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IMPORTANT EVENT 

TWO NEW RECRUITS!  

Little Kala on arrival!  

three months old female cub who was  

transferred from Lok Kawi Wildlife Park in 

Kota Kinabalu, Sabah.  This poor little cub is 

bought by someone at the Kalabakan-

Sapulut road nearby Maliau Basin, Sabah. 

He bought the cub with the intention of  

saving the cub by surrendering her to the 

Sabah Wildlife Department. Kala was named 

after the place she was rescued from. When 

she arrived on 9th January at Lok Kawi  

Wildlife Park, she was emaciated,  

dehydrated and was in a bad condition. 

Right now Kala is settling into a quarantine 

den and we hope that she would grow into a 

healthy bear.  

I n the beginning of 2015, we received  

another two sun bear cubs rescued by the 

Sabah Wildlife Department. Driven carefully 

through hundreds of kilometers, the cubs 

were handed over to our expert team for 

around-the-clock care. Kala, is about two-
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The other rescued sun bear is called  

Montom, one year old male cub from  

Kampung Melangkap, Kota Merudu, Sabah. 

He was given the name ’Montom’ by his  

previous owner which means black in Dusun 

language. Montom weighed 26.8kg on arrival. 

He enjoys his quiet time and does not like any 

disturbances. He stays up high and alert with 

his surroundings at the enrichment platform. 

It will take some time for him to get  

comfortable with his new home.  

 

Over the past three decades, the total  

population of sun bear has declined by at 

least 30%. As sun bears are forest-dependent 

species, they simply cannot survive outside 

the forest area. The large-scale deforestation 

and degradation that still occur throughout 

the Borneo island and Southeast Asia has  

dramatically reduced suitable habitat for this 

species to depend on. Moreover, commercial 

poaching of bears for wildlife trade is a  

considerable threat in most countries. Killing 

bears is illegal in all range countries but is 

largely uncontrolled. Sun bears are commonly 

poached and hunted for their gall bladders 

(bile) and bear paws as there are still  

people demanding for the bear parts to use it 

for the traditional medicines.  

 

Besides that, being the world smallest bear 

and the cutest young animals, sun bear cubs 

are captures from wild and kept as pests. As 

a result, many young orphaned and captive  
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sun bears living in small cages and  

substandard conditions in Borneo with no 

hope of returning to the wild. The bears are 

living in highly unnatural conditions and 

many in small cages with no access to the 

outdoors or natural areas. Most of them 

have no physical contact with other bears 

and will likely spend the rest of their lives 

behind bars in tiny cages. This is where, as 

they grow, life in hell begins.  

 

Up to date, the arrival of these two new 

cubs brings the total number of bears at our 

Centre to 37 bears. As the number of our 

bears grows, we need all the support we can 

get to improve the welfare of these bears.  
Montom resting at the enrichment platform.  

The arrival of Wildlife Rescue Unit with the two rescued 
bear cubs.  

Montom finally calmed down and went into his new 
home.  



BEAR STORY 

A BIG CHANGE FOR KUDAT 

I n our effort to provide the best care for all 

the rescued sun bears in our Centre,  

different enrichment activities is created by 

our bear care staffs and volunteers in order to 

stimulate the bears’ sense of smell, hearing 

and sight. Kudat, one of our male sun bear 

was originally from Tawau district, south-

eastern Sabah before being sent to Kudat  

district, north part of Sabah. It is hard to  

believe that Kudat and another female sun 

bear called Panda were displayed as ‘Pandas’ 

in a mini zoo. These ‘pandas’ were fed daily 

with one chicken each and this explains why 

Kudat and Panda have a larger body size 

compared to other bears their age.  

 

Kudat took his first step out into the forest  

enclosure on 11th December 2013. From our 

observation, Kudat was curious with his new 

environment and he began to explore the  

forest around him. He can be seen digging  

dead wood in search of insects – termites and 

beetles grubs. Kudat is now halfway to his 

new life as a wild forest dweller but he is not 

quite confident when it comes to climb trees. 

In order to ensure our bears are kept  

mentally and physically stimulated, we have 

to come out with ideas to encourage the 

bears to learn their survival skills. So, we 

have to create an environment that replicate 

to their lifestyle in the wild, so that the bears 

have more activity to do and they would work 

out to solve their problem in getting their 

food.  

 

On 18th January, Tee Thye Lim, BSBCC Centre 

Operation Executive and our bear care team 

had an idea that we could change Kudat’s  

behaviour significantly, through creative and 

stimulating enrichment that might encourage  

Kudat to climb a tree. The staffs stuffed mix 

fruits glazed with honey on the top and green 

leaves into a PVC pipe. Our hard work paid 

off!  We were amazed to see Kudat slowly  

approaching the tree and started climbing it 

when he sniffed out the sweet honey fruits.  

We hope that from this moment Kudat will 

continue climbing trees and becoming an  

excellent tree climber soon.  
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Kudat feeling bit tired from climbing.  

Kudat getting some fresh and tasty bananas!  



W ith the monsoon season finally over in 

Sandakan, it’s the perfect time for one 

of our male sun bear to come out again into 

the forest enclosure. Fulung, a five years old 

bear has been staying in the indoor bear 

house for a few months because of the 

chronic wound on his abdomen. Previously, 

Fulung had a time where he could roam 

around the forest enclosure, climb trees with 

other female bears, and foraging for  

invertebrates. However, the wound  

worsened when he keep on scratching it until 

it even attracted many flies. Hence, our bear 

care staff have discussed and made a decision 

that Fulung had to stay inside the indoor bear 

house for further medical treatment and  

observation from the Sepilok’s veterinary and 

our staff.   

While inside the bear house, the wound was 

treated with alamycin or iodine solution to 

prevent further infection and avoid any 

maggot infestation. Days passed and the 

wound slowly healed even though it would 

become a permanent scar like a belt on his 

abdomen.  
 

On 11th January, Fulung was finally allowed 

to come out into the forest enclosure and 

joined the other five female bears which are 

Mary, Bongkud, Debbie, Ah Bui and Damai. 

It was a busy day in the forest that day! The 

female sun bears are having fun when they 

reunite with Fulung after a long separation. 

It is great to see how they interact so well 

together from the viewing platform. Being 

the lucky and dominant male in his group, 

Fulung is very active in play-wresting with 

the other bears, and of course being the 

male bear, he has quite a lot of energy  

compared to the females so the females are 

having hard time coping with Fulung.  

Usually when Fulung is curious, he likes to 

stand up on his hind legs like a human. He 

also always puts his left paw in his mouth 

and stretches out his right paw to seek  

comfort.   
 

As the umbrella of conservation covers  

animal welfare, BSBCC is trying to provide 

proper care for our rescued sun bears and 

later on re-introducing them to the  

forest environment. For Fulung’s case, we 

are incredibly pleased to see how well he 

has grown. Thank for all the support we  

received from the team of veterinarians who 

helped us in ensuring a better health for  

Fulung.  

This adult male knows how to charm his way around the 
females in his group and he is characterized by his  
cheerfulness.  
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GOING WILD AGAIN! 

Fulung (left) playing fight with Damai (right).  



DY Patil International School visit  

 

O n 9th February, a group of students from 

DY Patil International School visited our 

Centre for a day through APE Malaysia. They 

were involved in a few hands-on activities. 

After listening to the presentation given by 

Gloria Ganang, our Environmental Education  

Executive, the students were assigned into 

pairs to create an ‘enrichment’ for our sun 

bears and then observed how the bears  

behave with the enrichment compared to  

before.  

 

Each groups have to create a stimulating  

enrichment by using the natural ingredients 

such as bamboos, bunches of ginger leaves, 

rope, mix fruits such as bananas and  

watermelon, and also honey provided by our 

staff. Enrichment can take many forms, but 

the fundamental concept is ultimately the 

same. If we simply provide meals to the 

bears, they would soon become lazy and 

bored. The enrichment should stimulate the 

sense of the bears so they would sniff, search 

and forage for the food.  

 

Many thanks to APE Malaysia for coordinating 

this visit and we hope that the students learn 

more about the world smallest bear species -

sun bears.  

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES  
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A student squeezing some delicious honey inside the 
bamboo feeder.  

Group photo of Boys Brigade and Nick (first row, third 
from left). 

Boys Brigade visit 

 

O n 15th February, the Boys Brigade team 

from SMK Tiong Hwa visited BSBCC. 

They were given a talk on sun bears and the 

centre by Nick, BSBCC Centre Coordinator 

and then were brought to the observation 

platform to see the bears. Shortly after, the 

group was guided by Tee Thye Lim, BSBCC 

Centre Operation Executive down to the 

bear house to see our work behind the 

scene.   

 

Boys Brigade is an organization that  

promotes habits of obedience, reverence, 

discipline, self-respect and all that tend  

towards a true Christian manliness.  

Katherine, a corporal was the first volunteer 

from Boys Brigade to have involved in  

animal husbandry and conservation with 

BSBCC. She also did a proposal to involve 

Boys Brigade in Nature Awareness Award 

Syllabus to include awareness on animals. 

This syllabus together with our local  

volunteer program will kick start soon and 

will sure to encourage young teenagers to 

involve in conservation.  

 

There will be a school visit to SMK Tiong 

Hwa on 4th March to further spread the 

words about our centre and the opportunity 

to volunteer.   



VOLUNTEERS & INTERNSHIP 
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B SBCC now houses more than 30 

rescued sun bears in our two 

bear houses and a quarantine  

facility. Each sun bear needs to be 

equipped with food and activities 

that stimulate them for whole day. 

Help our keepers look after these 

bears and keep them healthy and 

happy.  

 

Volunteers and intern students will 

learn about the importance of  

creating enrichment programs and 

maintaining the cleanliness of the 

facility. They will also have the 

chance to observe the sun bears’ 

behaviour in their natural habitat. 

Plus, so much more!  

 

As a conservation organization, 

BSBCC relies on its volunteers to 

keep spreading awareness of the 

plight of the bears and help our  

efforts to save the sun bears and 

their natural habitat. Our volunteers 

and intern students mean the world 

to us, and we greatly appreciate 

each and every person who gives up 

their time to help the bears.  

 

If you would like to make a  

difference and have the experience 

of a lifetime, please join us. For 

more information, please e-mail:  

 

Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder 

of BSBCC 

Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com  

Table 1: List of volunteers that came to BSBCC in 

January and February 2015.  

Name Country Duration 

Austin Aguirre USA 2nd Jan – 27th Jan 

Emma  

Arzairima bt 

Ariffin 

Malaysia 12th Jan – 25th Jan 

Chew Ying Yi Malaysia 12th Jan – 25th Jan 

See Toh Yee 

Nin 

Malaysia 12th Jan – 25th Jan 

Emma  

Hambleton 

New Zealand 12th Jan – 06th Feb 

Caitlyn Turner New Zealand 12th Jan – 06th Feb 

Hayley Beck New Zealand 12th Jan – 06th Feb 

Fatin Amirah bt 

Ahmad Anuar 

Malaysia 18th Jan—14th Mac 

Shia Kang Ping 

Amanda 

Malaysia 26th Jan – 9th Feb 

Kara Huggins Australia 9th Feb – 20th Feb 

Nicholas Foster Australia 9th Feb – 20th Feb 

Scott Burnett Australia 9th Feb – 20th Feb 

Eliza Dreves Australia 9th Feb – 20th Feb 

Henry Harlow USA 9th Feb – 20th Feb 

Carissa Gill Australia 9th Feb – 20th Feb 

Ami Tokoro Japan 9th Feb – 20th Feb 

Mary Ann  

Harlow 

USA 9th Feb – 20th Feb 

A big thank you to all the volunteers and intern student. We are 
glad that all of you enjoy to work with the bears and wish you good 
luck in the future!  

Volunteers working with bear keepers in 
making enrichment. Photo credit to Caitlyn.  



A pot of honey  
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BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME  

W elcome a sun bear into your family, 

class, club or corporation by adopting 

a sun bear or gift a sun bear medicine, food, 

or toys to show you care and support the 

valuable work of the BSBCC.  

 

Adopting a bear is a great way to learn about 

sun bears while helping BSBCC meet the 

costs of rehabilitation. Funds raised by the 

adoption program are used to better the 

lives of all bears.  

 

 

Gifts With Meaning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out on how to adopt a sun bear from 

our website:   

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-a-

bear.html 

Share Bear  

 

Choose one of the sun bears:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of adopters in January and February 

2015:  

 

Damai was adopted by: 

1. Rhetta Dunn for 1 year 

2. Lindi Hall for 1 year 

Natalie was adopted by:  

1. Ashlee Margaret Harkins for 1 month 

2. Caitlyn Turner for 1 month 

3. Robert Collinge for 1 year 

Kuamut was adopted by: 

1. Roopa and Ashok Ray for 1 year 

2. Jane Stroud for 1 year 

Bermuda was adopted by: 

1. Michelle Post for 6 months 

2. Blair Smith (St Theresa Catholic Primary 

School) for 1 year  

Tokob was adopted by Lesley Obourn for 1 

month  

      

Comfortable hammock 

 

An enrichment toy Food for 1 week 

Medication for 1 year 

Tokob Damai 

Kuamut Natalie 

Bermuda  



W ork at BSBCC was made possible with help 

and support from:  

 

 National Pingtung University of Science and 

Technology Taiwan 

 APE Malaysia  

 

If you would like to make a direct donation to 

BSBCC, you can do so via one of these two  

methods:   

 

 Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre 

Sdn Bhd (BSBCC) - You can donate any 

amount directly to BSBCC through our paypal 

account by clicking the donate button on our 

website: www.bsbcc.org.my 

 Wong Siew Te – You can email the CEO and 

Founder of the BSBCC, Wong Siew Te, for  

further information about donations at  

wongsiew@hotmail.com   

 

 

Welpi Dog Formula for sun bear cub 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BSBCC would like to extend our gratitude to Petlife, 

UK for supporting us by sponsoring 10 tubes Welpi 

Dog Formula Milk (2kg) for the rescued bear cub, 

Kala. We are glad to inform that Kala is in good 

health with your support. Your kind of contribution 

is much appreciated.  

What can you do to help sun 

bears? 

 

 Do not support any wildlife trade 

 Contact us if you find any illegal  

activities (poaching, trading, etc) 

 Learn more about sun bears and 

their habitat 

 Follow us on Facebook and help us 

spread the word 

 Donate through our website  

 Adopt a bear through our website, 

or at our Centre 

 Come volunteer with us! 

 

 

BORNEAN SUN BEAR  

CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC) 

Location address:  

Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan  

Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,  

Malaysia 

 

Postal address:  

PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan, 

Sabah, Malaysia 

 

Tel:  

+6 089 534 491     

Website: 

www.bsbcc.org.my  

 

E-mail:  

info.bsbcc@gmail.com 

DONORS AND 

 CONTRIBUTORS 
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