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K udat is an adult male bear, that was taken 

from a mini zoo along with Panda, an adult 

female bear, where they had been displayed as 

giant pandas and fed one chicken a day.  

However, due to the limited area of forest  

enclosures in our Centre, Kudat had to remain in 

the bear house for two years. This just led to it  

being all the more emotional watching Kudat be 

retrained to touch the ground and go outside, as 

we knew he could, when previously, fear had kept 

him inside.  

For the month that I was volunteering at BSBCC, I 

was part of the group that observed Kudat in the 

training pen. This was probably the most rewarding 

part of my whole time with the bears, as not only 

did we observe his reactions to the outside, we 

were also able to move the food used as incentive 

to come outside around the area, depending on 

where we wanted him to go or how far he could  

actually stretch to reach it.   
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BEAR STORY 

KUDAT’S FREEDOM 



Kudat stepping down onto the ground was a 

perfect goodbye present for me, as I could 

see what spending just half an hour every 

day with a bear does for their  

confidence. I hope that when I come back, I 

will be seeing Kudat out in the enclosures 

outside!  

 

 

 

The lines of fruit radiating from his door were 

a visual display of his improvement. The  

other rewarding aspect was that we could 

see him walking more like a bear, with no 

unnatural stretching to keep his feet in the 

door to his night cage. Before the fence 

training, Kudat had been stressed, resulting 

in pacing and worrying his fur until he had 

bald patches on his legs and head, but now 

his fur is starting to grow back, making him 

look more like the beautiful sleek bear that 

he should be!  

The Sun Bear Voice     Mar/Apr 2018     vol.5, no.2                                                                                           2 

Kudat touched the ground.  

Unnatural stretching when he thinks his back feet are in 
his door. Condensed milk, honey, peanut butter and 
watermelon were favourites for Kudat!  



An adolescent female sun bear was rescued 

by Sabah Wildlife Department (SWD) on May 

2nd, 2012. She was named Ah Bui (Rescue 

No. 30), which means ―friend‖ in local Murut 

language. Ah Bui came to the BSBCC on the  

May 4th, 2012, when she was only two years 

old. She was originally from Sook  

village, Keningau. Ah Bui was kept by a  

person who almost sold her for the purpose 

of removing her gall bladder.    

Imagine if we had been too late to rescue 

her, she would have starved and have been 

painfully wounded. Sun bears are commonly 

hunted or killed in the wild for their gall 

bladders. Bear bile is used in traditional 

Asian medicine which can be useful for 

treating liver and gall bladder illnesses.  

Initial health checks showed her in good 

health with a weight of 25kg. 

One of the primary goals of BSBCC is to  

conserve sun bears through creating the  

capacity to rehabilitate and release suitable 

orphaned and ex-captive bears back into the 

wild. Ah Bui has been given a second chance 

to survive in the wild. BSBCC enables  

the rescued sun bears to live their life 

peacefully with the best of care. After 30 

days of quarantine, free from pain, with vet 

care and controlled nutrition, she had  

adjusted very well to life at the centre.  

Sun bear Ah Bui who arrived at BSBCC on  May 4th, 
2012 rescued from being exploited for her bear bile. 

It's a real pleasure to see her well adapted and enjoying 
herself in the new environment at bear house. 
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BEAR STORY 

AH BUI, THE FRIEND TO BE  

She is saying hello to her bear pals!   



On June 11th, 2013, Ah Bui and her friends 

took a huge step out the door for her first 

glimpse of tall trees and to sniff the fresh air 

out in the wild! Slowly, she started with  

digging and turning dead wood to look for  

termites. Ah Bui and  her friends are well  

suited to their environment. Her short hair 

allows her to survive in the tropical forest. 

S h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  d e s t r o y s  

anything. Sometimes she appears to be  

basking in the sun on a fallen decayed tree, 

absorbing the warmth of the sun‘s rays. She 

is more than happy to lie around. She has 

now learnt many of the forest skills that she 

would have naturally learned from her  

mother.   
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On July 4th, 2012, Ah Bui finally met her first 

bear friend, Debbie. The close relationship 

that developed between Ah Bui, Debbie and 

Fulung has still lasted to this day.   

Our rescued sun bears have access to the 

forest enclosure where they have tall trees to 

climb, a pool to cool off in, and iron wood to 

nap on. But when the rescued bears have 

stayed in a tiny cage for many years where 

they have lost the chance to experience  

simple things from the natural world, it can 

be challenging for them to step out to the  

forest. It requires considerable time and  

expense to restore the wild behavior of sun 

bears originally have that been victims of the 

illegal pet trade.  

 

How I love the forest and to play wrestle with my  
favourite friends!  

What we are doing to the forests of the world is but a 
mirror reflection of what we are doing to ourselves and 
to one another. -Mahatma Gandhi  

Ah Bui have long and curved sharp claws that help her in 
climb trees and scrape off tree barks for grubs!  

Gentle loving Ah Bui play fight style!!  



Please share the love. The rescued sun bears 

need to and deserve to live a wild bear life as 

any bear does. 
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Ah Bui is a skillful climber, aided by long 

sickle-shaped claws that help her climb to 

the top of the tree canopy. She‘s now very 

much enjoys climbing trees and has gained a 

lot of confidence and independence! She has 

been filmed climbing over to other forest  

enclosures through the trees five times! Ah 

Bui also loves to climb high and build a  

prefect sleeping nest. She is learning and  

experiencing that life can be great! She is 

well enough to go outside and enjoy every 

minute of every day. She enjoys the sheer 

pleasure of being alive. We can ensure that 

Ah Bui is ready for reintroduction. Ah Bui is 

healthy and she has developed sufficient  

survival skills and wild behavior to equip her 

for life in the forest. It is always great to see 

our rescued sun bears back in the forest 

where they belong.  

 

Sun bear plays a vital role in seed dispersal, forest  
doctor and forest engineer in maintaining the health of 

the forest ecosystem. 

Ah Bui loves digging soil and keep her busy all the time.  

When Ah Bui taking nap time, she loves to put some 
small pillow (pile millipede, leaves or branches) on her 
belly!!  



Enrichments are an essential part of the  

rehabilitation process for our bears.  People 

often ask ―what are enrichments?‖ An  

enrichment is a ‗toy‘ that we specially make 

for the bears in order to encourage their  

natural behaviours. BSBCC staff and  

volunteers make daily enrichments for  

Mamatai including objects such as wood 

swings, tyre swings, dead logs etc.  
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M amatai is one of our adult female 

bears, at about 17 years of age. The 

name Mamatai comes from the local Dusun 

language meaning ‗killer‘ and she earned this 

name due to her previous aggressive  

attitude. Mamatai was originally kept in 

Sepilok before being sent to the Lok Kawi 

Wildlife Zoo and she returned to Sepilok in 

November 2010 to join us here at BSBCC. 

Mamatai is a gorgeous bear with her  

beautiful grey eyes. However, she has  

unusually short legs compared to other bears 

and she moves around very slowly. We never 

thought such a round bear could become an 

expert in tree climbing, however Mamatai 

has surprised us and is one of the few bears 

who has learned how to build a nest using 

tree leaves and branches. Despite the tree 

nest being small and messy, she enjoys  

resting up there. Mamatai is our resident 

‗Yogi bear‘, as she loves doing various yoga 

poses when she is resting.    

BEAR STORY 

GET TO KNOW MAMATAI 



Sun bears climb in order to harvest honey 

from beehives and use their claws and  

canines to tear the tree trunks, leaving a  

cavity in the tree. This can provided nesting 

sites for other animals, such as hornbills and 

flying squirrel. Sun bears are also considered 

to be ‗forest doctors‘ as they help trees to 

stay healthy by controlling the population of  

termites. Last but not least, as a ‗forest  

farmers‘, they love digging, helping to mix the 

poor soil and the rich soil together, help  

enhancing the nutrient cycle.     

Although Mamatai is getting older, she is very 

much enjoying her life here at BSBCC. She  

continues to climb, building nests, forage and 

rest in the forest. The sun bear is a  

forest-dependent species and the forest is  

also dependent! Lets us say NO to illegal  

logging and protect their natural habitat for 

them! Let‘s become a voice for them and the 

actions we take can help them to have the life 

they deserved!  
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Mamatai really enjoys playing with the large 

variety of enrichments that we create for 

her.  On 14th August 2013 Mamatai and her 

friend (Wan Wan) were released into one of 

our forest enclosures ‗Pen D‘, for the first 

time. Although Wan Wan and Mamatai had 

been close friends since they both arrived at 

BSBCC, conflicts soon developed and  

resulted in Mamatai being relocated into ‗Pen 

H‘. Today Mamatai is a brave and  

independent bear who loves to spend her 

time resting on a large log in her enclosure.   

Mamatai‘s personality is extremely playful, 

which makes her a  perfect example of a sun 

bear who enjoys play in the forest. Many 

plants and trees hugely rely on sun bears to  

disperse the seeds. The sun bear consumes 

hundreds of varieties of fruits in the wild and 

as they travel they will leave the seeds and 

spread throughout the forest, which it gives 

the sun bear a title of ‗forest planter‘. Sun 

bears are also excellent climbers, able to 

reach the heights of up to 60 meters above 

the ground and this leads to their another 

role as a ‗forest engineers‘.  

Mamatai‟s nest 



BSBCC CORNER 

PANGOLIN SCULPTURE LAUNCHING  

The pangolin sculpture itself has been  

painstakingly created by a Sabahan artist 

Japson Wong, by recycling plastic materials 

from numerous common sources. The Sunda 

pangolin has been upgraded to a  

totally protected species in Sabah. This giant 

art pangolin sculpture reminds us to protect 

and stop hunting this little known species.  
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Mrs. Risnayati & Mrs. Sharon represented 

BSBCC for the launch of Pangolin  

awareness sculpture at Sandakan airport, 

Sandakan. Organized by Future Alam Borneo 

and Danau Girang Field Centre, this event 

was officiated by Datuk Hj Kamarlin Hj Ombi, 

Assistant Minister of Tourism, Culture and 

Environment, Sabah. The objective of this 

educational exhibit is to raise public  

awareness on the critical status of this shy 

personality creature in our rainforests, at this 

high traffic location that is the airport.  

This event was officiated by Datuk Hj Kamarlin Hj Ombi, 
Assistant Minister of Tourism, Culture and Environment, 
Sabah. 

Top: Mr. Anton Ngui, Chairman of Future Alam Borneo 
Society giving a welcoming speech. 
Middle: Dr. Benoit Goossens and Ms. Elisa Panjang  
sharing about the plight of this Sunda pangolin  
Bottom: This event was officiated by Datuk Hj Kamarlin 
Hj Ombi, Assistant Minister of Tourism, Culture and  
Environment, Sabah  

A pangolin awareness sculpture placed at Sandakan 
Airport, Sandakan, Sabah.  



BSBCC CORNER  

BSBCC EDUCATION TRAINING  
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The team was enlightened with all of these 

new knowledge and ideas, inspired us to 

think outside the box and learn how to  

deliver these important messages in an  

efficient way. we can implement in making 

education more fun and effective. Next will 

be planning our education activities for the 

coming year! BSBCC would like to  give a 

special thanks to the amazing Ms. Adeline 

Cruz for selflessly sharing her knowledge and  

experience throughout the 4-day sessions 

with us.   

 

A n education training workshop was   

conducted on the 15th -18th January 

2018 at BSBCC. Ten of our BSBCC staff had   

participated in the training session, which 

included psychology and methods of teaching  

audiences at different levels and  

backgrounds.  

 

Top: Group presentation after discussion. 
Bottom: Group photo with Ms. Adeline on the last day 
of the training at the visitor centre.  

Top: Ms. Adeline deliver her first talk on psychology of 
learning.  
Bottom: Group discussion.  



B SBCC was invited to do an awareness 

programme on sun bears in Sandakan 

Vision School on the February 7th, 2018. 

Approximately 80 students, aged between 

seven to nine years old were invited to be 

involved in this programme and they were 

all very excited and eager to learn more 

about sun bears. The programme began 

with an introduction session by Ms.  

Gloria, our Environmental Education  

Executive followed by Mrs. Sharon‘s  

introduction to our sun bear mascot. Our 

sun bear mascot, Sunny, was present to 

help the students understand better about 

physical characteristics of a sun bear. After 

that Ms. Melynda conducted a "Who Am I?" 

wildlife guessing game before Mrs.  

Risnayati played a short video about sun 

bears. We also set up a display booth at the 

school. All of the students enjoyed their 

time in learning about the environment and 

wildlife species through exhibitions. We 

hope that they will gain more knowledge on 

the importance of protecting the  

environment and our precious wildlife  

species. Thanks for inviting us!  

 

OUTREACH PROGRAMME 

VISION SCHOOL SANDAKAN 
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Top: Wildlife game conducted by Ms. Melynda. Middle:  
video show session with Mrs. Risnayati followed by Q&A 
session with the students. 
Bottom: A token of  appreciation from vision school to 
BSBCC‟s team  

Sharon giving an introduction on sun bears to the  
students.  



O ne of the BSBCC core values is to  

increase public awareness and  

activism on the high standard of animal 

welfare, as it is such a big part and will 

hugely impacted on our wildlife, as well as 

enhancing these important messages and 

increasing awareness about these crucial 

battles to protect our special little sun bear 

(as the numbers are speedily decreasing), 

forest and our children's future. We were 

delightfully be invited by HUTAN-KOCP to 

carried out this outreach educational  

program from Kampung Sangau,  

Kinabatangan district from February 26th to 

28th, 2018. 

School that benefited by this program are 

SK. Sangau, SK Suan Lamba and SMK 

Bukit Garam. There were representatives 

from Sabah Wildlife Department who were 

also invited to be participated in this  

program along with us. In this program, 

there were a lot of activities, including 

talks, a video show and exhibition booths. 

We would liked to give a big thanks to our 

partners HUTAN-KOCP for inviting BSBCC 

to give and share the information   

regarding to the foreseeable dangers which 

sun bears are facing. We aim to develop 

the idea and provide the knowledge that 

meets the needs, to recover healthy,  

diverse, productive jungle for all of us,  

protecting and repopulate the remaining 

rare species now and for our future  

generation. We would liked to use this  

opportunity to give thanks for everyone‘s 

limitless support. 

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

OUTREACH PROGRAMME–COMMUNITY PROGRAM (KINABATANGAN 
DISTRICT)   

Humans are protectors of these defenseless  

animals, and we hope ‗Friends of the Sun Bear‘ 

will act as the first line of defense when it 

comes to wildlife conservation.‖ 
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Table 1: List of group that visited to BSBCC in 

January and February 2018. 

School  No. 

Pax 

Date 

Community college  

Sandakan 

33 5th Feb  

Releigh Borneo  4 18th Feb 

UMS (Forestry) 7 23rd Feb 

RDC Intern 12 28th Feb 

Group photo. 

The students were interested watching videos on sun bear 
played on the monitor screen at BSBCC booth.  

Ms. Gloria (Environmental Education Executive)  
delivery her talk on sun bear.  



I t was an honor to welcome Malaysian  

actress, Tan Sri Michelle Yeoh to our  

centre on February 3rd, 2018. BSBCC's CEO 

and Founder, Dr. Wong Siew Te brought her 

for an interpretative tour around the centre 

and observe the sun bears in the forest  

enclosure. It was our pleasure to host her 

visit and hope it was a memorable one!  
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NOTABLE VISITOR  

TAN SRI MICHELLE YEOH  

Dr. Wong and WRU staff accompanying Tan Sri Michelle 
Yeoh to the Centre.  

Top: Dr. Wong explaining about the sun bear‟s  
distribution in Southeast Asia.  
Middle: Observing the bear sleeping on tree from the  
observation platform.  
Bottom: BSBCC presenting a momento to Tan Sri 
Michelle Yeoh.  



VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS 

B SBCC currently houses 44  

rescued sun bears in our two 

bear houses and a quarantine  

facility. Each day, the once captive 

sun bears are provided with ample 

food and activities to stimulate 

healthy bear behavior. Volunteers 

and interns help our keepers 

achieve our goals in looking after 

the welfare of these bears and  

helping them in their rehabilitation 

process.  

 

BSBCC Volunteer Programme 

 

BSBCC continues to receive help 

from volunteers across the globe. 

The BSBCC volunteer program,  

conducted in collaboration with APE 

Malaysia ,  has been act i ve  

throughout January and February 

2018. Volunteers in this program 

were supervised by BSBCC staff 

with much-appreciated assistance 

from the APE Malaysia team.  

Besides helping the keepers in  

caring for the bears at the  

Centre, volunteers also helped to 

spread awareness on the plights of 

sun bears through the education 

booth at our visitor Centre. 

   

Internship at BSBCC 

 

BSBCC welcomes students from  

local and international institutions 

for their internship at the Centre. 

Interns will have the opportunity to 

learn about the rehabilitation of 

once captive sun bears. Interns will 

also study the importance of bear 

enrichment and of cleanliness of the 

facility. They will also study the  

behavior of this little known species. 

If you would like to make a difference and  

enjoy the experience of a lifetime, please join us. 

Learn about our volunteer programme on our  

website www.bsbcc.org.my/volunteer.html or 

email us at  info.bsbcc@gmail.com for further  

enquiries. 

 

Wong Siew Te, CEO and Founder of BSBCC 

Email: wongsiew@hotmail.com  

 

Name Volunteer       

/Interns  

Country Duration 

Sarah  

Beberg 

Volunteer  Sweden  7th Jan - 7th 

Feb  

Emma  

Petterson  

Volunteer   Sweden  7th Jan  - 7th 

Feb  

Olivia 

Carleen 

Phoon  

Volunteer  Malaysia 15th Jan—

29th Jan 

Melynda 

Cheok  

Volunteer  Malaysia 14th Jan—

21st Jan  

Alicia Paula 

Magilin  

Volunteer Malaysia 4th Feb —

18th Feb 

Britt-Marie 

Tikkala 

Volunteer  Sweden  6th Feb—

20th Feb 

 

 

Timothy Ng 

Cheok Fung  

Volunteer  Australia  6th Feb—

17th Feb  

Natalie 

Mary Rose 

Philips  

Volunteer  British  6th Feb—

17th Feb  

Table 2: List of volunteers and interns in Jan and  

Feb 2018.  
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Group photo with BSBCC‟s volunteers. 



VOLUNTEERS STORIES  

MY BORNEAN ADVENTURE  

H aving just graduated with a degree in 

animal behaviour and wildlife  

conservation, I decided to take a gap year 

in order to gain practical experience  

working with wildlife before continuing on 

to postgraduate education. For me, the 

decision to volunteer at The Bornean Sun 

Bear Conservation Centre was an easy 

one. Simply put, I am crazy about bears, 

and I believe there is something incredibly 

special about the Bornean sun bear. My 

love of bears began in 2016 when I spent 

3 months working with American black 

bears in Minnesota. I learnt so much about 

black bear behaviour, ecology and  

conservation during my time in America, 

and I was sure this experience had left me 

well prepared for my time with the sun 

bears. How wrong I was! 

By the end of my first morning at The  

Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre I  

realized that black bears and sun bears could 

not be more different. Although they are small, 

sun bears have a much bigger attitude than 

black bears, and are not afraid to let you know 

when they want something! I quickly learnt that 

each of the 44 rescued bears at the BSBCC 

have completely individual personalities, and 

for me, the best part of my volunteering  

experience was getting to know each bear. I 

spent a total of 2 months with the bears,  

allowing me to gain the trust of many as I  

provided care for them on a daily basis.  

However not all of the bears reacted well to me, 

and some would bark at me as I passed their 

enclosures. For me, this was an important  

reminder that when you work with wildlife you 

must respect each animal as an individual, each 

with their own likes, dislikes and emotions. 

 

I settled into the daily routine at the BSBCC  

incredibly quickly. Everybody was so friendly 

and welcoming, and I immediately felt able to 

ask any questions I had, or ask for help when I 

needed it. The atmosphere in the bear house 

was fantastic; although the work was often  

difficult and dirty, everybody was always  

smiling, and the days passed by too  

quickly.  
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Preparing an enrichment called „stick paradox‟. 

Working together to build the new hammock bed.  



The BSBCC team was made up of people 

of all ages and backgrounds, but we were 

all bought together by a shared love of 

bears and passion for wildlife  

conservation, and everybody worked well 

together. By far the most important part 

of the job was creating enrichments for 

the bears. Enrichments can be anything 

designed to stimulate the bears, provide a 

challenge and add interest into their  

everyday lives. Popular daily enrichments 

included nest balls, which were tightly tied 

bundles of vegetation with tasty snacks in 

the middle, stick paradox, which involved 

smearing sticks which strong smelling 

treats such as peanut butter and honey, 

and ice blocks, excellent for cooling down 

a hot bear in the heat of the afternoon.  

In addition to the smaller enrichments 

which we would make on a daily basis, I 

also got the opportunity to be involved in a 

larger enrichment project during my time 

at the BSBCC. Together with bear keepers 

Roger and Brandon, I helped build a new 

hammock-style bed for the bears, entirely 

from scratch. I had never done any  

construction work before so I learnt many 

new skills during this process, and was 

surprised to find myself thoroughly  

enjoying the hard work.  

Moreover, there is no feeling more rewarding 

than watching a bear enjoy an enrichment 

which you worked hard to make.  In addition to 

my day to day duties in the bear house, I also 

got the amazing opportunity to assist with two 

bear health checks and be directly involved in 

the fence training process for Phin, one of the 

rescued sun bears. Each bear gets a full  

medical check once a year to ensure they are in 

good health, and my role during the checks was 

to record the bear‘s measurements and take a 

print of each of the bear‘s paws. This was a big 

responsibility, and I felt honored to be trusted 

with these tasks. Likewise, it was an honour to 

be able to assist with Phin‘s fence training, a 

vital stage of the rehabilitation process as each 

bear must pass the training before they can 

safely enter the forest enclosure. Each day Phin 

would make a little bit more progress in his 

journey into the outside world, although he was 

very nervous and would often retreat to the 

safety of his inside area. Sadly I did not get to 

see Phin make into the forest enclosure during 

my time in Borneo, but I have since heard that 

he has made tremendous improvements and 

has gone down to the bottom of his ramp, and I 

am so proud of him.  

To anyone considering volunteering at the 

BSBCC, I cannot recommend it enough.  

Travelling to Borneo was one of the best  

decisions I have ever made, and my only regret 

is that I did not stay longer! It is amazing how 

quickly you become attached to the sun bears, 

they are truly incredible animals full of fun and 

mischief. Similarly, the BSBCC team are also 

incredible, and I know I have been lucky 

enough to make many friends for life during my 

stay in Borneo. This is a vital time, not just for 

sun bears, but for all wildlife. The time to act is 

now. Raise awareness, donate, volunteer – 

please do what you can to help save the sun 

bear while we still can!    
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Along enjoying his new bed.  

The BSBCC team– Thank you for everything! 



VOLUNTEERS STORIES  

MY AMAZING VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE  

M y name is Sara, I am 19 years old 

and from Stockholm, Sweden. I am 

in my final year studying animal care and I 

got the opportunity to come to Borneo and  

volunteer at BSBCC through my school as 

an internship/scholarship for five weeks. It 

is definitely a decision I don‘t regret! This 

experience has been one of the most  

challenging things I have ever done, but 

also one of the best. The warm weather 

and humidity is not easy to handle for a 

Swede and combined with the work is 

sometimes hard. But knowing that I get to 

help the bears and take care of them 

makes it all worth it and after a while, you 

get used to constantly being sweaty and 

red in the face.  

The work every day is usually very similar 

due to the set daily routines. We either 

work in the bear house or in the kitchen, 

which means cleaning cages or preparing 

food for the bears. Other than that, we 

feed the bears inside and outside, make 

enrichments for them or other activities 

such as collecting banana leaves for the 

bears. The enrichments consist of hiding 

fruit in leaves or fire hose with peanut  

butter or honey. This is good for the bears 

because they have to use their nose and 

try to find the food, encouraging their  

natural behaviour. This will help them 

learn to find food in the wild. We usually 

make enrichment every day in order to 

stimulate the bears and keep them  

entertained. 
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This is an enrichment we made that we named 
“bjornflotte” (bear raft) where we used bamboo and hid dog 
treats inside. 

Wawa, Dodop and Noah enjoying coconuts.  



It is so much fun to watch the bears play 

with their enrichment and you can tell they 

appreciate it, which makes the work really 

rewarding. I have fallen in love with sun 

bears, even though I didn‘t even know 

they existed before I came here. They are 

such incredible animals, they‘re so playful, 

intelligent, and adorable. Have you ever 

seen a sun bear eat a coconut? It is the 

cutest thing you will ever see in your life. 

After a few weeks, I had learned their 

names and their different personalities and 

I feel like I have really gotten to know the 

bears. It is so tragic that the reason why 

there aren‘t a lot of sun bears left in the 

wild is because of us humans. 

I am really impressed with the staff  

working at BSBCC, their dedication and 

everything that they do to help the sun 

bears. They really want what‘s best for the 

bears and do everything they can to  

rehabilitate them and take care of them in 

the best way possible. Everyone is  

extremely friendly and helpful and they 

make work so much more fun. Right from 

the start we were welcomed into their 

team and it has been great getting to 

know everyone.  

They were always considerate when we weren‘t 

used to the heat and needed breaks sometimes 

and they taught us everything we needed to 

know about the bear house and the bears, 

which was really nice. The staff and the bears 

are definitely what I will miss the most about 

Borneo, and I will be so sad to leave everyone.  

 

Even though it has been tough from time to 

time, with the heat, the hard work and when I 

had the flu for a week, it has been the most 

amazing time and it was so worth it. The ups 

and downs and all I have experienced here 

have made me grow as a person and I know 

that I can handle more than I think. During my 

five weeks here, I have learned so much about 

animal rehabilitation, this country with its cul-

ture and people and the importance of hard 

work. I am super grateful to my school for 

sending me here and to BSBCC for doing an 

amazing job for the sun bears! 

I will miss everyone so incredibly much and I 

hope I can come back and visit soon! :)   
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My friend Emma from school and our buddy Brandon (the 
best buddy ever!)  



VOLUNTEERS STORIES  

AN INTERNSHIP OUT OF THE ORDINARY  

M y name is Emma Pettersson, I am 18 

years old, from Sweden. I study  

animal care in Stockholm and I´m in my 

final year of a 3-year education. I got the  

opportunity to volunteer at the Bornean 

Sun Bear Conservation Centre through a 

scholarship from my school and it is also a  

part of the internship that is included in 

my education. I left Sweden, along with 

my classmate Sara, to volunteer for 5 

weeks. 

Before I came to Borneo I had never  

visited Asia, experienced high humidity or 

worked in this kind of heat before.  

Everything was new to me, not only the 

climate but also the culture, the food and 

so forth. I was a bit nervous before  

coming here. I wasn´t sure what to expect 

or how to behave towards the staff. As 

soon I got here however, I realized that 

when it came to the people, there was 

nothing to worry about. They were all very 

nice and welcoming, and they made me 

feel comfortable. The climate on the other 

hand, did the opposite and I have been 

running around looking like a ―sweaty  

tomato-face‖ for weeks. It was totally 

worth it though! 

The daily routines at the BSBCC included 

feeding, cleaning and making enrichments 

for the bears. The work was challenging at 

first and the staff kept asking me if I was 

OK, because I probably looked like I was 

going to pass out at any moment. I quickly 

got used to the routines (not the heat 

though) and slowly started to learn the 

names of the bears. The part I enjoyed the 

most was making enrichments and  

watching the bears play with them. Once I 

spent enough time in the bear house I 

started to see the different behaviours and 

characteristics with each individual bear 

and it made it even more fun to create 

special enrichment for them.  

Sara and I got to make our own enrichment 

and decide which bear we wanted to give it to. 

Our enrichment was made out of bamboo and 

had treats hidden inside it. We also made 

smaller enrichments daily, such as nest balls, 

where we tied a bunch of leaves around a core 

of treats into a ball.  

We only have a few more days at the  

centre before we have to go back to  

Sweden, it‘s crazy how fast 5 weeks went by. It 

has been an honor to work alongside the bear 

keepers and the rest of the staff at the BSBCC, 

who all do an amazing job. It has been my 

pleasure to get to know the people and the 

bears during my time here, hopefully I have 

made some friends.  

Me, Sara and our awesome buddy Brandon. 

The Sun Bear Voice     Mar/Apr 2018     vol.5, no.2                                                                                           18 

Making nestballs . 



Even though it was extremely sad to hear 

about the bears´ backgrounds and the 

traumatic experiences they‘ve been put 

through, the atmosphere in the bear house 

remains positive. I didn‘t know much 

about sun bears before I came to Borneo 

but during my time here I´ve come to  

appreciate them and have learned a lot, 

they are truly amazing animals.  

 

Unfortunately, I haven‘t been able to get to 

know all 44 bears as well as I would have  

wanted, there just wasn´t enough time.  

However, I did get to see many different  

personalities and that each individual is  

different. Huge shout-out to the staff at BSBCC 

for doing everything you do and for being so 

positive and passionate about your job, I found 

it inspiring to see how much you care. Hopefully 

the BSBCC can continue to educate the public 

and make a difference for the bears for many 

years to come. Thank you for these amazing 5 

weeks, I will bring many great memories with 

me back to Sweden.    
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 A pot of honey  
 

BSBCC ADOPTION PROGRAMME  

W elcome a sun bear into your family, 

class, club or corporation by adopting a 

sun bear or buying a gift of sun bear  

medicine, food, or toys to show you care and 

support the valuable work of BSBCC. 

 

Adopting a bear is a great way to learn about 

sun bears while helping BSBCC meet the costs 

of rehabilitation. Funds raised by the adoption 

program are used to better the lives of all 

bears.  

Gifts With Meaning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out how to adopt a sun bear from our 

website:   

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt-a-

bear.html 

 

Share Bear  

Choose one of the sun bears:  

 

List of adopters in Jan and Feb 2018:  

 

1. Sally Burge 

2. Josh Hedley-Dent 

3. Mellisa Hampton  

4. Lucy Langston  

5. Rasmus Von Bahr 

6. Rebecca Rae 

7. Andre Strobel  

8. Scient Synergy 

PLT 

9. Sean Finch  

10. Adam Peryer  

11. Carolyn Curtis  

12. Lisa Ringen  

13. Daniel Jacobs  

14. Jessie Lee 

15. Elise Parker  

16. Mette Tesen & 

Martin Tesen 

17. Louise  

18. Kenneth Ng 

19. Miss M De Laney 

20. Heidi Krajewsky  

21. Jessica Garzaniti 

22. Oralee Skeath 

23. Mariel & Ruby  

24. Ariane & Sean 

 

An enrichment toy 
 

Food for 1 week 

Medication for 1 year  

25. Stefannie    

Preuss 

26. Rhys Scarrott 

27. Chuan Kwong 

Loh 

28. Wai Peun Mok  

29. Rince Bekman & 

Ronald Kleemans  

30. Viv Campbell 

31. Oscar Campbell  

32. Bethany  

     Johnson 

33. Agnes Lindner  

34. Boon Teong                     

Khoo   

35. Leonie  

36. Margaux 

37. Ruby 

38. Kimberly  

39. Debra  

40. Stacey  

41. Gia Shaw  

42. Joan  

43. Claran & Susan  
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A hammock 

Damai 

Fulung Kudat 

Kuamut 

Montom 

Boboi Kitud  Mary  

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt.html
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt.html


BSBCC also featured in the following online news and newspapers:  

 

 

 Survival  of  the endangered.  Yahoo Singapore  News.  6th  January  2018.  https://

sg.news.yahoo.com/survival-endangered-002609224.html  

 

 74,000 visit sun bear centre. Daily Express. 19th January 2018. 

 

 Author mulls 2nd edition:  ‘Pre-War Images of North Borneo’. Daily Express. 31st 

January 2018. 

 

 Man jailed 2 years, fined RM50,000 for having sun bear’s parts. Daily Express. 31st 

January 2018. http://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news.cfm?NewsID=122629  

 

 Man jailed 2 years, fined RM50,000 for having sun bear’s parts. Daily Express. 31st 

January 2018. 

 

 Man jailed, fined for possessing sun bear’s body parts. Borneo Post. 31st January 

2018. 

 

 Bond Girl, Michelle Yeoh Praises Sabah’s Wildlife Conservation Feats. Borneo  

Today. 4th February 2018. https://www.borneotoday.net/bond-girl-michelle-yeoh-praises-

sabahs-wildlife-conservation-feats/ 

 

 Author mulls 2nd edition: ’Pre-War Images of North Borneo‘. Daily Express. 31st  

January 2018. 
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https://sg.news.yahoo.com/survival-endangered-002609224.html
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/survival-endangered-002609224.html
http://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news.cfm?NewsID=122629
https://www.borneotoday.net/bond-girl-michelle-yeoh-praises-sabahs-wildlife-conservation-feats/
https://www.borneotoday.net/bond-girl-michelle-yeoh-praises-sabahs-wildlife-conservation-feats/


74,000 visit sun bear centre, Daily Express, 19th January 2018. 

BSBCC IN THE NEWS  
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Bond Girl, Michelle Yeoh praises Sabah’s Wildlife Conservation feats, Borneo today, 4th Feb 2018. 

BSBCC IN THE NEWS  
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Whether it is for you or a gift for your loved ones, all purchases help us to protect, save and  

enrich the lives of the endangered sun bears.  

Fisherman Hat  

Colour  : Khaki  

Cost     : MYR 31.80  

Save Sun Bear T-shirt 

Colour: Green 

Sizes  : Adult XL, L, M, 

S,     XS    
Kid XL, L, M, S, XS  

Cost: Adult MYR 37.00 

 Polo T-shirt 
Colour : Black, Grey 

Sizes   : Adult XXXL,   

XXL, XL, L, M, S, XS     
Cost     : MYR 55.00 

 Sun Bear Chest-Mark 

           T-shirt 
Colour : Black 

Sizes   : Adult XXL, 
XXXL, XL, L, M,  S, XS 

Cost   : MYR 41.50 

If you are interested in purchasing our merchandises, please click here to fill up our order 

form. 

  

Terms and conditions:  

1. No cancellation upon confirmation of purchase. 

2. Price shown are inclusive of GST 6%. Additional charges for shipping will be incurred. 

Cap  

Colour: Khaki, Black, 

            Grey         

Cost   : MYR 26.50  

  Save Sun Bear T-shirt 

Colour: Black, Green,              

White  

Sizes : Adult XL, L, M, 
S, XS 

 Cost  : MYR 41.50 

Wooden  

Keychain 
Cost : MYR 9.50  

Rattan  

Bracelet  
Cost : MYR 19.00  

      Car Sticker  
          Cost : MYR 5.30  
          

Embroidery  

Badge 

Cost : MYR 15.90 

Canvas Bag  

Colour   : Beige  

Cost   : MYR 40.00   

BEAR SHOP 

MERCHANDISES  

 Bear Cartoon  

Magnet card  
Cost : MYR 2.50 

Size : 9cm(H)x5.5cm(L) 
    Debbie Magnet             

Card  
Cost: MYR 2.50 

Size : 9cm(H)x5.5cm(L) 

        Tongue T-shirt 
Colour : Black, Military 

green, brown, blue  

Size (Adult) :XXXL,XXL, 
XL, L, M, S, XS 

Cost : MYR 41.50 

Sizes (Kids) : XS,S,M,L,XL 

Colour : Pink, Blue  

Cost : MYR 37.00  

Hand-made Bear Clay   

Cost :MYR88.00 (medium) 

Size 6.8cm(L)x5.5cm(W)x4cm(H) 

     MYR55.00 (small) 

Size 3.3cm(L)x2.4cm(W)x4cm(H) 

 Colour samples 
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Bear Walking                Coins Bag 
 

Cost : MYR 45.00           Cost : MYR 25.00 

Size:30cm(H)x8cm(L)    Size: 9.5cm(H)x9.5cm(L) 
Bear Standing  

Cost : MYR 40.00 

Size:19cm(H)x8cm(L)   

Bear Sitting  

Cost : MYR 37.10 

Size: 17cm(H)x8cm(L) 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/shop.html


What can you do to help  the  

sun bears? 

 

 Do not support any wildlife trade 

 Contact us if you find any illegal  

activities (poaching, trading, etc) 

 Learn more about sun bears and 

their habitat 

 Follow us on Facebook and help us 

spread the word 

 Donate through our website  

 Adopt a bear through our website, 

or at our Centre 

B SBCC‘s work would never been possible  

without in-kind and financial support from  

various individuals and agencies. We acknowledge 

the continuous support from the following  

contributors:  

 

 Public donation from BSBCC donation box 

 Susan Mitler  

 Lydia Ho 

 Whitney Green  

 Colin Davidson  

 Robert Collinge  

 Kerryl Harris  

 Shelley Tozer 

 Modere Australia PTY  

 Noah Dingle  

 Leong Siew Eng  

 Latin Isabel Association of Malaysia (LLAM) 

 

 

If you would like to make a direct  

donation to BSBCC, you can do so via one of these 

methods:   

 

 Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre 

Sdn Bhd (BSBCC) - Donate any amount  

directly to BSBCC through our paypal account 

by clicking the donate button on our website: 

www.bsbcc.org.my 

 Wong Siew Te – Send an email to our CEO 

and Founder, Mr. Wong Siew Te, for further  

inquiries on donating directly to us at 

wongsiew@hotmail.com  
 

DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS  
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BORNEAN SUN BEAR  

CONSERVATION CENTRE 

(BSBCC) 

Location address:  

Mile 14, Jalan Sepilok, Off Jalan  

Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,  

Malaysia 

Postal address:  

PPM 219, Elopura, 90000 Sandakan, 

Sabah, Malaysia 

 

Tel:  

+6 089 534 491     

Website: 

www.bsbcc.org.my   

facebook.com/sunbear.bsbcc/ 

 instagram.com/bsbcc 

E-mail:  

info.bsbcc@gmail.com 

With contributions of information & text from 

Chiew Lin May 

Bronwyn Nyrie Watkins  

Eva Muir 

Emma Petterson 

Sara Boberg 

Risnayati Lammu  

Seng Yen Wah 

Gloria Ganang 

Melynda Cheok 

 

Proofreading / English editor :  

Lori Bull  

Teresa Fung Wing Ka  

 

Compiled & edited by  

Sharon Joseph  

 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/donate.html

