
Rescue Unit performed a full medical 

checkup for both bears. Kina weighed 

12.85kg and Sika weighed 4.8kg. They 

were both in a healthy, active and alert 

condition. Both will stay in the  

quarantine facility before moving in with 

the resident bears at the bear house.  

 

All newly rescued sun bears must  

undergo a quarantine period for a few 

weeks to enable the veterinarians to 

conduct an extensive health check and 

make sure these bears are in a good 
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I n March 2017, two sun bear cubs were sent to 

BSBCC by the Sabah Wildlife Department 

(SWD). Kina (Rescue- 54), a one year old female 

and Sika (Rescue-55), a four months old female 

arrived at BSBCC from the Lok Kawi Wildlife Park 

in Kota Kinabalu. Both cubs were the first to arrive 

this year. Prior to the arrival of Kina and Sika, Dr. 

Nabila Sarkawi, a veterinarian from the Wildlife 
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BEAR STORY 

THE FIRST RESCUED SUN BEAR IN 
2017 

Two newly rescued bears arrived at BSBCC. 



The volunteer had visited BSBCC before and 

was aware that it is illegal to keep sun bears 

as pets. He then reported to BSBCC after  

encountering Sika kept in a chicken mesh 

cage within the village. Sika was previously 

fed with a condense milk, fruits and cereal.  

The arrival of these two new bears has 

brought us to a total number of 44 bears at 

our Centre. Their increasing number will need 

continuous help and support to ensure these 

bears have enough care at the facility. 

  

Sun bears are ―Totally Protected‖ species  

in Sabah under the Wildlife Conservation  

Enactment 1997. There is no reason to keep 

them as pets as these wild animals  

belong in the forest. 

 

In fact, bear cubs need to spend their first  

2 - 3 years of their lives learning survival 

skills from their mothers. Taking them away 

for pet trade will cause them to lose learning 

opportunity they need to survive in the wild. 

Poaching and keeping them as pets is an  

unforgivable act to this species. 
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BSBCC team transferring the newly arrived sun bear out 
of the Sabah Wildlife Department vehicle.  

There is a long way to go with hope that this is an eye 
opening start of a second chance and a better life . 

Kina is getting used to the sights and sound of her new 
surroudings. 

Sika, with her beautiful chest mark.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

condition. Hopefully the care we provide will 

help them gain the skills they need to live in 

the wild again. 

Kina  

Kina was found at the Marak Parak village 

within the Kota Marudu district, northern  

region of Sabah. She was named ‗Kina‘, after 

the place  she was rescued from, which was 

in Kinarut, Sabah. Her owner claimed that he 

saw Kina‘s mother crossing the road. The 

mother bear was frightened and immediately 

ran away, leaving Kina behind. By then, Kina 

was just an infant. Hence, her owner took 

her and kept her for more than a year. He 

then decided to surrender her to the Sabah 

Wildlife Department.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sika 

Sika was also named after the place where 

she was rescued from. She was found by a 

foreign volunteer at Sikalabaan village, in 

Pensiangan district, located in the interior 

division of Sabah. Pensiangan is one of the 

most rural areas in Sabah. 



On the 24th February 2017, Dr. Wong Siew 

Te – Founder of Bornean Sun Bear  

Conservation Centre (BSBCC), was invited to 

join the first public screening and launching 

of the Frontier Borneo in Sunway Pyramid, 

Selangor, Malaysia. 

  

After a few months exploring the jungles of 

Borneo, the 10-part natural history series 

narrated by Luke Evans was finally launched. 

The series was then digitally screened across 

Discovery Channel in Asia Pacific.  

   

The stories of sun bears and BSBCC was  

featured in the series. Dr. Wong being one of 

the important person featured in the film had 

a Q & A session with the public during the 

launching. We would like to thank Discovery 

Channel for this opportunity to help us spread 

the words about our work. 
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BSBCC CORNER  

DISCOVERY CHANNEL SOUTHEST ASIA (PUBLIC SCREENING OF THE 
FRONTIER BORNEO) 

Q&A session with Dr. Wong Siew Te.  

Malaysian artist Suzi Chua's masterpiece of "Debbie" was 
also displayed at the venue. The magnificent piece was a 
5ft x 5ft acrylic on canvas art.  

Dr. Wong answering questions from the public after the 
screening. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bornean-Sun-Bear-Conservation-Centre/1468455323399473
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bornean-Sun-Bear-Conservation-Centre/1468455323399473


Our outreach programme for the year 2017 

kicked off in February where the team 

started to visit schools in the Sandakan  

District. We visited our first school, SK Seri 

Manis on the 13th February and continued 

to visit four more schools the following 4 

days (See Table 1). More than 2,700  

students and teachers were involved during 

the outreach programme week, learning 

about sun bears, orangutans, birds and 

protection status of wildlife in Sabah.  

 

We invited our partners from Hutan-

Kinabatangan Orangutan Conservation  

Programme, Borneo Bird Club  and Sabah 

Wildlife Department to join us in conducting 

various environmental education activities 

for the students. The activities held include 

colouring competition, talks  and video 

show to promote awareness and  

appreciation to the wildlife of Sabah. 

The students are excited and enjoyed  

participating in the activities. We were glad 

that these students had the opportunities to 

learn about wildlife conservation in Sabah and 

many were really keen to know more about  

mother nature. 

 

Huge thanks to the support from the  

Sandakan Education Department, school  

principals, teachers as well as all students for  

participating in our activities.  

School  No. Pax Date 

SK Sri Manis, 

Sandakan 

302 Students 

17 Teachers  

13th Feb 

SMK Taman  

Fajar, Sandakan  

190 Students 

10 Teachers  

14th Feb   

SMK Perempuan, 

Sandakan  

732 Students 

45 Teachers  

15th Feb  

SMK Elopura II, 

Sandakan 

200 Students 

3 Teachers  

16th Feb 

SK Karamunting, 

Sandakan  

1184 Students 

79 Teachers  

17th Feb   

Table 1: List of schools visited in February 

2017. 

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

OUTREACH PROGRAMME  
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Taking photo with student at SMK Elopura II,  
Sandakan. 

Group photo with students and teachers from SMK Elopura 
II. 

Our volunteer, Charina explaining to students about  
sun bears enrichment.  

Ms. Gloria, Environmental Education Executive  
explaining about the anatomy of a sun bear to the 
students.  



B SBCC continued to receive school 

groups throughout the year. This year, 

our first school group was SMK Tun  

Aminah, Johor, West Malaysia. The group 

visited the Centre on the 10th February. 

Before visiting the bears in the forest  

enclosure, the students were first given a 

short introduction about sun bears and 

BSBCC. 

The students and teachers then visited the 

observation platform to see the sun bears 

roaming in the forest enclosure.  

Environmental education will continue to be 

held to promote awareness especially 

among the younger generation. 
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EDUCATIONAL  

ACTIVITIES 

GROUP VISIT 

O n the 23rd January 2017, Mr. Todd  

Hannah the US Embassy Science and 

Technology Officer visited BSBCC and was  

welcomed by our CEO and Founder, Dr. Wong 

Siew Te. Dr. Wong delivered a short  

presentation about BSBCC‘s roles and efforts in 

sun bear conservation before guiding Mr. Todd 

to view the bears from the observation  

platform.  

It is our honor to have Mr. Todd Hannah as our 

guest at BSBCC. We would also like to thank 

the US Embassy Kuala Lumpur for funding 

BSBCC‘s education programme for this year.   

 

Students observing the bears from the observation 
platform. 

Sharon BSBCC‟s Centre Coordinator giving a  
presentation about sun bears and BSBCC to  
students from SMK Tun Aminah. 

NOTABLE VISITORS 

US EMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 

BSBCC CEO & Founder, Dr. Wong Siew Te delivering his 
presentation about BSBCC during Mr. Todd Hannah's visit. 

A token of appreciation to Mr. Todd Hannah. 



VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS 

B SBCC currently houses 44  

rescued sun bears in our two 

bear houses and a quarantine  

facility. Each day, the ex-captive 

sun bears need to be filled with  

ample food and activities that can  

stimulate healthy bear behavior. 

Volunteers and interns help our 

keepers achieve our goals in looking 

after the welfare of these bears and 

helping them in their rehabilitation 

process.  

 

BSBCC Volunteer Programme 

BSBCC continued to get help from 

volunteers from across the world. 

The BSBCC volunteer programme 

conducted in collaboration with APE 

Malaysia ran throughout January 

and February 2017. Volunteers in 

this programme were supervised by 

BSBCC staff with great assistance 

by the APE Malaysia team. Besides 

helping the keepers in caring for the 

bears at the Centre, volunteers also 

helped to spread awareness on the 

plights of sun bears among visitors 

through the education booth at our 

visitor Centre. 

  

Internship at BSBCC 

BSBCC welcomes students from  

local and international institutions to 

conduct their internship at the  

Centre. Interns will have the  

opportunity to learn about the  

rehabilitation of ex-captive sun 

bears and also exposed  on the  

importance of bear enrichment and 

cleanliness of the facility. They will 

also have the chance to learn about 

the behavior of this little known 

species.   

If you would like to make a difference and have the  

experience of a lifetime, please join us. Learn about 

our volunteer programme on our website 

www.bsbcc.org.my/volunteer.html or email us 

at  info.bsbcc@gmail.com for further enquiries. 

 

Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder of BSBCC 

Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com  
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Group photo with our volunteer.  

 

Name Volunteer       

/Interns  

Country Duration 

Charina 

Pria 

Intern Malaysia  3rd Jan—

26th Mar 

Sophie 

Radeliffe  

Volunteer  Canada   16th Jan—

5th Feb 

Johanna 

Borg 

Volunteer  Sweden 16th Jan— 

19 Feb  

Jennifer 

Reinikainen 

Volunteer   Sweden  16th Jan— 

19 Feb  

Peter Lowe  Volunteer  UK  6th Feb—

22nd Feb 

Barbara 

Kasifolis 

Volunteer  Germany  6th Feb—

18th Feb 

Shauna Tay 

Siew Li 

Volunteer  Malaysia  5th Feb—

31st Mar 

 

Monica 

Lapka  

Volunteer  Malaysia 6th Feb—

4th Mar   

Table 2: List of volunteers and interns in January 

and February 2017.  

Staffs and volunteers making bamboo feeder enrichments for the 
bears. 



VOLUNTEERS STORIES  

BACK TO THE FOREST  

Eleven months later and I‘m back. 

January 2016, I was attending the BSBCC 

for my wildlife placement. December 2016, 

I‘m back again to help out with the  

caretaking of the ever growing family of 

42 fur babies. 

Working again with the bear team was 

better than the first, but with the added 

number of bears, there were some  

stressful times while working, especially 

on the day the bears received their  

deworming medication. It was a great  

opportunity for me to work with the 

friends and people that have shared their 

knowledge with me about the bears again. 

My admiration and respect for their  

ongoing dedication has grown tenfold. 

After being a book nerd for 9 months, I 

was definitely out of shape. Carrying the 

bears‘ food during feeding time and  

fence-checking was enough to make me 

out-of-breath most of the time. It had  

become a mission of my buddy, Azzry, to 

get me back to tiptop shape. With fence 

checks every few days and trekking into 

the enclosures to gather the plants we 

needed to make our enrichments, it was 

surely a challenge. Under the brutal  

training that Azzry had set for me, I felt 

stronger at the end of my 2 weeks.  

Volunteering here at the BSBCC won‘t be 

an easy job; it will be a strength and 

stamina training ground for most. To those 

that work under rigorous conditions every 

day, I applaud you. 

During my first time at the centre, I didn‘t get 

much of a chance to learn about the many ways 

we could keep the bears occupied with  

enrichments. This time around, with the help of 

Azzry, I had managed filled that empty space of 

knowledge of mine. The creation of enrichments 

is no easy feat, especially for me, as it requires 

some creativity, which I obviously lack, to think 

of something new and exciting for the bears. 

With a whole forest-full of plants that we could 

use, along with some fruits and the bears‘ most 

prized treats, peanut butter and honey, we 

managed to create some new enrichments for 

the bears to play with.  

Thank you again to everyone at the BSBCC for 

welcoming me back with open hearts and for 

putting up with me. And a special thank you 

goes out to the bear team and Dr Wong for 

sharing your pool of knowledge about the sun 

bears with me. I hope I wasn‘t much of a  

bother and I wish nothing but the best to  

everyone there. I hope to meet you guys again 

in the future!    
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Jia Ern (left) with her bear keeper buddy, Azzry (right) 
holding an enrichment called “Stick Paradox”  

A group photo with the staffs (Front row, second 
from left: Lam Jia Ern) 



 A pot of honey  

 

BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME  

W elcome a sun bear into your family, 

class, club or corporation by adopting 

a sun bear or gift a sun bear medicine, food, 

or toys to show you care and support the 

valuable work of BSBCC.  

 

Adopting a bear is a great way to learn 

about sun bears while helping BSBCC meet 

the costs of rehabilitation. Funds raised by 

the adoption program are used to better the 

lives of all bears.  

 

Gifts With Meaning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out on how to adopt a sun bear from 

our website:   

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-a-

bear.html 

Share Bear  

Choose one of the sun bears:  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

List of adopters in Jan and Feb 2017:  

 
1. James Date  
2. Kit Zenga  
3. Harley Arnold  
4. Mackenzie Arnold  
5. Kim Lin Peng  

6. Emily Hankins  

7. Matt Dank  
8. Lieselot & Mathiew 
9. Fernande Bezerra  
10. Teodor Dragan  
11. Yvette 
12. Jovi 
13. Eveline  

14. Isabelle  
15. Jenny Russell 
16. Kathryn Two Hig  
17. Josh De Lorenzo  
18. Klara & Jan Kanka 
19. Sharon Stukel 

20. Rachel Pope &  
Justin Whytcross 

21. Pramah Arumugan  
22. Matilda Versace 
23. Matilda Sweeney 
24. Erin Barry  
25. Emma Vertigen  

26. Alexandra Kaplan  
27. Vladimir Martinez 

A hammock  

 

An enrichment toy 

 

Food for 1 week 

Medication for 1 year  

Damai Fulung 

Kudat Kuamut 

Cerah Rungus  

The Sun Bear Voice     Mar/Apr 2017     vol.4, no.2                                                                                            8 

28.Maria Jesus Martinez    
29. Cynthia Chung  
30. Rosidih Jijah  
31. Yazid Ahmad  

32. Shuyu Chen   

33. Lizzie Hannah   
34. Lauren Pfeiffer    
35. Sophie Clark  
36. Allan Spikings  
37. Kelsey Connolly   
38. Janki Naker 

39. James Faure   
40. Svea Kunisch 
41. Vidya Gopinadhan  
42. Nichole Mazzaschi  
43. Chuan Kwang Loh  
44. Francisco Martes 

Porto Macedo  
45. Wunder-Pilz  
46. Biljana Markova   
47. Class 4I ISB   

48. Class 4S ISB   
49. Class 4B ISB    
50. M. Nasser Katib  

51. Kayla Teilig  
52. Ian Hannah O‘Leary  
53.Keneth  
54. James  
55. Nigel Bull  
 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt.html
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt.html


My Bear 

T he My Bear Adoption Programme  

allows corporates or individuals to  

exclusively adopt sun bears at BSBCC. The 

following are individual bears that were 

adopted through this programme: 

Tan-Tan  

Thank you to William Ma, Emily Ma and 

Wendy Zhou  for adopting Tan-Tan through 

BSBCC‘s My Bear adoption programme. 

With this support , the rescued orphaned 

bears can have the best care at the Centre. 

We have high hopes for Tan-Tan to return 

to the wild one day. 

Tan– Tan was only three months old when 

she was rescued in August 2015. The  

female cub was found being sold in the  

remote region of Paitan, and was brought 

by a good Samaritan to send her to BSBCC. 

She is an incredible climber despite her 

small body size.  She spends most of her 

time climbing tall trees in the forest  

enclosure and she have developed the skills 

to build nest on the trees.  

Debbie 

Debbie was adopted by Wunder-Pilz on the 

11th February 2017. Debbie was originally 

from Kota Marudu district of Sabah and was 

sold to a buyer in Tuaran town. Debbie  

usually spends her time exploring the  

forest.  

She has been spending her nights in the forest 

more frequently. Debbie is showing good signs 

that proves her to be one of the potential  

candidate for reintroduction into the wild.  

Noah  

Noah was adopted by Kim Lin Peng since 10th 

October 2016. The active young male bear is 

always playing, foraging and exploring his 

dens. As much as he loves resting in his  

basket, he also loves to stay high on his  

hanging platform. Noah is still in his  

development stage. Our bear care team  

ensures Noah grows up well as how sun bear 

cubs would be in the wild. 

BSBCC would like to thank all sun bear 

adopters for their support and donations which 

will greatly help the Centre to improve the  

welfare of individual orphaned bears especially 

in their rehabilitation process to return to the 

wild. 
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BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME  



Getting creative for sun bear conservation , The Star Online, 28th February 2017. 
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Chiew is the one of the four local 
artists who contributed her  
paintings to the exhibition. 

A painting of a sun bear by one 
of the FIS students. 

BSBCC IN THE NEWS  



Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases help us to protect, save and  

enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears.  

Fisherman Hat  

Colour  : Khaki  

Cost     : MYR 31.80  

Save Sun Bear T-shirt 

Colour: Green, Pink  

Sizes  : Adult XL, L, M, 

S,     XS    
Kid XL, L, M, S, XS  

Cost: Adult MYR 41.50 

 Polo T-shirt 
Colour : Black, Grey 

Sizes   : Adult XXXL,   

XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS     
Cost     : MYR 55.00 

 Sun Bear Chest-Mark 

           T-shirt 
Colour : Black 

Sizes   : Adult XL, L, M,   
S, XS 

Cost     : MYR 41.50 

If you are interested in purchasing our merchandises, please click here to fill up our order 

form. 

  

Terms and conditions:  

1. No cancellation upon confirmation of purchase. 

2. Price shown are inclusive of GST 6%. Additional charges for shipping will be incurred. 

Cap  

Colour: Khaki, Black, 

            Grey         

Cost   : MYR 26.50  

  Save Sun Bear T-shirt 

Colour: Black, Pink, 

Green,White  

Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, 
S, XS 

 Cost  : MYR 41.50 

Wooden  

Keychain 
Cost : MYR 9.50  

Rattan  

Bracelet  
Cost : MYR 19.00  

      Car Sticker  
          Cost : MYR 5.30  
          

Embroidery  

Badge 

Cost : MYR 15.90 

Canvas Bag  

Colour   : Beige  

Cost   : MYR 40.00   

BEAR SHOP 

MERCHANDISES  
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 Bear Cartoon  

Magnet card  
Cost : MYR 2.50 

Size : 9cm(H)x5.5cm(L) 
    Debbie Magnet             

Card  
Cost: MYR 2.50 

Size : 9cm(H)x5.5cm(L) 

Fina Bag  

Colour : Orange/Blue,              

Red/Lime 

Cost  : MYR 45.00   

        Tongue T-shirt 
Colour : Military green, 

brown, blue  

Size (Adult) :XXXL,XXL, 
XL, L, M, S, XS 

Cost : MYR 41.50 

Sizes (Kids) : XS,S,M,L,XL 

Colour : Pink, Blue  

Cost : MYR 37.00  

Hand-made Bear Clay   

Cost :MYR88.00 (medium) 

Size 6.8cm(L)x5.5cm(W)x4cm(H) 

     MYR55.00 (small) 

Size 3.3cm(L)x2.4cm(W)x4cm(H) 

 Colour samples 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/shop.html


What can you do to help  the  

sun bears? 

 

 Do not support any wildlife trade 

 Contact us if you find any illegal  

activities (poaching, trading, etc) 

 Learn more about sun bears and 

their habitat 

 Follow us on Facebook and help us 

spread the word 

 Donate through our website  

 Adopt a bear through our website, 

or at our Centre 

 Volunteer! 

 

BORNEAN SUN BEAR  

CONSERVATION CENTRE (BSBCC) 

Location address:  

Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan  

Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,  

Malaysia 

 

Postal address:  

PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan, 

Sabah, Malaysia 

 

Tel:  

+6 089 534 491     

Website: 

www.bsbcc.org.my  

 

E-mail:  

info.bsbcc@gmail.com 

B SBCC‘s work would never been possible  

without in-kind and financial support from  

various individuals and agencies. We acknowledge 

the continuous support from the following  

contributors:  

 Public donation from BSBCC donation box 

 Leap Spiral (Excel Force) 

 Wildlife Media-Joe Rog 

 Exo Travel 

 Robert Collinge 

 Jason Woolgar 

 Kamran Hussain 

 Dotnordic  

 Doug Larsen 

 Teresa Rivas  

 Cinzia Moncini  

 Philip Cuellar 

 Brenton Head 

 Pamela Xin Yi  

 Hui Yee Foo 

 Mun Cheong  

 Leong Siew Ling 

 Barbara Katsifolis  

If you would like to make a direct  

donation to BSBCC, you can do so via one of these 

methods:   

 

 Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre 

Sdn Bhd (BSBCC) - Donate any amount  

directly to BSBCC through our paypal account 

by clicking the donate button on our website: 

www.bsbcc.org.my 

 Wong Siew Te – Send an email to our CEO 

and Founder, Mr. Wong Siew Te, for further  

inquiries on donating directly to us at 

wongsiew@hotmail.com  

DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS  
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Big thanks to our volunteer, Barbara Kasifolis for donating   
Aussie Dog Ball for the bears at BSBCC.  

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/donate.html


Painting of the "Little One" 

On the 26th August 2016, thirty-one  

students of KL Fairview International 

School donated their paintings to Bornean 

Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC) to 

raise awareness about habitat loss and 

species extinction. They painted the "Little 

One" or Si Kecil which was a rehabilitated 

sun bear cub cared by sun bear biologist 

Gabriela Fredrikkson in East Kalimantan. 

Dr. Wong Siew Te, Founder and CEO of 

BSBCC visited Gabriela in 2000, and took a 

picture of Little One. Sadly, Little One was 

killed by another sun bear two months  

after that.  

This painting experience helps students 

gain a general understanding of how  

profound the loss would be if humans  

continue to destroy the forest. The donated 

paintings were displayed at BSBCC‘s visitor 

Centre as a remembrance of ‗Si Kecil‘and 

the efforts needed to protect the sun 

bears. 

 

The mastermind of this project was Suzi 

Chua, a Malaysian artist with help from KL 

Fairview International School visual art 

teacher, Stacey Chiew. 

Fire Hose Donation 

We would like to thank Mr. Mohd. Razali bin 

Ahmad and his team from the Sandakan Fire 

and Rescue Department for donating used 

fire hoses for our bears.  

Fire hose is one of the important material in  

making enrichments. It can be used to make  

various types of enrichments such as Fire 

Hose Pocket, Hammock, Honey Comb, Bear 

Ball and Cube Pillow! 

The paintings of Little One or „Si Kecil‟ being displayed 
in BSBCC visitor centre. A fire hose hammock made by the keepers and  

volunteers for the bears to relax in their den. 

Students of KL Fairview International School painting 
the "Little One". 

Dr. Wong receiving fire hoses donated by the Sandakan 
Fire and Rescue Department. 
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The fire hose donation allows us to make more  
special enrichment for the bears.  


