1.0 INTRODUCTION

Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
(BSBCC) was established in 2008 as a
collaborative project between Sabah
Forestry Department (SFD), Sabah
Wildlife  Department (SWD), Land
Empowerment Animals People (LEAP)
and Malaysian sun bear researc
Wong Siew Te.
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Located at Sepilok, near Sandakan on
Sabahodés east coast , t
carry out sun bea r conservation,
education, research and rehabilitation
and provide an improved long term
living environment for confiscated bears
that cannot b e released back into the
wild. The Centre has capacity for 40
bears in two bear houses as well as a
guarantine building. A total of 37 bears
were housed at BSBCC by the end of
2015.
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Major milestones during the year

included the completion of a second

main forest enclosure comprising four

forested pens, as well as the first
release of one of BSBCC
the wild, when 5 -year -old female Natalie

was released into Tabin Wildlife Reserve

on 17 ™ May 2015.

Visitors numbers continued to rise, with
BSBCC receiving more than 51,000

visitors in 2015 compared to 48,506 the
previous yeatr.

Left : Adult female sun bear

2.0 OPERATIONS

BSBCC Board of Directors

During 2015 BSBCC6s
comprised Wong Siew Te (Founder and
CEO of BSBCC), Mr. Frederick Kugan
(Deputy Director of SFD) and Mr.
Augustine Tuuga (Deputy Director of
SWD).

Meetings with Partners

Cenhtre aims to
Throughout the year, meetings were
held with partners SFD and SWD, on
10" March, 2 " July and 2 " December
2015.

Staffing

Four new staff joined the BSBCC team
during 2015. T he following table shows
the list of new staff at BSBCC.

Table 1:  New staff join ing BSBCC in 2015.
Staff Name Post Date joined
Muhammad General
Salfazzryean Bin Worker 1% May
psban Sbduleh b ear's t o
Norsyakila Bin ti Ticketing 6™ July
Hatim Cum
Shopkeeper
Trainee
jg;ﬁemy Oswald Centre 19™ July
Y Coord inator
Chow Shok Ann PA to the CEO 7" December

Kuamut exploring the forest in one of the pens at BSBCC.

Right : Natalie wearing her satellite collar.




Environmental Education

Gloria Ganang

Executive

Risnayati Lammu
Officer

Jeremy Jeffrey
Centre Coordinator

At the end of 2015, BSBCC had
Addition al new staff greatly helped in
the daily operati
including management, maintenanc
facilities,
educational activities.
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Operations & Maintenance

Tee Thye Lim

Executive

David Tahir
Azzry Dussain
Bear Keeper

Mizuno Merek Men
Lester Elis
Junior Bear Keeper

Mohd. Salfazzryean
Tommy Johnny
Ronny Jumahat

Ongkim Ak Anyoh
Maintenance

Reckly Engau
Technician

Chart 1:

Two staff left BSBCC in 2015,
Rizan bin Osman ( Finance and Human
Resource Executive) and Tan Wei Cheng
(Centre Coordinator).
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3.0 SUN BEARS

Bear Arrivals

A total of 6 bears were sent to BSBCC
2015. Two new bears arrived at t
Centre on 15 ™ January 2015. Montom
(a 3 year old male) was rescued from

Mohd.

21 staff .

Centre ,
e of the
and

SFD, SWD, BSBCC
Board of Directors

Wong Siew Te
CEO & Founder

Research & Rehabilitation

Chew Lin May

Officer

BSBCC staff organization chart at t

Kota Marudu while Kala (
female) was rescued from Kalabakan. In
August 2015,
brought to BSBCC
for sale by poachers
member of the public
and sent her to
2015, two

Singgaron village,

Sales & Administration Finance & H. Resource

Mohd. Rizan Bin

Ernie Wahyuni Osman

Executive Executive

Faironytha Pius
Rebecca Kimlaw
Abdul Rahim B Kahar
Norsyakila Bt Hatim

Ticketing cum
Shopkeeper

he end of 2015

a 3 month old

-Tan was
put up
and rescued by a
who bought her
SWD. On 31 October
more new bears arrived at
both rescued from
Ranau. These two

sun bear cub Tan
, having been

Centre ,

new bears were Boboi (1 year old male)

and Kitud (1 year old femal e). At the
end of the year , Teddy (13 year old
female) arrived at BSBCC. She was

rescued from the Wilmar Sapi Plantation

Mini Zoo in Telupid.

Health checks were

conducted for the newly arrived bears

in and all were quarantined for a month

he before being integra ted with  existing
bears. Details of the new bears are as
follows:



Table 2:  New bears arriving  in 2015

Bear Age Sex Origin Date of arrival
Montom 3 years Male Kota Marudu 15™ Jan 2015
Kala 3 months Female Kalabakan 15" Jan 2015
Tan-Tan 3 months Female Paitan 5™ Aug 2015
Boboi 1 year Male Singgaron 31 Oct 2015
Kitud 1 year Female Singgaron 31 Oct 2015
Teddy 13 years Female Wilmar Sapi Plantation Mini Zoo 29™ Dec 2015

Sun Bear Reintroduction
behave like a wild sun bear. Her

Five year -old female sun bear Natalie improvement in her survival sk ills in the
was reintroduced to the wild on 17" forest enclosure was excellent and she
May 2015 . She was released in Tabin was an exceptional climber and tree
Wildlife Reserve, Lahad Datu after 5 nest maker.

years of rehabilitation at the Centre.

Natalie had built up her survival skills Natalie was fitted with a satellite collar
and independence and learned to to keep track of her after her release
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Above left : Dr.Laura Benedict and Wong performing a health check and gearing up the satellite collar on Natalie. Above right

Tabin rangers, WRU team and BSBCC team uploading Natalie into the helicopter. Bottom left : Natalie being carried to the
release point in Tabin Wildlife Reserve. Bottom right  : Natalie getting her first taste of freedom into the wild.



Aerospace Sdn. Bhd. was used to
transport her into the forest. This was
the first time that a captive sun bear

has been reintroduced to its natural
habitat in Sabah using such facilities
The total cost for reintroduction was
RM45,781.70.

The first two months of GPS satellite
data show ed Natalie moving around in
the forest. However from 16" July - o™
August 2015 (25 days), th e data
showed an unvarying lo cation. A team
of 7 ground crew (3 staff from WRU, 3
from BSBCC and 1 from Scuba Z00) was
sent into Tabin Wildlife Reserve and on

the 5™ day of searching , they found the
collar. There was no damage on the
collar and no signs of bear mortality
within a 20km radius, implying that
Nat a l colardad simply fallen off.

Bear Deaths

In 2015, BSBCC lost two bears - Tokob,
a 12 year old fem ale and Bongkud, a 5
year old female. Tokob died on 26
April 2015, due to severe lung failure,
while Bongkud died on 13 ™ July after
being struck by lightning during a
storm.
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4.0 VOLUNTEERS &
INTERNS

Bear Action Teams (BATS)

In 2015, 3 BATs groups wor Kked at
BSBCC. All teams came through Outlook
Expeditions. The BATs groups helped to
build a mini observation platform
outside pen A and repaired existing
perimeter walkways outside pens C and
D. The outside perimeter trails ar e used
regularly by BSBCC staf f to feed and
monitor th e bears in the forest
enclosure s and for enclosure

maintenance. The steps and mini
observation platform help ed in
conducting rehabilitation  work more

convenie ntly around the facilities.
Project s were monitored by BSBCC and
Arkitrek  staff. The following are the
details of BATs group in 2015:

Table 3: Bear Action Teams group list in 2015

Group No. of Duration
volunteer
ICS Zurich 16 28™ June i
3" July
The Willink 1 23§ o7
School July
Albert Park 17 100§ 12t
College September

BATSs volunteers building steps outside the forest enclosure.

Volunteer  Programme

BSBCC also worked with APE Malaysia
on the BSBCC volunteer programme
which helps to meet the needs of the
Centre in providing care for the rescued
sun bears, facility maintenance and

education awareness. A total of 31
individual volunteers from 6 countries
worked at the Centre under this

programme in 2015 (See A ppendix I).



Donavan (left), a volunteer from the USA and Harith, APE
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structure in the forest enclosure.

Interns

BSBCC encourages students from local
and international institutions to do their
internship at the Cen mtre. Interns can
gain experience in conservation on the
ground while helping the Centre in
caring for the sun bears as well as in the
education awareness programme. In
2015, a total of 13 intern s from 4
institutions ~ were re cruited ( See
Appendix 1I).

Intern, Bel linda (right) helping BSBCC keeper, David to
prepare egg carton enrichments for the bears.

5.0 INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT &
MAINTENANCE

Completionof 2" Forest

Enclosure

The construction of  the 2" main forest
enclosure which commenced in
November 2014 was completed on 11 ™
June 2015. The enclosure is adjacent to
the 2 "™ bear house and comprises four
forested pens. F encing of the enclosure
was funded by Si me Darby Foundation .
The 1 ha enclosure is also equipped with
boardwalks between and outside each
pen for maintenance and rehabilitation
work . These additional pens allow more
bears to go out into the forest at a ny
one time.

Construction of Aerial Walkwa vy
and 2" Observation Platform

Construction of a new aerial walkway
and a 2" observation p latform to view
the bears commenced in September
2015, funded by S ime Darby
Foundation. BSBCC receives an average
of approximately 4,000 visitors per
month and this  additional structure will
allow BSBCC to cater for a greater
number of visitors. The facilities are
expected to be complete d by March
2016 .

Outdoor S torage Shed

An  outdoor storage shed was

constructed by BSBCC staff outside the
first bear house . The stor age shed was
built to provide additional space for

storage of tools for t h e Ce nfacilitg 6 s

maintenance



