortable and looked after. I
knew that if I did have a problem, I could
talk to them. However, I did not have any
problems throughout the project - the team
are friendly, funny and always up for a
laugh. This made my time here more
enjoyable, as I was getting to know people
and making friends, whilst working with the
bears.

The size, shape and color can vary. However,
some of the older bears do not climb so much,
so they are recognized by their faces and
behavior more than the chest marks. I found it
interesting as I got to know more of the bears,
as they are all so different. Knowing their
personalities made it possible to create
enrichment for specific bears to try to engage
them for as long as possible.
Naturally, I had a favourite, but doesn't
everyone? I became fond of Along, as he was
always sitting on the hanging log or hammock
in his cage, watching what was going on. He's
a handsome bear, and as with most of the
bears in the Centre, I hope that he will be
released into the wild in the near future. Some
of the older bears cannot be rehabilitated, but
I can't imagine a better place for them to live
than here at the Centre. The staff are
incredible and the facilities are brilliant, the
bears have all they could ask for and more. I
am so lucky to have been able to spend time
here with such passionate people, who care so
much for the future of these bears and other
wildlife that is at risk due to human presence
and actions in the natural environments. I
have learnt a lot during the project and I hope
to return someday to see the progress here
and to see my friends again!
I cannot thank the BSBCC enough for
giving me this opportunity. It's been an
unforgettable
experience,
with
amazing
people. Good luck for the future and I hope to
see you again soon!

This photo was taken after we had created a dry cage
for the two cubs in quarantine.

During my two weeks at the conservation
Centre, I got to know most of the bears.
Initially, I memorized the names based on
which cages they were in, but as the two
weeks progressed I learnt more about each
bear. Their chest marks are like our
fingerprints, each one is unique and can be
used to identify the bear.
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Group photo with the staffs.
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VOLUNTEERS STORIES
THANK YOU BSBCC
Text and photo by Christine Anne

My name is Christine Anne and I am a Lead
Zoo Keeper at Woodland Park Zoo (WPZ),
Seattle, Washington, USA. I have worked
at WPZ for three years but have been a zoo
keeper for 14 years. At WPZ I work with a
variety of species but I specialize in large
carnivores and work with African lions,
Malayan tigers, and sloth bears to name a
few. I have worked with bears for many
years and first met Wong, founder of the
Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
(BSBCC), in 2009 when he presented his
research on sun bears at the Advancing
Bear Care Conference in San Francisco,
California. I had the opportunity again to
hear Wong speak at the Advancing Bear
Care Conference in Banff Canada in 2011,
where he spoke about BSBCC and its
progress and future. Since first hearing of
BSBCC it has been a personal and
professional goal of mine travel to Borneo
and volunteer.
Through my work with the Malayan tigers at
WPZ, the zoo supported me in an
opportunity to accompany other zoo
keepers from North America to peninsular
Malaysia. We visited the Taman Negara to
participate in a citizen conservation
program called the Malaysian Conservation
Alliance for Tigers. We participated in
anti-poaching patrols and experience the
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forest that presents so many challenges to
tiger researchers. Through the support of the
Puget Sound Chapter of the American
Association of Zoo Keepers, I was able to
include BSBCC in my travel plans. Upon first
arriving at BSBCC I was warmly welcomed by
Wong and his staff. One of the first things I
noticed about the conservation Centre was the
amazing signage that they use to help educate
visitors about sun bears. These signs are
placed along the path that leads to the viewing
platforms for the forest enclosures where the
bears live. These platforms give a great
opportunity for guests to see the bears in their
natural forest habitat. As a zoo keeper I notice
things that a regular guest may not
notice. Things like the nice high railings on the
platforms to keep guests from leaning over the
enclosures, the perimeter of the enclosures
and how they are situated around the holding
facilities, how the staff gains access for feeding
and checking fences, and the many natural
behaviors being displayed by the bears.
Volunteering
The volunteer orientation was very familiar,
since the same rules apply in my daily
job. Things like don't enter an area that has a
bear in it, don't touch the bears, don't do
anything that makes you uncomfortable or you
are unsure of. Working with animals like bears
is a serious business no matter what side of
the world you are on. Although I am a zoo
keeper, I also understand that this is not WPZ,
these bears are not my normal charges, and it
is a privilege to simply be in the presence of
these amazing animals that deserve our
respect and care. Care of an animal has many
forms, from cleaning holding dens, to grounds
work,
to
the
office,
and
guest
services. As a volunteer I had two
assignments:
the
bear
kitchen,
and
enrichment making.
Kitchen
The kitchen is the lifeline of the whole
animal care program, preparing food that
provides the very nutrition that all 41 bears at
BSBCC rely on for survival.
Through food
preparation I can honestly say that I touched
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every bear at BSBCC through their food. It
is constant work in the kitchen preparing
food for the 4 meals each bear gets each
day. For 41 bears, that's 164 meals
prepared, each day. The base diet is rice
porridge, with each bear getting an
individualized amount in the morning and
again in the evening. When you are done
portioning out porridge, you make a new
batch, there is constantly something
cooking in the kitchen, with two large pots
of porridge made everyday. For the other
feedings, the bears get keepers choice of
fruits and vegetables, with bananas a main
staple every day. I learned of a new fruit
called snake skin fruit. The skin of this fruit
really does look like snake skin, and when
peeled it has cloves inside similar to garlic
but it has the texture of an apple and, to
me,
tasted
almost
like
mild
pineapple. When we were not preparing
food, we were cleaning the kitchen and
doing dishes. I had looked forward to the
whole experience for so many years that I
was so happy to do something so simple,
yet so helpful to the overall operations. I
also had the opportunity to feed some of
the bears, either sliding the porridge to
them in the bear holding areas, or helping
with the scatter feeds for the outdoor forest
enclosures. Both experiences allowed me to
see the bears up close and observe more of
their behaviors. I am very interested in
animal behavior, so opportunities to
observe behavior are always special.
Enrichment
I was also assigned to help make
enrichment for the bears with the
keepers. We mainly focused on bamboo
enrichment and we went out to collect the
bamboo, and worked on cutting it up and
building different enrichment items for the
bears to receive inside the holding
areas. Bamboo is great because it can be
made into all kinds of things, but sun bears
are very destructive so we had to balance
complexity of the enrichment item with the
value to the animal. We made a variety of
puzzle
feeders
and
used
different
enrichment food items inside like peanut
butter and honey. We used leaves from
forage plants to fill the feeders as well. I
was able to observe the bears with the
enrichment items that gave the bears
opportunities
to
problem
solve
and
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manipulate the items. One bear in particular
received one of the more challenging items
and spent about 10 minutes investigating it,
ripping it apart and eating the peanut butter
off of the ginger leaves and out from the
bamboo. He was very vocal the whole time he
was interacting with the item, which may
indicate that he was slightly irritated at the
complexity of it, but he took the time to fully
destroy the whole thing and enjoy all that it
had to offer. It is always nice to watch the
animals interact with something that you have
made for them.

Cutting bamboo with a hand saw.

The opportunity to be part of the BSBCC
program and contribute in whatever way I was
needed was motivating and inspiring. Wong's
enthusiasm for his work and the development
of a word class conservation center is obvious
and contagious, and is the driving force behind
its continued success and future development.
It was an AMAZING experience with amazing
staff and animals, one that forever stamps a
sun bear paw print on my heart as I journey
on.

Group photo with the staffs.
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BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME

W

elcome a sun bear into your family,
class, club or corporation! The BSBCC
offers a programme in which you can either
adopt a sun bear or give a sun bear a gift.
This special gift package includes sun bear
medicine, food, or toys and is a great way
to show you care and support the valuable
work of BSBCC.
Adopting a bear is a great way to learn
about sun bears while helping BSBCC meet
the costs of rehabilitation. Funds raised by
the adoption program are used to better the
lives of all bears.

Share Bear
Choose one of the sun bears:

Damai

Kuamut

Gifts With Meaning

Cerah

Fulung

Kudat

Rungus

List of adopters in July and August 2016:
A pot of honey

A hammock

An enrichment toy

Food for 1 week

1. Damien Kerkhof
2. Tricia Woo
3. Eliza Berrell
4. Sarah Muse
5. Patrick Meinzinger
6. Jamila Gatterburg
7. Danial & Joseph Warnakulasuriya
8. Inner Wheel Club Sandakan
9. Claudia Cole
10. Amelia Festa
11. Mabel and Eva
12. Carmel Jefffers
13. Georgina Adams
14. Velerie Mohan-James
15. Marina Evans
16. Canon Slade
17. Cary Colgan
18. Kate Newman
19. Mrs. Plant Healing School

Medication for 1 year
Find out on how to adopt a sun bear from
our website:
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt -abear.html
The Sun Bear Voice
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS
During the month of July and August, BSBCC continued to be featured in a local newspaper
as well as news published online.
Sun bear with GPS collar released, The Borneo Post, 30th July 2016.
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS
Second Sun Bear released into Tabin Wildlife Reserve, Daily Express, 30 July 2016.
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BSBCC IN THE NEWS
Website : The Star Online
Date : 31st July 2016
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BSBCC also featured in the following online news and newspapers:


Second Sun Bear Released Into The Tabin Wildlife Reserve. 29th July 2016. Berita
Wilayah.
http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/state_news/news.php?
cat=sbe&id=1267660



Another sun bear released to Tabin Wildlife Reserve (In Malay). 29th July 2016.
http://www.bernama.com/bernama/state_news/bm/news.php?cat=sbm&id=1267683



Second sun bear released into the Tabin wildlife reserve. 29th July 2016. The Sun
Daily. http://www.thesundaily.my/news/1918411



Second sun bear released into Tabin Wildlife Reserve. 30th July 2016. The Rakyat
Post.
http://www.therakyatpost.com/uncategorized/2016/07/30/second -sun-bearreleased-into-tabin-wildlife-reserve/



“Lawa” return to the forest (In Chinese). 30th July 2016. Sin Chew Daily. http://
www.sinchew.com.my/node/1551974/%E2%80%9C%E6%8B%89%E5%A8%83%E2%
80%9D%E8%BF%94%E5%9B%9E%E6%A3%AE%E6%9E%97



Another sun bear released to Tabin Wildlife Reserve (In Malay). Utusan Borneo.
30th July 2016.



Second Sun Bear released into Tabin Wildlife Reserve. Daily Express. 30th July
2016.



Sun bear with GPS collar released. The Borneo Post. 30th July 2016.



Malayan Sun bear: bile trade threatens the World’s smallest bear. 1st August 2016.
Mongabay. https://news.mongabay.com/2016/08/malayan-sun-bear-bile-trade-threatens
-the-worlds-smallest-bear/



Unsung hero gives gibbons new life. 2nd August 2016. The Star Online. http://
www.thestar.com.my/metro/community/2016/08/02/unsung-hero-gives-gibbons-new-life
-woman-goes-out-of-the-way-to-rehabilitate-the-rescued-endangered/



Sun bear paws, gallbladder and canines confiscated (In Malay). 9th August 2016.
Berita Harian Online. http://www.bharian.com.my/node/181374



Two men nabbed in Sabah for trying to sell Malayan sun bear parts. 9th August
2016. The Straits Times. http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/two-men-nabbed-insabah-for-trying-to-sell-malayan-sun-bear-parts



Possessing sun bear canines, paws and bile (In Malay) 9th August 2016. My Metro.
http://www.hmetro.com.my/node/157703



Sabah to tighten wildlife protection laws. 10th August 2016. Malaymail Online. http://
www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/sabah-to-tighten-wildlife-protection-laws



Ads on animal parts lead to duo’s arrest. 22nd August 2016. Borneo Post.



Two men arrested (Selling sun bear bile and paws). 22nd August 2016. Utusan
Borneo.
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BEAR SHOP
MERCHANDISES
Help us protect and enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears by purchasing merchandises
from our Bear Shop.

Soft toy

Wooden
Keychain
Cost : MYR 9.50

Cost : MYR 37.10

Sun Bear Chest-Mark
T-shirt
Colour : Black
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M,
S, XS
Cost
: MYR 47.70

Rattan
Bracelet
Cost : MYR 19.00

Save Sun Bear T-shirt
Colour: Black, Pink,
Green, White
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M,
S, XS
Cost : MYR 42.40

Car Sticker
Cost : Round MYR 5.30
Rectangle MYR 10.60

Fisherman Hat
Colour
: Khaki
Cost
: MYR 31.80

Save Sun Bear T-shirt
Colour: Green, Pink
Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, S, XS
Kid XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost: Adult MYR 42.40
Kid MYR 26.50

Embroidery
Badge
Cost : MYR 15.90

Cap
Colour: Khaki, Black,
Green, Red, Grey
Cost : MYR 26.50

Polo T-shirt
Colour : Black, Grey
Sizes : Adult XXXL,
XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS
Cost
: MYR 63.60

Canvas Bag
Colour
: Beige
Cost
: MYR 40.00

If you are interested in purchasing our merchandises, please click here to fill up our order
form.
Terms and conditions:
1. No cancellation upon confirmation of purchase.
2. Price shown are inclusive of GST 6%. Additional charges for shipping will be incurred.
The Sun Bear Voice

July/Aug 2016

vol.3, no.4

20

DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS

B

SBCC‘s work would never have been possible
without in-kind and financial support from
various individuals and agencies. We acknowledge
the continuous support from the following
contributors:





















Public donation from BSBCC donation box
World Challenge
Margeret Moffet
Outlook Expedition LTD
Kathryn Proffitt
Elizabeth Horbrook
Hui Yee Foo
Kimberly Baranowski
Pamela Xin Yi
Alina Rastam
Kamran Hussain
Dotnovdic
Terresa Rivas
Cinzia Moncini
Rachel George
Helen Kent
Bandar Utama City Centre Sdn Bhd
Hui Yee Foo
Brad Josephs
Pamela Xin Yi

Help improve the lives of sun bears through
donations, you can donate to us through our
paypal account. Click the Donate button on our
page: www.bsbcc.org.my/donate.html
For further enquiries about donating to us directly,
you can email our CEO and Founder, Mr. Wong
Siew Te: wongsiew@hotmail.com

What can you do to help the
sun bears?








Do not support any wildlife trade
Contact us if you find any illegal
activities (poaching, trading, etc)
Learn more about sun bears and
their habitat
Follow us on Facebook and help us
spread the word
Donate through our website
Adopt a bear through our website,
or at our Centre
Volunteer!

BORNEAN SUN BEAR
CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC)
Location address:
Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan
Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,
Malaysia
Postal address:
PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan,
Sabah, Malaysia
Tel:
+6 089 534 491
Website:
www.bsbcc.org.my
E-mail:
info.bsbcc@gmail.com

Make a difference through donations
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