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Introduction 
 
Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC) was established in 2008 as a 
collaborative project between Sabah Forestry Department (SFD), Sabah Wildlife 
Department (SWD), Land Empowerment Animals People (LEAP) and Malaysian sun bear 
researcher Wong Siew Te. Located at Sepilok, near Sandakan on Sabah’s east coast, 
the Centre aims to carry out sun bear conservation, education, research and 
rehabilitation and provide an improved long term living environment for confiscated 
bears that cannot be released back into the wild. The Centre has capacity for 46 bears 
in two bear houses, a quarantine building and six forested enclosures. At the end of 
2014, 35 bears were housed at BSBCC. 
 
Major milestones in 2014 included the soft opening of BSBCC to the public on 16th 
January and the grand opening on 9th and 10th October 2014. Over 48,000 visitors 
came to BSBCC during the year, testament to BSBCC’s hard work and growing public 
and conservation profile. 
 

Operations 
 

BSBCC Board of Directors 

Wong Siew Te (Founder and CEO of BSBCC), Mr. Frederick Kugan (Deputy Director of 
SFD) and Mr. Augustine Tuuga (Deputy Director of SWD) remained as BSBCC Directors. 
Cynthia Ong (Founder and CEO of LEAP) stepped down as BSBCC Director on 11th 
November 2014. 

 

Meetings with Partners 

Throughout the year, three meetings were held between partners LEAP, SFD and SWD, 
on 18th March, 17th July and 30th October 2014. During the last board meeting, LEAP 
officially phased out as a BSBCC partner. We would like to express our greatest 
gratitude to LEAP for all the help they provided throughout the years since the 
establishment of BSBCC. We couldn’t have gone this far without their help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A group photo with board members and LEAP and BSBCC staff after the board meeting on 30th 

October 2014. 
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Staffing 

During 2014, 12 new staff joined the team and four staff left as shown below, leaving a 
total of 19 staff at the end of the year.  
 

Name Post Date Joined Date left 

Faironytha Pius Ticketing cum shopkeeper 2 Jan - 

Lester Elis Ticketing cum shopkeeper 2 Jan - 

Jeffrey Kassim Ticketing cum shopkeeper 2 Jan 30 Apr 

Vendy Joseph Ticketing cum shopkeeper 2 Jan 30 Mar 

Genevie Gikun Assistant Education Officer 2 Jan 30 Mar 

Leslina Elis Executive Assistant 2 Jan 30 Apr 

A. Rahim A. Kahar Ticketing cum shopkeeper 7 Apr - 

Rabecca Kimlaw Ticketing cum shopkeeper 21 Apr - 

Risnayati Lammu Environmental Education Officer 6 May - 

Mohd. Rizan bin 

Osman 

Finance & Human Resource 

Executive 
21 Apr 

- 

Tan Wei Cheng Centre Coordinator 1 Jul - 

Reckly Ak Engau Centre Technician 2 Jul - 

 
 
 

STAFF ORGANISATION CHART AT THE END OF 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Education

GLORIA M. GANANG

Executive

Finance & Human Resource

MOHD RIZAN B. OSMAN

RISNAYATI BT. LAMMU

Officer

Volunteering Program

TAN WEI CHENG

Centre Coordinator

Centre Technician

SWD, SFD, LEAP & BSBCC

Board of Directors

WONG SIEW TE

Chief Executive Officer

Operation, Maintenance & 

Reintroduction

TEE THYE LIM

Executive

CHIEW LIN MAY

Officer

RECKLY AK ENGAU

INTERNAL AUDIT

LESTER ELIS

FAIRONYTHA PIUS

ONGKIM AK ANYOH

General Workers

Sales & Administration

ERNI WAHYUNI BT. TRIMO

Executive

DAVID B. TAIR

AZZRY B. DUSAIN

Bear Keeper

MIZUNO MEREK MEN

RONNY B. JUMAHAT

TOMMY B. JOHNNY

REBECCA BT. KIMLAW

A. RAHIM B. A. KAHAR

Ticketing cum Shopkeeper

Executive

Advisory
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 A camera trap image of Natalie approaching one of the sun bear traps 

set up in the forest. 

Bear Arrivals  

The completion of Bear House 2 by the end of 2013 allowed more rescued sun bears to 
move in to BSBCC. In 2014, a total of 9 new bears settled into our facility which made 
a total of 35 bears at the end of the year. All bears were rescued by Sabah Wildlife 
Department’s Wildlife Rescue Unit. Health checks were conducted for newly arrived 
bears and all were quarantined for a month before being integrated with existing bears. 
Details of new bears are as follows: 

 

 

Bear Escape 

A 4 year old female sun bear, Natalie, 
escaped from the BSBCC enclosure on 
23rd July 2014, by climbing a 40m 
high tree branch connecting with a 
branch outside her enclosure. She 
then ranged freely in the adjoining 
Sepilok-Kabili Forest Reserve. A 
search and recapture team 
comprising staff of BSBCC, SWD and 
the Wildlife Rescue Unit started 
operations immediately after the 
escape. A total of 8 sun bear traps 
and 11 camera traps were set up 
around the Reserve to aid in the 
operation. Natalie was seen coming 
back to BSBCC 4 weeks after her escape. A modified trap set up on the cage in the 
bear house managed to trap Natalie back to the facility on 29th August – 37 days after 
she escaped. 
 

Bear Death 

This year BSBCC lost a sub-adult female sun bear, Koko. Before residing at BSBCC, 
Koko was a house pet held by an individual in the Keningau district. She was rescued 
and sent to the Centre in 2012. Koko’s death was due to respiratory failure caused by a 
chronic lung infection. A durian seed found stuck in her esophagus had worsened her 
condition. She died on 17th August 2014. 

 

 
 

No. Bear  Age Sex Origin Date of arrival 

1. Sunbearo 1 year M Tawau 10 March  

2. Ronnie1 9 years  M Tawau 10 March  

3. Sigalung 7 years  M Sipitang 10 March  

4. Phin 7 years  M Sipitang 10 March  

5. Diana 9 years  F Tawau 10 March  

6. Loki 1 year  F Ranau 24 March  

7. Chin 8 years  F Tawau 22 July  

8. Ronnie2 10 months  F Unknown 15 July  

9. Susie2 4 years  F Keningau 15 July  



6 

 

Volunteers 
 

Bear Action Teams (BATs) Volunteer Groups 

The BATs programme continued to run successfully throughout 2014 with a total of 5 
groups (73 individuals) participating from Outlook Expeditions. 

 
The project for the BATs volunteer programme was to build a 340m perimeter 
boardwalk for the proposed new forest enclosure that surrounds the second bear house. 
Building work was supervised by architect intern from Arkitrek, Jonathan Dolan. 

 

Individual Volunteers 

Individual volunteers continued to play an 
important role at BSBCC, assisting with 
enrichment, feeding and cleaning, facility 
maintenance and education. They are also 
important ambassadors especially in 
promoting awareness of sun bears in their 
respective countries. A total of 30 
individual volunteers from 9 countries 
worked at BSBCC in 2014, out of a grand 
total of 129 individual volunteers who have 
contributed to the Centre since its 
establishment (See Appendix I). 

 
 
 
 

No. Group No. of volunteers Duration 

1 Bury St. Edmund 14 16 – 20 Jul 

2 Desborough 14 19 – 25 Jul 

3 Farlingaye 14 24 – 30 Jul 

4 Beaconsfield T1 17 31 Jul – 5 Aug 

5 Beaconsfield T2 14 6 – 11 Aug 

Left: Desborough Team at the working site Right: Farlingaye Team, one of Bear Action Team (BATs) volunteer group 

that helped the Centre build perimeter boardwalk for the new forest enclosure. 

 

Wong Wai Ying (left), a local Malaysian volunteer helping 

Animal Keeper, Azzry (right) to make a sleeping hammock for 

the sun bears. 
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Significant Events 
 

BSBCC Soft Opening 

BSBCC successfully held a soft opening ceremony on 16th January 2014. The ceremony 
was officiated by Datuk Sam Mannan, Director of Sabah Forestry Department, Datuk Dr. 
Laurentius Ambu, Director of Sabah Wildlife Department and Cynthia Ong, Director and 
CEO of Land Empowerments Animals People (LEAP). The event was also celebrated with 
family, friends, and supporters of BSBCC since its establishment. BSBCC was opened to 
the public for the very first time on that day. Visitors can now observe sun bears 
roaming in their natural habitat. This has also opened doors for public to be aware 
about the forgotten bear species and the importance of protecting their habitat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top: Datuk Dr. Laurentius Ambu, Cynthia Ong, and Datuk Sam Mannan officiating BSBCC’s soft opening to the public. Bottom left:  

Datuk Dr. Laurentius Ambu viewing sun bears from the observation platform accompanied by Mr. Wong Siew Te.  Bottom centre: Mr. 

Wong presenting his   welcoming speech to guests during the event. Bottom right: Visitors viewing sun bears in the forest enclosure 

from the observation platform.  
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BSBCC Grand Opening & 50th Anniversary of Sepilok Orangutan 

Rehabilitation Centre (SORC) 

Nine months after its soft opening to the public in January 2014, BSBCC celebrated its 
Grand Opening on the 9th and 10th October together with the celebration of Sepilok 
Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre’s 50th Anniversary. The 2-day event was officiated by 
Datuk Seri Panglima Masidi Manjun, Minister of Tourism, Culture and Environment 
Sabah. Other activities held during the event were exhibitions by NGOs that work to 
protect wildlife in Sabah, a photography contest and various fun arts competitions to 
raise awareness about wildlife.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Top: BSBCC’s CEO and Founder, Mr.Wong Siew Te presenting a gift of appreciation to Datuk Seri Panglima Masidi Manjun. Bottom 

left: Datuk Seri Panglima Masidi Manjun during the cutting ribbon ceremony before entering BSBCC’s visitor centre. Bottom centre: 

The Bobohizan (or spirit medium) spirit appeasing ceremony took place during BSBCC’s Grand Opening. Bottom right: School 

students making a sun bear collage out of natural materials. 
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Infrastructure Development 
 

Interpretative Signboards 

Interpretative signboards were installed along access trails and the observation 
platform in July 2014. The signboards describe sun bear behavior, biology, distribution 
and threats to their conservation as well as the work of BSBCC. All signboards were 
developed by BSBCC staff with help from various individuals and organizations 
including the University of the Sunshine Coast, Australia and Arkitrek. Production of the 
signboards was funded by the GEF Small Grants Programme.  

 

Education Nature Aquarium Project (ENAP) 

The Education Nature Aquarium Project was set up at the visitor centre to showcase the 
freshwater river ecosystem that is commonly found in the Bornean rainforest. It has 
proved to be a popular exhibit with visitors. 
 

Art Murals 

A set of murals was donated and shipped to BSBCC by Singapore-based landscape 
architect company Salad Dressing. The murals were installed at the visitor centre’s 
audio visual room creating an inviting and stimulating atmosphere. 

Top: The murals installed on the walls of BSBCC audiovisual room Bottom left: One of the signboards installed along the 

trails highlighting threats to sun bears from poaching. Bottom right: The Education Nature Aquarium Project at the BSBCC 

Visitor Centre.  
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Infrastructure Maintenance 
 

Removal of Dead Tree at Enclosure D 

A leaning dead tree in forest enclosure D was removed with the help from Sabah 

Forestry Department. The felled tree was placed in the same enclosure for bears to dig 

in for insects.  

 

Anti-slip Sheets on Staircase 

Anti-slip rubber sheets were installed on the metal staircase leading to the observation 
platform to prevent a slippery surface especially during rainy days. The rubber sheets 
also reduce the bumping sounds of people’s footsteps which may cause disturbance to 
the bears in the nearby enclosures. 
 

Repainting platform and boardwalk structures 

The platform and boardwalk structures were repainted to prevent further rust on the 
surface. Repainting works were done by BSBCC staff with the help from volunteers. 
 

Fixing of BRC mesh layer on visitor centre perforated wall 

A layer of BRC mesh was installed on the perforated walls of the visitor centre. This was 
to prevent orangutan and macaque break-ins to the building which occurred early in 
the year. Installment of the BRC mesh was done by contractors. 

 

 

Volunteers helping with repainting of platform structures. 
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Visitor Centre Operations 
 

Visitor Summary 

This year was the first year BSBCC opened its doors to the public. At the end of the 
year, the total number of visitors to BSBCC was 48,506 from some 96 countries, with 
visitors from Malaysia (26,096), United Kingdom (5,462) and Australia (4,271) the top 
three countries. (See Appendix III). 

Notable Visitors 

 

Sir David Attenborough 

 
BSBCC was honored to be visited by 
famed naturalist and presenter Sir 
David Attenborough on 11th March 2014.  
 

United States Ambassador to 

Malaysia 

 
US Ambassador to Malaysia Joseph Y. 
Yun, his wife and the Portland-Kota 
Kinabalu Sister City Association visited 
BSBCC on 27th May 2014. The group 
visited the observation platform and 
were given a presentation on sun bear 
ecology and threats facing sun bears by 
Wong. 

 
Tun Musa Hitam and the Governing 
Board of Sime Darby Foundation  
 

Tun Musa Hitam, Chairman of the 
Governing Council of Yayasan Sime 
Darby (YSD) and his wife, together with 
other council members of YSD 
governing board, visited BSBCC on 5th 
November 2014. YSD’s earlier 
contribution of RM2.1 million to BSBCC 
enabled the renovation of the original 
bear house building into a ticketing and 
educational centre as well as the 
construction of the second bear house 
that can house up to 16 bears.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

Left: Wong and Sir David Attenborough at the observation platform. 

Middle: Wong presenting a gift of appreciation to Ambassador 

Joseph Y. Yun during his visit. Right: Wong and the Governing 

Board of YSD during their visit to BSBCC. 
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Educational Activities 
 

School visits to BSBCC 

Educational activities were conducted throughout the year to spread awareness about 
sun bears and their conservation. A total of 1,740 people from 40 groups of local and 
international schools as well as organizations visited the Centre in 2014 (See Appendix 
IV).  

Exhibitions 

BSBCC participated in educational exhibitions in several events during 2014. 
Educational items were displayed and BSBCC goods were sold during the events. The 
following table shows details of the exhibition activities. 
 

No. Event Venue Date 

1. Borneo Bird Festival 
Rainforest Discovery Centre 

(RDC), Sandakan 
28 Sept 

2. Rhythm of Rimba Festival 
Rainforest Discovery Centre 

(RDC), Sandakan 
3 - 4 Oct 

 

Top: Students from SIS International School, Singapore with their enrichment ready for the bears. Bottom left: Risnayati, 

BSBCC’s Environmental Education Officer enlightening a group with sun bear stories. Bottom centre: A young girl looking 

through a spotting scope at sun bears in the forest enclosure. Bottom right: A student fromTadika Syn Hua, Sandakan. 
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Outreach Programme 

Spreading the word about the plight of sun bears has always been one of BSBCC’s main 
priorities. In 2014, BSBCC went to 8 primary and 8 secondary schools at 4 different 
districts around Sabah for its outreach programme. These programmes were carried 
out together with HUTAN-Kinabatangan Orangutan Conservation Programme, a Sabah 
Based NGO, as well as the Sabah Wildlife Department. Sandakan based Borneo Bird 
Club and the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) Sandakan. (See 
Appendix IV). 

Top: BSBCC’s Environmental Education Officer, Risnayati, during her talk at primary school SK Bukit Balacon, Lahad Datu. 

Bottom: BSBCC education team interacting with primary school students during an outreach programme. 
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GEF SGP National Coordinator Mr.David Lee (first left) and Programme Assistant, Mdm Lai Sook Mei (second left) presenting 
a mock cheque to Gloria Ganang, BSBCC Environmental Education Executive, with Erni Wahyuni, BSBCC Sales and Admin. 
Executive (far right). 

Financial Summary 
 

Funding 

BSBCC received funding from various organization and individuals through grants, 
donations, fundraisers, volunteering programmes and adoption programmes, and also 
from ticketing and merchandise sales, enabling BSBCC to continue its operations 
throughout the year. (See Appendix VI). 
 
Sime Darby Foundation 

Sime Darby Foundation has generously supported BSBCC to a total amount of RM2.1 
million which includes operational expenses for 2012-2013 (RM770,000.00), renovation 
of the old Bear House to a Visitor Centre complex (RM600,000.00), and construction of 
the 2nd Bear House (RM730,000.00).  
 
The renovation of the Visitor Centre complex was completed on 30th October 2013 and 
the 2nd Bear House on 3rd January 2014. The remaining balance of RM153, 525.41 for 
the construction of the 2nd Bear House was received from Sime Darby Foundation in 
2014 (See Appendix VI). 
 
In October 2014, Sime Darby Foundation agreed to fund the fencing and perimeter 
walkway for the new 2nd forest enclosure adjoining the 2nd bear house, and also a 2nd 
observation platform and aerial walkway.  
 

The GEF Small Grants Programme 

Funds from the GEF Small Grants Programme for a total of USD48,460.00 enabled 
BSBCC to develop environmental and conservation education within and outside the 
Centre. Fifteen signboards were produced and installed along access boardwalks and at 
the observation platform. Outreach programmes were also able to be carried out 
throughout the year with funding from the grant. 
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Fundraiser 

Noah Sun Bear Fundraiser 

Ten year old Australian boy Noah, who visited 
BSBCC in 2013 and was really touched by the 
story of the orphaned sun bears at the Centre, 
pledged to raise funds for the sun bears on his 
return to Australia. In 2014, Noah organized 
events and raised a total of AUD1,243.48 
(RM3,472.67). Hoorah to Noah for being the 
smallest hero for the smallest bear! Noah also 
runs a fundraiser page on facebook with the help 
of his mother to raise awareness about sun bears. 

 
 
Alex Lamb Mini Concert 

Kota Kinabalu-based Alex Lamb organized a mini concert at his home, presented his 
guests with his music and raised a total of RM1,046 for the sun bears at the Centre. In 
2012, Alex held a "Sun Bear Sunset Serenade and Supper" when he was only 17, also 
raising funds for BSBCC. Thank you very much Alex! You are truly an inspiration! 

 

Other Corporate Initiatives & Affiliations 

University of the Sunshine Coast, Queensland, Australia 

Following an MOU signed between the University of the Sunshine Coast (USC), 
Queensland, Australia and BSBCC on 19th May 2013, in 2014, four USC students 
launched the BSBCC adoption programme as part of their Public Relations study, raising 
a total of AUD1,200 in Australia before coming to Borneo. On 13th February 2014, 
guests were invited to attend the launching of the adoption programme which was held 
at the BSBCC Visitor Centre. Wildhoop Productions’ BSBCC documentary, Big Dreams 
Little Bear was screened along with the launching. 
 
The USC also helped BSBCC in design work for the interpretation signboards through 
their Art and Design Faculty, led by Kevin Todd.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah (middle) and his friends during one of his 

fundraiser parties. 

Left: One of USC students, Courtney Angel introducing BSBCC’s adoption programme to guests. Right: Kevin Todd, showing a 
signboard prototype to BSBCC staff during his first trip to the Centre. 
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Donations in Kind 

APE Malaysia 

APE Malaysia continued to work with BSBCC by bringing school children from across the 
world to carry out environmental education activities at the Centre. Their visits often 
come with various types of materials for the bears such as towels, gunny sacks and 
jute ropes as well as donations. In 2014, APE Malaysia donated a total of RM3,500 to 
BSBCC.  
 

Spotting scope from Sandakan Foto 

A Nikon spotting scope was donated by Irene Chong from Sandakan Foto. This allowed 
visitors to view sun bear activities closer from the observation platform, especially 
those bears high up resting in the trees.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

A little girl viewing sun bears on the trees through the spotting scope donated by Sandakan Foto. 
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Public Awareness 
 

Blogs, Website & Facebook  

Sun Bear Blog 

The Bornean Sun Bear blog, sunbears.wildlifedirect.org which was started by Wong 
in May 2008, continued to run successfully throughout 2014. Contributions to the blog 
were made by the BSBCC team and individual volunteers, providing a lively and up to 
date chronicle of the development of BSBCC. The blog also served as a means to 
spread information and awareness about sun bear conservation in general. 
 
Website 

BSBCC’s website on www.bsbcc.org.my was launched in 2013. The website features 
information and news updates about sun bears as well as BSBCC’s operations. 
Newsletters and annual reports are made available for download through the website. 
Information on how people can help through BSBCC volunteer programme, adoption 
programme and online donations are also available.  
 

BSBCC Facebook page 

BSBCC facebook page which was launched in 2012 was continuously updated 
throughout 2014. Articles and photos on sun bears and the Centre’s activities were 
regularly posted on the page to update BSBCC’s supporters on the development of 
BSBCC. 
 
Newsletter – Sun Bear Voice 

BSBCC’s newsletter “Sun Bear Voice” was published online throughout the year. A total 
of 6 newsletters were made downloadable online through BSBCC website.  

 

Filming Groups 

Several film companies visited BSBCC during 2014. RTM filmed the story of sun bear  
Mary for their “Simfoni Alam” programme from 15th – 16th March; BBC World News 
filmed BSBCC’s daily operations on 9th April which also featured Malaysian travel host, 
Henry Golding; RTM filmed BSBCC’s operations for the “Rentas” programme on 7th June 
which featured Sabah Kaamatan Festival 2011 Unduk Ngadau (Beauty Pageant), Ms 
Jovenea Jim Lajim; RTM film crews visited the BSBCC again on 24th June to film the 
bears in the forest enclosure; Australian based film producer Plint Production that 
focuses on animals filmed the 
sun bears for their Tiger Lizzy 
programme from 29th June to 
1st July; Asian Food Channel 
filmed BSBCC’s bear house 
operations on 17th August; 
RTM Sandakan Radio Station 
interviewed Wong on BSBCC 
and BSBCC’s animal keeper, 
David Tahir in the Dusun 
language on 10th September 
and Sabah Forestry 
Department filmed BSBCC on 
22nd September.  

RTM film crew interviewing Wong during filming session on for the 

Simfoni Alam programme. 
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Newspaper & Radio Coverage  

Newspaper Coverage 

Sun bear conservation and the work of BSBCC continued to be featured in the local and 
international newspaper and magazines. This year a total of 55 articles on sun bears 
and BSBCC were published (See Appendix V). 

 

Radio Coverage 

Wong was interviewed live at the Sunshine Coast ABC Radio Station Australia on 4th 
March during his visit to Australia this year. He was also featured on ABC Radio 
Australia on 20th April during an on-air discussion on “Saving Borneo’s Rare Proboscis 
Monkey with Palm Oil Cash”. 
 

Oral Presentations & Conferences 

2014 Neways Pacific Ream Convention, Adelaide, Australia 

In February 2014, Wong was invited by Neways International, a multi-level marketing 
organization, as one of the speakers at their 2014 Neways Pacific Ream Convention. 
The convention, held in Adelaide, Australia, was attended by 1500 people. 
 

Top left: Surrender Sun Bear Body Parts For Certification- Director, The Borneo Post, January 14, 2014. Bottom 

left: Sun Bear Centre in Sandakan Opens to Public, The Borneo Post, January 17, 2014. Right: BSBCC to Expand 

Facilities. 37 thousand tourists visit since the opening to the public in January 2014 (In Malay), Utusan Borneo, 

November 18, 2014. 
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Continuing Tourism Related Education (CTRE) Course, Kundasang, Sabah 

BSBCC’s Environmental Education Officer, Gloria Ganang represented BSBCC to present 
a talk on sun bears and BSBCC for a CTRE course on 20th February 2014. The course 
was organized by the Sabah Native Registered Tourist Guide Association at Kundasang, 
Sabah. CTREs are conducted by tourist guide organizations to equip and upgrade tour 
guides on historic facts, current issues and development.  
 
Earth Month Celebration, Publica Mall, Kuala Lumpur 

In conjunction with the Earth Month Celebration, Ecoknights organized various activities 
at the Publica Mall, Kuala Lumpur from 24th March – 29th April. Wong was invited as one 

of the speakers for the Community Talk session on 13th April.  
 
Global Environment Facility Small Grants Programme (GEF SGP) Workshop & 
Seminar 

The GEF SGP (Malaysia) held a workshop and seminar in Kuala Lumpur from 20th - 21st 
November 2014. As one of the grantees of GEF SGP, representatives from BSBCC 
Gloria Ganang and Risnayati Lammu were involved in both the workshop and seminar. 
During the seminar, Gloria delivered a presentation entitled “The development of 
Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC) through partnerships”. 
 

The 6th Wild Animal Rescue Network (WARN) Conference 

The 6th WARN Conference was held on 24th – 27th November 2014 in Hong Kong. 
BSBCC staff Wong Siew Te, Tee Thye Lim and Chiew Lin May attended the conference 
where the theme was “Challenges Faced during Long Term Maintenance of Rescued 
Wildlife”. Tee Thye Lim shared about the challenges BSBCC faced during the escape of 
Natalie, a sub-adult female sun bear through a presentation entitled “The Challenges of 
Keeping Captive Sun Bears in a Natural Forest Enclosure: A Case Study of An Escaped 
Sun Bear at Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre”.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

BSBCC’s Centre Operations Executive, Tee Thye Lim sharing about BSBCC’s challenges during the Wild Animal 
Rescue Network (WARN) Conference in Hong Kong. 
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Staff Achievements 
 

Award to BSBCC’s CEO & Founder Conferred by Penang State 
Governor 

 
We are very proud to share about our very own CEO 
and Founder, Mr. Wong Siew Te’s achievement this 
year! On 25th September 2014, during the celebration 
of the Penang State Governor’s birthday, several top 
civil servants and other individuals were recognized 
and awarded for their outstanding contributions to 
society and the environment, and Wong was one of 
them. Wong was honored with Darjah Johan Negeri or 
Member, Order of the Defender of State Award by the 
Penang State Governor.  
 
This year, Wong was also received the Outstanding 
Alumni Award from National Pingtung University of 
Science and Technology, Pingtung, Taiwan in 
November 2014 in recognition of his achievements and 
contribution in conservation. Wong graduated with a 
diploma on Animal and Veterinary Science from this 
university in 1992.  
  

Wong receiving his award from the Penang’s 
State Governor. 
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Appendices 
 

Appendix I: Individual volunteers in 2014 

 

Name Country Duration 

Logan Sullivan USA 1-3 Jan 

Heather Lorenzan USA 1-3 Jan 

Tom Shaw Australia 6-20 Jan 

Corey McCarthy USA 12-30 Jan 

Risa Arimoto Japan 4-15 Mar 

Regi Broeren Netherlands 10 Mar 

Crystal Schalmo USA 10 – 18 Mar 

Simone Steinfurth Australia 27 Apr – 12 May 

Jaike Bijleveld Netherlands 12 May – 20 Jun 

Sim Chooi Ying Malaysia 8 – 25 Jun 

Jodie Hobbs UK 11-25 Jun 

Georgie Kaye UK 11-25 Jun 

Joyce Xin Jou Choo Malaysia 16-17 Jul 

Jocelyn Choo Hui Lin Malaysia 16-17 Jul 

Tracey Little New Zealand 19 Jul-29 Aug 

Eddie Rogueta USA 6-5 Sept 

Mark Louis Benedict Malaysia 8-12,18,19 Sep, 12-14 Nov 

Nicole Cook Australia 25 Sept – 4 Oct 

James Intal Australia 25 Sept – 4 Oct 

Wong Wai Ying Malaysia 11– 24 Oct 

Martine van der Burgt Netherlands 29-31Oct 

Hng Lee Ying Malaysia 18 Nov – 3 Dec 

Shalini Jayanandan Malaysia 13 – 28 Dec 

Mohd Harith Malaysia 15 – 25 Dec 

Lavinia Spimpolo Italy 16,23,24 Nov, 2,9,11,19 Dec 

Micheal Shen Canada 16,23,24 Nov, 2,9,11,19 Dec 

Ryan Pyne Australia 16,23,24 Nov, 2,9,11,19 Dec 

Naomi Clark UK 16,23,24 Nov, 2,9,11,19 Dec 

Kent Fan Chiao Tung Malaysia 14,15 Dec, 26-31 Dec 

Katrine Fan Yuk Theng Malaysia 30 Nov, 7 Dec, 14 Dec 
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Appendix II: Number of Visitors by Country 2014 

 

 Country  
No. of 

visitors 
  Country  

No. of 
visitors 

 

 Country  
No. of 

visitors 

Malaysia 26,096  Estonia 22 
 Bosnia and 

Herzegovina  
2 

United Kingdom 5,462  Slovakia  20  Bulgaria 2 

Australia 4,271  Korea 18 
 

Croatia 2 

Others 2,319  Swaziland 17  Europa Island  2 

United States 1,136  Azerbaijan 14  Kazakhstan 2 

Netherlands 1,097  Ukraine 14  Macedonia 2 

Germany 1,042  Kenya 13  Paraguay 2 

Italy 914  Brazil 12  Syria 2 

France 630  Romania 11  Uruguay 2 

Sweden 609  Greece 9  Bermuda  1 

Denmark 503  Indonesia 9  Costa Rica  1 

Canada 427  Turkey 9  Dhelkia 1 

China 347  Vietnam 9  Haiti  1 

New Zealand 347  Lebanon 8  Israel 1 

Japan 298  Lithuania 8  Nepal 1 

Spain 275  Slovania   8  Nigeria  1 

Belgium 267   Laos 7  Peru 1 

Switzerland 267  Brunei 7  Puerto Rico 1 

Hong Kong 244  Colombia 6  Samoa  1 

Poland 241  Malta 6  Tanzania 1 

Austria 154  Sri Lanka 6  Yemen 1 

Russia 151  Thailand 6  Zimbabwe 1 

Finland 135  Ecuador 5  

Ireland 127  Latvia  5  

Czech Republic 111  Myanmar 5  

Iran 96  
United Arab 

Emirates 
5 

 

Norway 93  Egypt 4  

Singapore 86  Guatemala 4  

Hungary 72  Iceland  4  

India 63  Macau 4  

South Africa 52  Uganda 4  

Argentina 50  Bangladesh 3  

Philippines 47  Cambodia 3  

Taiwan 42  Luxembourg 3  

Chile 39  Serbia 3  

Portugal 39  Turkey  3  

Mexico 30  Algeria 2  
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Appendix III: Group visits to BSBCC in 2014 

 

 

  

Date Group/ School 
No. 
PAX 

Activity 

15 Feb  Politeknik Sandakan, Sandakan 29  
Presentation, Guided tour, Voluntary 

works for BSBCC facility 

maintenance 

8 Feb  D Y Patil International School, India 7 

Presentation, Guided tour, 

enrichment making, behavioural 

observation 

18 Feb  ISS International School, Singapore 26 

Presentation, Guided tour, 

enrichment making, behavioural 
observation 

27 Feb  RDC Interns 4  Guided Tour 

12 Mar  SMK Muhibah, Sandakan 33 Guided Tour 

21 Mar  
RDC: Kiyosato Experiment Exchange 

Project 
25 

Environmental Education activity-
Sun bear food hunt. 

13 Apr  Nexus International School 32 
Presentation, Guided tour, 

enrichment making 

18 Apr  MRSM Tun Mustapha, Tawau 36 Guided tour 

2 May  RDC interns 4 Guided tour 

24 May  Tadika Pui Gin 64 Guided tour 

29 May  
SMK Muhibah Chinese Language 

Society 
30 Guided tour 

7 Jun  
Tam Kung Temple Committee 

members 
30 Presentation & guided tour 

7 Jun  SPCA Sandakan 7 Presentation & guided tour 

9 Jun  
Miami University (Dragonfly Group 

1) 
22 Presentation & guided tour 

21 Jun  SJK (C) Pea Wha, Sandakan 40 Guided Tour 

21 Jun  
Miami University (Dragonfly Group 

2) 
22 Presentation & guided tour 

3 Jul  Chinese University of Hong Kong 12 Presentation & guided tour 

18 Jul  Tadika Ming Chung, Sandakan 106 Presentation & guided tour 

18 Jul  RDC interns 8 Guided tour 

3 Aug  
Primate behavior and ecology course 

students 
12 Presentation and guided tour 

11 Aug  
Third Country Training Programme 

participants 
20 Presentation and guided tour 

30 Aug  SM St. Micheal, Sandakan 64 Presentation and guided tour 

13 Sep  
Junior Chamber International (JCI), 

Sandakan 
190 Presentation and guided tour 

13 Sep  
Tiong Hua Secondary School 

(Interact Club) 
61 Presentation and Guided tour 

25 Sep  Tabika Kemas Taman Sejati 68 Presentation and guided tour 

11 Oct  SMK Sandakan II 36 Presentation and guided tour 
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13 Oct  SIS International School, Singapore 13 
Presentation, Guided tour, 

enrichment making 

15 Oct  Kolej Vokasional Sandakan 37 Presentation and guided tour 

16 Oct SK Taman Rimba, Sandakan 120 Presentation and guided tour 

16 Oct SK Batu Putih, Sandakan 82 Presentation and guided tour 

18 Oct Tadika Syn Hua, Sandakan 130 Presentation and guided tour 

30 Oct Tadika Perpaduan 82 Presentation and guided tour 

4 Nov 
St. John Ambulance (SM St.Patrick, 

Tawau) 
26 Presentation and guided tour 

8 Nov SK Sakilan Baru, Sandakan 28 Presentation and guided tour 

10 Nov 
Utusan Malaysia & KOSMO Media 

FAM Trip 
6 Presentation and guided tour 

12 Nov 

Youth Overseas Exchange Centre- 

HKBUAS Wong Kam Fai Secondary & 

Primary School 

40 Presentation and guided tour 

16 Nov MRSM Tun Fuad Stephen 115 Presentation and guided tour 

24 Nov SK (C) Cheng Min, Sandakan 39 Presentation and guided tour 

7 Dec UiTM Shah Alam 22 Guided Tour 

11 Dec Australian Girl Guides 20 Presentation and guided tour 
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Appendix IV: Outreach Programme 2014 

 

DATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

6 Mar SMK Sandakan II Sandakan 

7 Mar SK Kg. Bahagia Sandakan 

12 Apr SMK Batu Sapi Sandakan 

14 Apr SK Pekan Beluran Beluran 

16 Apr SMK Beluran II Beluran 

17 Apr SK Sg. Nangka Beluran 

7 May SMK Bukit Garam Kinabatangan 

10 May SJK (C) Pea Wha Sandakan 

19 May SK Abai Kinabatangan 

20 May SK Bilit Kinabatangan 

22 May Pontian United Plantation Berhad Kinabatangan 

19 Jun SMK Elopura Bestari Sandakan 

19 Aug SMK Sepagaya Lahad Datu 

21 Aug SK Bukit Balacon Lahad Datu 

22 Aug SMK Segama Lahad Datu 

27 Aug SM St. Dominic Lahad Datu 

28 Aug SMK Agaseh Lahad Datu 
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Appendix V: Newspaper & Magazine Coverage 

 
 Forest Destruction Threatens Rare Wildlife (In German). Morgenweb. January 3, 2014. 

 Sun Bear Sanctuary To Save 'Forgotten Species'. The Guardian. January 6, 2014. 

 Sanctuary To Save 'Forgotten' Sun Bears. Malaysia Sun. January 6, 2014. 

 New Nature Reserve Is To Save The Honey Bear (In Dutch). Morgen. January 7, 2014. 

 Natural Honey Bear (In Dutch). PiepVandaag.nl. January 8, 2014. 

 Endangered Animals Fight For Their Lives In Borneo's Forests. The New Indian Express. January 8, 

2014. 

 Sun Bear Sanctuary Opens Doors As Wild Populations Plummet. My Sunshine Coast. January 9, 

2014. 

 Surrender Sun Bear Body Parts For Certification-Director. The Borneo Post. January 14, 2014. 

 Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre Soft Opening Jan 16. The Borneo Post. January 14, 2014. 

 Sun Bear Conservation Centre Will Soon Open (In Malay). Sinar Harian. January 14, 2014. 

 Documentary Screening To Support Bornean Sun Bears. My Sunshine Coast. January 14, 2014.  

 BSBCC Opens To The Public (In Malay). Utusan Borneo. January 17, 2014. 

 World’s Only Sun Bear Centre Opens In Sandakan. Free Malaysia Today, Jan 16, 2014. 

 Sun Bear Centre In Sandakan Opens To The Public. The Borneo Post. January 17, 2014. 

 Sabah Forestry Department Urged Collaboration With Many Others To Expend Forest Protection 

(In Chinese). Merdeka Daily. January 17, 2014. 

 Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre Opening Ceremony (In Chinese). Merdeka Daily News. 

January 17, 2014. 

 Sun Bear Centre Opening Ceremony - Open To The Public For Visit (In Chinese). Asia Times. 

January 17, 2014. 

 Sabah Sandakan Protects Malayan Sun Bear (In Chinese). My Choice, My Paper am730. January 

17, 2014. 

 Sun Bear Centre Opens To Public. New Straits Times. January 19, 2014. 

 Sun Bear Centre Opens To The Public (In Chinese). China Post. January 19, 2014. 

 Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre Offers Visitors Closer Look Of The World’s Smallest Bear. 

The Star Online. January 20, 2014. 

 There’s A Bear In There! My Sunshine Coast. Jan 27, 2014. 

 NGO Seeks RM770,000 More For The Sun Bears. Daily Express. January 29. 2014. 

 USC Students Head To Borneo To Launch Borneo Sun Bear Adoption Program. My Sunshine Coast. 

February 3, 2014.  

 GREEN: Where Bears Roam Free. New Straits Times. February 21, 2014. 

 Sun Bear Conservationist Visits The Coast. ABC Sunshine Coast. March 4, 2014. 

 Fight Of The Sun Bear. Well Being: Australia’s Leading Natural And Health & Living Magazine. 

Issue 149: pp. 100-102. March 2014. 

 Park Plans Sun Bear Release. The Star. March 16, 2014. 

 Wildlife Department Hand Over 5 Bears To Conservation Centre (In Chinese). Merdeka Daily. 

March 17, 2014.  

 Wildlife Department Rescued 5 Sun Bears Brought To Sun Bear Conservation Centre (in Chinese). 

See Hua Daily News. March 17, 2014. 

 Public Reminded: An Offence To Keep Sun Bears. Daily Express. March 17, 2014. 

 Sun Bears sent to conservation Centre. The Borneo Post. March 17, 2014. 

 From Illegal Pet Trade Victim To Santuary Resident: Meet Rescued Sun Bear Natalie. One Green 

Planet. March 25, 2014. 

 World’s First Sun Bear Sanctuary Open In Borneo. Wanderlust Travel magazine. March 26, 2014. 

 Extending a helping hand to the sun bears. The Star. May 5, 2014.  

 The Smallest Bear. The Star Online. May 5, 2014. 

 Sun Bears: At Home In The Forest. The Star Online. May 5, 2014. 

 The Guardian Angle Of Malayan Sun Bear – Wong Siew Te: Love Them, We Must Protect Them (In 

Chinese). Kwong Hua Yit Poh. May 17, 2014.  

 Plantation Sets Up Project for Wildlife Conservation. Daily Express. May 25, 2014. 

http://www.malaysiasun.com/index.php/sid/219491051/scat/9dd26ff7f3fbfc0e
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 The World’s First Malayan Sun Bear Conservation Centre (In Chinese). New Life Post. July 9, 2014.  

 A Wildlife Hero. Personal Finance Magazine. Pg 59-60. July 2014 

 Sepilok Orangutan Rehab Centre to Mark 50th Anniversary. Daily Express. October 2, 2014. 

 Borneo Rythms Of Rimba Wildlife Festival 2014. New Sabah Times. October 10, 2014. 

 Masidi: Protect Our Wildlife, Expand Protected Forest Areas (In Chinese). Sin Chiew Daily. October 

10, 2014. 

 Illegal Poachers: Masidi Will Discuss With The Wildlife Department Officers (In Malay). Utusan 

Borneo. October 10, 2014. 

 Bigger Area To Be Established: To Protect The Orangutan And Ensuring Their Survival (In Malay). 

Utusan Borneo. October 10, 2014. 

 Datuk Seri Masidi Manjun Asks Everyone’s Cooperation With Government To Curb Poaching Of 

Protected Species (In Chinese). Asia Times. October 10, 2014. 

 Poaching: Better Enforcement Needed. New Sabah Times. October 10, 2014. 

 How One Man Is Saving The Rare Bornean Sun Bear. The Explorer Magazine by Jacada Travel. 

October 27, 2014. 

 BSBCC To Expand Facilities. 37 Thousand Tourist Visits Since Open To Public in January 2014 (In 

Malay). Utusan Borneo. November 18, 2014. 

 Where To Bears Around The World. Telegraph. November 28, 2014. 

 Borneo Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC). New Sabah Times. December 5, 2014. 

 Bring Back Borneo. Australian Geographic Outdoor. December 10, 2014.  

 To Bring Bornean Sun Bears Towards A Bright Future (In Malay). Daily Express. December 25, 

2014. 

 Giving Captive Bears in Sabah A Better Future. Daily Express. December 29, 2014. 
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Appendix VI: Financial Summary 
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